SCROLL DOWN FOR CANTONESE
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Sunday 3™ May 2026 at 10 am
Are you ready?

Welcome Psalm 47:7-9
Hymn MP 109 Crown him with many crowns
Scripture Psalm 45 (page 569)

Children’s talk

Chorus MP 276 I just want to praise you

Notices English language, Ben and Racheal. Baptismal pool used next Sunday afternoon by Home
of the Free Church

Reading Matthew 25:1-13 (Page 994)

PowerPoint introduction to Matt 25 sermon

Hymn MP 162 From heaven you came helpless babe
Sermon Are you ready?

Hymn MP 759 When the trumpet of the Lord
Prayer

= Last week at Ark Kings it was a joy to see Zaynab on a couple of mornings as she came in to
invigilate their exams. The exam time had come and the pupils had been told again and again that
exams were on their way so that they would be ready for them. Some would have been, some
wouldn’t. I was doing a Christian Assembly about self-control to help them prepare for life. Some
would take heed and some won’t. Some take notice, some don’t. It has always been that way -
some act on what they are told, and some won't.

This is what we have here with the ten virgins, bridesmaids, or maidens. They took their lamps and went out

to meet the bridegroom.

In characteristically clear language Jesus tells us that the five who weren’t ready 2 were foolish and those
five who were ready were wise. x2

» This morning’s parable is all about - being ready.
1 At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom.

The bridegroom is the Lord Jesus Christ. Mr 2:19,20 Lu 5:34,35, (Ps 45)

These maidens represent you and I, those who profess faith in Christ. As Christians, we profess, not only to
believe and look for, but to love and long for the appearing of Christ, and everything we do is to that end.

This parable starts with ‘At that time’, and what is that time?

Three times in Mt 24 Jesus uses that phrase v10, v23 and v30 At that time the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.

In the second half of that chapter Jesus is saying ‘you do not know when that time will be, he presses the
point - and tells us we must be ready.

Here in this parable Jesus uses the example of a Middle Eastern wedding. Although this looks strange if
viewed with western eyes, it tells a story which could have happened at any time in an Israeli or Palestinian
village

There, as everywhere, a wedding was a great occasion. The whole village turned out to accompany the
couple to their new home, and they went by the longest possible road in order that they might receive the
glad good wishes of as many as possible. "Everyone," runs the Jewish saying, "from six to sixty will follow
the marriage drum."
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A major point of this story lies in a Jewish custom; when a couple married they did not go away for a
honeymoon; they stayed at home; and for a week they kept open house; they were treated, and even
addressed, as a prince and princess, it was the happiest week of all their lives.

These maidens have lamps. What is this all about? Is the bridegroom in need of light? Is he in the dark? We
are told regarding these weddings that no one is allowed on the streets after dark without a lighted lamp.

These friends were admitted not only to the marriage ceremony but to the festivities of that week. Because
they were unprepared the foolish virgins missed both, they were not ready.

Jesus very clearly describes two groups of maidens: some who were prepared - and some who weren’t, the
wise - and foolish.

One group went in and the other group was shut out. What happened then was based on how they had been
earlier. How true this is of life. What happens later depends on what we do earlier. 3 The foolish ones took
their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.

If we do not know what is ahead there could be some excuse. But we see that all the maidens knew what
was coming. It is knowing what is ahead - and still not acting - that makes someone foolish.

This parable is primarily directed towards the Jews, they had a very clear understanding of the judgment
that was to come at the end of the age.

But this parable also applies to the non-Jews, to us today. The Lord God we are told has also set eternity in
the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” Ec 3:11

No matter what people say, everyone knows - even if the details are not clear. But it is clear to you sitting
here this morning. You know of Christ’s return and the coming judgment. You know of the need to be
saved from that, it’s preached almost every week. You all know, each person here.

Both groups of maidens knew, but only one group got ready. Why? If the difference is not based on
knowledge, why was it they didn’t get ready?

May I suggest four reasons:

1. Though they did knew - they lived as if they did not know

Some never seem to take heed of what is ahead, of what is around the corner. You can say to someone if
you don’t do this you will be late or miss something, and guess what? They missed it, they will always miss
it

o I had a rude awakening at school, I still have the piece of paper with my exam results on it, and

I can remember the shock of first seeing it! Worst results in the school year - why? I didn't work
because I didn't think about the exams ahead. Did I know they were coming? Of course, we all did.

