Church - The Family of God

When we think of strong teams, sports teams often come to mind.
One of the best examples, in my opinion, is a rugby team. Many
people assume that rugby players all have to be big and tall, but
when you actually watch a match, you see a wide variety of players
with different builds and abilities.

There are the forwards, who tend to be larger and stronger players.
They take on the physical challenges and heavy tackles. They're
directed by the scrum half, whose job is to move the ball out to the
backs. The backs are typically more agile and fast, working to carry
the ball across the field.

Why am | talking about rugby? Because a rugby team is a helpful
picture of the family of God. Just like the players, we come from
different backgrounds, with different strengths, shapes, and sizes.
Every player has a role, and each one wears their jersey with pride.
They listen to their coach so they can give their best. And while the
roles differ, no one is more important than another; each member is
essential to the team and to the family.

How do they grow into such a strong unit? They spend time
together, on the field in practice and off the field in fellowship,
getting to know one another and building unity. If this is what a
rugby team does to become a strong, united family, how much
more should we, as God’s people, practise this as the family of
God?

This is the final teaching of a series of the church. The title of this
sermon is The Church - The Family of God.

It is important for us to recognise where we have come from and
how God sees us now. At the beginning of Ephesians 2:1-3, Paul
writes:

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which
you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those
who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our flesh[a] and following its desires and
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.

This describes the family we once belonged to before we came to
know the Lord Jesus. We were spiritually dead. Without life, without
hope, and without God. We followed the ruler of the kingdom of the
air, the devil, and were counted among the disobedient. Our lives
did not reflect God’s will or His Word, and because of that, we were
deserving of His righteous wrath.

Paul reminds us that all of us lived this way at one time. And it may
be that some here today are still living in that condition, still
following the desires of the flesh rather than the ways of God. That
old life is a family marked by death and despair.

The Authorised Version calls us “children of disobedience,” and
Paul explains the behaviours of such a life further in Colossians
3:5-7. As unbelievers, we were children of disobedience, cut off,
excluded, and excommunicated from the family of God.



However, Paul goes on to say in verses 4—6:

“But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God
raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus.”

We were completely undeserving, yet God poured out His amazing

grace, love, and mercy on us. Though we were spiritually dead, He

made us alive. And this is not just any life, it is life in Christ, the very
author of creation and the giver of life itself.

Paul reminds us in Colossians 1:15-16:

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers
or authorities; all things have been created through Him and for
Him.”

We were created by Him and for Him, and now, by His grace, we
have been brought into new life so that we might worship Him and
be used for His purposes.

And the wonder doesn’t stop there. God has not only brought us out
of death—He has lifted us up and seated us with Christ. It's like a
prisoner, locked in a cell and awaiting execution, suddenly being
rescued—taken from the darkness, not merely set free, but brought
into the royal palace to sit beside the King Himself. That is the
astonishing grace of God toward us in Christ.

Verses 7-9

‘in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no
one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
tfo do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Why has God lifted us up and seated us with Christ? So that for all
eternity He might display the incomparable riches of His grace. Our
salvation is not a small or temporary thing. It is something that will
echo through the ages as a testimony to God'’s kindness.

Paul reminds us again that this salvation is by grace. Not one of us
can say we earned it. Not one of us can boast. We did nothing to
climb our way out of death; Christ came down into death to lift us up
into life. Faith is the empty hand that receives the gift, and even that
faith is something God works in us.

And then Paul gives us this beautiful truth:

“We are God’s workmanship.”

We are His masterpiece—His creation, shaped and crafted by His
hand. He did not save us to leave us where we were but to make us
into something new. We have been created in Christ Jesus for good
works, works that God planned long before we ever lived, so that
our lives would now reflect His character and bring Him glory.

This is where our identity as the family of God becomes so
important. We are no longer the “children of disobedience” that we
once were. We are now God’s children. His people, His



workmanship, His family. And as a family, we are called to live out
these good works together, supporting, encouraging, correcting,
and strengthening one another.

