SCROLL DOWN FOR CANTONESE
KINGS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 13 July 2025 10 am

“Forgive!”

Welcome

Hymn MP 666 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases

Scripture Psalm 32 (page 560)

Prayer

Children’s talk

Chorus MP 321 I’m accepted I’m forgiven
MP 324 I’'m redeemed yes [ am

Notices:

Prayer time & Lord’s prayer

Reading Matthew 18:21-35 (page 985)

Hymn MP 1024 All of my days (3:15)

Sermon “Forgive!”

Hymn CH 566 a debtor to mercy alone

Prayer

Close

Prayer

e Our neighbour is a couple with three children. One son does not talk to the other two, and they in turn
don’t talk to him. So too with the parents. The ‘Will’ is being changed. It looks like it will continue to the
grave.

How miserable that a family should be like that. While we increasingly see this all around, it should never
happen in the church family, the family of God’s people. You may have been to a funeral where some are not
welcome, yes even at a funeral. Not with us.

For relationships to work in this fallen world something is needed, something quite at odds with our natural
tendencies.

How can sinners get on? The answer is grace and that means forgiveness.

How can sinners get on? The answer is forgiveness and that means grace.

Before Adam and Eve sinned there was perfect harmony with them and the Lord God their maker - and perfect
harmony between each other.

The moment they sinned and cursed, another force came into being, a natural hostility towards God - and also a

natural hostility towards each other.

Magnets have a strong attraction to each other - but reverse them so they push away and it’s nigh on
impossible to draw them together. They repel one another. So it is with us all as fallen people.

We too are now naturally at odds with one another. We can only relate well if there is grace and forgiveness.

Thank God for his common grace in the world that enables us to somewhat get on and societies to function.

Forgiving someone is the most important thing we can do to one another — and it is about the most difficult thing
to do. Why should we need it so much - and often desire it so much — but find it so hard to give to others? Grace
is a generosity of heart, it can never come through making laws — it’s a work in my heart. Why’s it so hard?
Because it confronts my pride.

When | say forgiveness | do not mean toleration, or appeasement. I do not mean respecting another’s rights, | do
not mean co-existing. No, in forgiveness there is now no issue between me and the other person, no hindrance,
no debt owing. As Christians we should be quick to ‘Forgive!”
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The parable starts at v23. It is a response to Peter’s question to Jesus.

v21 Peter came to Jesus, he’s bothered ""Lord, how many times shall | forgive my brother when he sins against me?

Ever thought that? I've forgiven her twice now, this is definitely the last time. It’s their last chance, do that
again, say that again, and that’s it, that’s definitely it! - Is that you? Do you think like that?

Peter says Up to seven times?" Why seven? This seven seems to be a number God uses in the Bible. Is Peter

thinking of Gen 4:15 where the Lord says if anyone murders Cain God will avenge him seven times.

Does Peter think Jesus will praise him for his bigheartedness? If so, his expectation was not fulfilled. There’s
something wrong with Peter's approach. It smacked of pharisaism. It sounded as if forgiveness was a commodity
that could be weighed, measured, and counted out like money, parcelled out little by little up to a certain well-
defined limit. ~

22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
Or ‘seventy times seven’ as RSV and others have it. This is a complete reversal of what the law laid down for
equivalent, equal revenge Ex. 21:24; Mt. 5:38.

Jesus, using Peter's number ‘7’ completely destroys his underlying assumption. Jesus takes the two perfect
numbers —10 and 7— and multiplies them together, and then once again multiplies the result by 7. He is
showing that the spirit of genuine forgiveness recognizes no boundaries. Seventy times seven 7 x 7 x 10 (= 490).

I receive emails saying of the church house, “your credit is running low” do you do that with people who
annoy you? “Your credit is running low, you are near your limit?” No, Jesus is saying we must keep forgiving,
on and on and on and on..... forgiveness is to be unlimited. Just as evil loves unlimited revenge If Cain is
avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy-sevenfold. Gen. 4:24 SO we must love give unlimited pardon

It is a state of heart, not a matter of calculation. One might as well ask, "How often must I love my wife, my
husband, my children?" as to ask, "How often shall I forgive?". Everyone immediately senses that when Jesus
said, "up to seventy times seven times," he did not mean "exactly 490 times, but not 491." He is saying "Forgive
without ever stopping... on and on and on love our brother and sister endlessly.”