My problem was that I didn’t care - and therefore didn’t think. I was unwilling. My lazy heart said: ‘take it
easy, avoid work, avoid effort’ so I did not do what I should have done.

2. Maybe they didn’t take any oil because they thought what they had was enough.
Those maidens all had lamps but only some took oil. Others thought they had enough for the present. All
appeared to be well ‘for now’, in the short term, their lamps were functioning.

= If you don't fill up now you won't make it to the next petrol station. It never seems to be an issue in
Britain with petrol stations everywhere, but I remember in Australia if you didn’t have enough to
make it to the next town you may well die in the desert.

They thought they were OK as they were. They were as we say: ‘running on empty’. This lamp speaks of
those with a Christian profession that is a lamp, but with so little within, so little oil, there’s no light. No-
one really knows that person is a Christian because there is so little to show for it.

3. They thought they could do it later. They were saying, it's OK ‘there’s time’ x2.

= The picture here of these maidens missing the bridegroom is perfectly true to life. Bible teacher Dr.
Alexander Findlay (1880-1962) tells of what he himself saw in Palestine. "When we were approaching
the gates of a Galilean town," he writes," I caught a sight of maidens gaily clad and playing some
kind of musical instrument. They danced along the road in front of our car; so when I asked what
they were doing, the dragoman told me that they were going to keep the bride company till her
bridegroom arrived. I asked him if there was any chance of seeing the wedding, but he shook his

2a 2b



head, saying in effect: ' It might be tonight, or tomorrow night, or in a fortnight's time; nobody ever
knows for certain.

Yes, it was longer that they thought. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy
and fell asleep. The fact that they were all sleeping does not distinguish between them. This sleep simply
represents a timespan or interval between now and then.

= Findlay’s account goes on to say that one of the great things to do, if you could, at a middle-class
wedding in Palestine, was to catch the bridal party napping. So the bridegroom comes unexpectedly,
and sometimes in the middle of the night. He is required to send a man along the street to shout:
'Behold! the bridegroom is coming!' but that may happen at any time; so the bridal party have to
be ready to go out into the street at any time to meet him, whenever he chooses to come....

Jesus said again and again that no-one knows the day 24:36, that it will come upon us like a thief in the
night 24:42-44
= Police raid homes at 4:30 in the morning, it is then they can be sure of catching their suspect
sleeping

6 At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!” 7 Then all the virgins woke
up and trimmed their lamps.

Suddenly they are awakened — as we will all be awakened. It is then that they make that terrible discovery.
They are not ready. Like that thief in the night, it will be come upon many unexpectantly. If they are not
ready, they will be caught out.

Jesus is warning us that there are certain things which cannot be got at the last minute when he comes. Some
say, I’ll deal with it later, I’ll sort it out when the day comes, no, no, it will be too late then. The apostle
Paul said: " I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation. 2Co 6:2 It is not later, but
now.

4. Lastly, they thought others would help them out
8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 9 ""*No,’ they replied,
‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’

Here is a very important warning - There are certain things which cannot be borrowed. The foolish virgins
found it impossible to borrow oil when they discovered they needed it.

A man cannot borrow a relationship with God; you must possess it. I say you because it has to be you - - - -
it is not transferable

= At home: Your mother or father, your brother or sister, a wife will not be saved because her
husband is, or vice versa. So it is here, that person sitting next to you may be saved, but you are
not.

We can share common grace but not saving grace - it must be yours alone!
A man cannot borrow a character; he must be clothed with it. We cannot live on the spiritual capital which
others have amassed. There are certain things which we must win or possess for ourselves, for we cannot

borrow them from others. Some say "Speak a good word for me;" I cannot! Some say pray for me, I say
“Will you not pray for yourself?”

It may not be transferrable from another person — but it is transferable, however, from Christ. He is willing,
and able, to take onto himself all your sins and my sins, that greed, pride, sexual sin, hatred in the heart,
laziness, carelessness, past indifference to Him — he is willing to transfer all of the guilt of it onto himself —
through his painful punishment on the CROSS - and to transfer his righteousness to you. “God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 2Co 5:21 That is
grace, his free gift of life to the undeserving sinner.