Just as that rugby team trains, grows, communicates, and works
together for a common goal, so we, as God’s people, are called to
walk in unity as the body of Christ. We don’t do the Christian life
alone. God has placed us in a family, a church shaped by grace.

Our old identity brought death, division, and despair. Our new
identity brings life, unity, and purpose. We once followed the ways
of this world; now we follow the Lord Jesus. We once lived for
ourselves; now we live for Him. We once were dead; now we are
alive.

And so the question for us becomes this:

Are we living as the family of God? Walking in the good works He
prepared for us. Or are we still clinging to the habits of the old
family we were rescued from?

As Gentiles, we were once excluded, foreigners and strangers to
the promises of God. We had no hope and no place in the covenant
family. But through the blood of Christ, we have been grafted in.

Paul describes this beautifully in Romans 11:17:
“If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a

wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now
share in the nourishing sap from the olive root...”

We, who were like a wild olive branch growing far from God, have
been joined into His tree. We now share in the life, the promises,
and the covenant love that once belonged only to Israel.

Through Christ’s blood, we have found peace. He has broken down
the barrier between Jew and Gentile and made unity where there
was once division.

In Christ, God has created a new people and a new family. He has
formed one body—the church, the family of God. No longer divided
by heritage, background, or ethnicity, we are now united under one
Saviour, one cross, one Spirit, and one Father.

Galatians 3:28
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Verses 19-22

“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his
household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole
building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the
Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”

Not only have we been saved and brought near to God—we are no
longer strangers or outsiders. God has taken us out of the family of



death and despair and made us citizens with the saints, the people
of God.

So what does that mean for us?
To be citizens gives us identity, foundation, and meaning.

Our identity is now found in the Lord Jesus—not in ourselves, not in
our past, and not in the emptiness we once lived in without Him.

Our foundation is Christ Himself and His Word, which teaches,
corrects, and trains us. As Paul writes in 2 Timothy 3:16, Scripture
is God-breathed and profitable for every part of our lives.

Our meaning is this: you and | belong to God. We are part of His
household, His family.

The church is built on the Word of God, on the foundation laid by
the apostles and prophets. Because of this, it is essential that we
shape our lives, and our life together as a church family, according
to God’s Word.

But how do we do that?

1 Timothy 3:15-16

“If | am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct
themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living
God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. Beyond all question, the
mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in
the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was

preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was
taken up in glory.”

We, as God’s household, are called to conduct ourselves in a way
that reflects the truth of the gospel—a truth centred on Christ
Himself. The Lord Jesus tells us that we show we belong to His
family when we do the will of the Father (Matthew 12:46-50).

We are called to do good to all people, but Scripture makes it clear
that we have a particular responsibility toward those who are part of
the family of Christ.

Galatians 6:10
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”

We should be looking for ways to help our fellow believers. That is
why, as a church and as the family of God, we ought to support
missions. Missions provide us with opportunities to serve,
encourage, and strengthen our fellow believers around the world.
When Ina comes to share the Mission Focus, we should feel a
hunger to help more because these missionaries are our family.

If someone in your own household were struggling, you would be
the first to step in and help. The sad reality is that, as a church, we
often struggle to support the church here and to support missions
elsewhere. The offering isn’t what helps, but it is a practice of our
obedience and discipline as believers.

This is the culmination of what the church is: the body of people, the
spiritual building, and the family of God.



“In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. And in Him you too are being built together
to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.”

This means that you and | have a responsibility to represent the
gospel because we are the church. We must continually seek the
Lord, spend time with one another, encourage one another, and
pursue fellowship so that we become a stronger, united, Christlike
family. In doing so, we grow as a living testimony to the Lord Jesus
and His Word.

As the family of God, rescued from death, made alive in Christ, and
built together as His dwelling place, let us commit ourselves afresh
to living out this identity. Let us seek unity, deepen our fellowship,
support one another, and devote ourselves to the Word of God. And
as we walk together. Strengthened by His Spirit and shaped by His
grace—may our lives, both individually and as a church, reflect the
love, truth, and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ to a world that
desperately needs Him. May we be a family that lives for Him, loves
like Him, and stands firmly on His Word, all for the honour of His
name.

Amen