The Saviour is still here — for now.

The Lord Jesus is still willing to receive all who will turn to him. Those who will turn and forsake their sin
will receive forgiveness and life. A Pardon, peace and purpose awaits everyone — anyone - who will come

to receive it. That is God’s grace. Have you done that? That is the only way to be prepared for that Day to
come, by doing something now. x2

Let us finish by looking at the two outcomes
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Some were prepared and some weren’t. Some were ready and some were caught out. When the time came
some went in and rejoiced.

The joy of the wise

4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. They had a supply of oil such as genuine
believers have. Those listening would have known that in the OT the oil pictures the Spirit to be given.
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David
in power. 1Sa 16:13

Our oil or Spirit of life comes from Jesus living within me. As Jesus said Whoever believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him. By this he meant the Spirit, whom those
who believed in him were later to receive. Joh 7:38,39. Do you have it? No? Then seek it from Jesus as did the
woman at the well who asked Where can I get this living water? Joh 4:11

The wise ones had plenty of oil to cause their lamps to shine brightly so that when the bridegroom arrived
the virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. vi0

And the door was shut. The door does two things it shuts some in - and shuts others out. A lift door shuts
you in, secure and ready to go. But it also shuts out those who don’t make it on time.

The lot of the foolish
And the door was shut. What a chilling statement. the door was shut.

» Dr Findley goes on to say when the bridegroom has once arrived, and the door has been shut, late-comers
to the ceremony are not admitted."

the door was shut. When the time came the unready, the unprepared, the foolish, were shut out, and there

was nothing they could do about it. Jesus is saying this means one thing and one thing only. When Christ

returns those who are not ready, not being useful will be shut out.

Now the narrow gate, the strait gate, which is Christ, is for the present open; but soon it will be shut and
bolted, and then a great gulf fixed. Just as the shutting of the door of the ark when Noah was in; he was
secure, but all others finally abandoned to the judgment of God.

They cannot enter, it is too late. Just as it is too late for a student to be preparing when the day of the
examination has come. It is too late for a man to acquire a skill, or a character, if he has not already got it,
when some job needs to be done, so it is with us and God. It is easy to leave things so late that we can no
longer prepare ourselves to meet with God.

In our impressive technological age we can stop a wall collapsing, stop a bullet, stop a missile but we
cannot stop time, time waits for no man.

This passage is about planning ahead now for that future Day - which will come. Those who are serious
about their soul will seek salvation now.
Most people turn to and serve Christ when they are young. Especially in their teens or student years. Less
do so in their thirties, even less in their forties and fifties, very few in years beyond that. Like concrete on a
slow set do not let a hardness set in. A man or woman set in their ways, are less willing to turn to the Lord
and give up sinful habits.
= When Mary of Orange was dying, her chaplain sought to tell her of the way of salvation. Her answer
was: "I have not left this matter to this hour." To be too late is always tragedy.
I don’t know you

11 "Later the others also came. Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’
12 "But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’

As Jesus said earlier: Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Mt 7:23.
Who are these? Those who saw themselves as Christians but had no real connection to Christ. They had
never made Christ their own. They didn’t KNOW Him, He doesn’t KNOW them.

Jesus sums it all up by saying 13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” A
person only keeps watch when they know something is coming, like standing on a platform and looking
out for the train. Watching is what you do now.

But a Christian does not stand still like the one on the platform looking out for the train, nor is he sitting
idling in a doctor’s surgery looking for his name to come up on the screen. Salvation is not just waiting
for that day to arrive.
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How does a Christian show he or she is keeping watch? He does it by being prepared, with lamps shining
brightly. Being filled with Christ’s Spirit and full of good works. Bearing fruit, being useful to the Lord.
Redeeming, making most of the time, spending and being spent. Then you will be ready, and everyone one
else will see that you are ready. Is that you? Make sure that is you.

Then you will be ready on the day the bridegroom arrives. On Christ’s return the wonderful wedding day
will have come. We will not be bridesmaids but the bride! It will not be someone else’s wedding — but ours!
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made
herself ready. Re 19:7 Will you make sure you are ready so that like a bride on her wedding day, you can say

“I wouldn’t miss it for anything! END
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