Now Jesus gives this parable 23 " Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants.

But this parable is not just about how many times, it vividly illustrates the extent and not just the frequency of
forgiveness. You could say it also expands the petition in the Lord's Prayer about forgiveness matt 6:12, 14

Jesus in comparing two people makes a stark contrast to press the point.

There is the king who forgives his servant and there’s the one servant who won’t then forgive another servant.
We have a vertical relationship made possible by the king - and this must play out horizontally.

24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able
to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
Outside Israel the practice of selling those who were unable to pay their debts was common. So by royal decree
this official, his family and all his possessions are ordered to be sold. The proceeds must go towards paying the
debt. The consequences of debt affect everyone.

Debt is a huge problem in our society. Average household debt is £8k on loans and credit cards, (student
Loans £9k mortgages £193k)

Debts don’t just go away, payback day will always come. All of us will one day be required to pay for our sin.
The wages of sin is death, first physical death - but after that the payment for sin is eternal death.

Every other religion either ignores sin, or thinks that you just have to ‘say sorry and mean it” and then that god
will count it as nothing. This is to misunderstand God and therefore misunderstand sin.

If God is infinitely Holy - then sin is infinitely terrible. And a God who is just must punish the affront of sin
towards His holiness. This God will do that on the day of judgment when every account is settled. The King is
just. A day has been set when every book will be opened and every sin accounted for, nothing will be left out.

This man’s debt is huge. An ‘Attic’ talent, the kind probably meant here, amounted to no less than 6,000 denarii.
At the rate of 6 denars a week (a denar for each working day, Mmatt 20:2,13) means it would take a labourer 1,000
weeks, that is 20 years to earn one talent! But even if he were able to save all the money he earned, he could not
expect during his lifetime to accumulate even ten talents - and this man owes the king ten thousand!
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It is an impossibly huge debt.

That debt is like our debt. How did he come to owe so large a sum? Had he been put in charge of the King’s
treasury and been stealing his wealth?

Interesting idea. Is that not what the Lord made man to do, to look after his wealth? Has he not entrusted his
world to us all?, and what have we done? We have, neglected, or pillaged, and not given him his due.

What a great debt each of us has towards God our creator. One translation the NEB says it "ran into millions'. In
those days it’s a figure unrealistic in any human story. But it sharpens - the extent of human sin - the inability to
ever pay it off - and the wonder of divine forgiveness.

26 The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’
Literally "having prostrated himself" he begged for patience “I’ll pay back everything”. This he could not. How
deluded. Repay that debt? No way.

Does anyone here think you can make up for, do anything to ‘pay what you owe back to God’! To think that is to
display no sense of the Holiness of God and no understanding of the seriousness of sin.

» Are you trying to do something, live in a certain way, give something, so that God will accept you? What has
happened to all you have failed to do? All those years of failing to honour God in everything?

As Adam and Eve discovered one act of disobedience in taking the forbidden fruit is like breaking all of the law.
And how much more have we all done? The perfection of God shows the dreadfulness of sin ‘the sinfulness of
sin’. Pay it off? Never, impossible. You can never, ever pay it off, hell and punishment will have no end. That’s
part of the misery of it. It’s punishment without end. A holy just God will allow no other.

Do you understand your debt to God?

Surely this man must have known that he could never fulfil his brash promise. But he, and you and I can plead
for mercy to a merciful God.

27 The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go. Out of sheer compassion the master
granted this servant far more than he had asked, and completely cancelled his huge debt, he released him from
any punishment. His huge debt - all cleared, all gone.

The King is willing, God IS willing. He does not desire anyone to perish but all to come to salvation. He takes no
delight in punishing and in his love he makes a way to see those estranged put right with him. v23 said that the
king wanted to settle accounts with his servants. He wanted to.

We read in 2 Samuel Like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be recovered, so we must die. But God does
not take away life; instead, he devises ways so that a banished person may not remain estranged from him. 2Sa 14:14
how wonderful He is. That is his desire.

How did the Lord do that and still remain just? By laying the debt onto His Son. His Holy pure underserving
Son. It is on the cross that this willing substitute takes onto himself the sin of others. He absorbs my wrong like a
sponge, he lifts out the stain of my wickedness, he bears my sin. Jesus holy and pure, became dirty so as to make
me clean.

A great substitution takes place, my sin goes > and his righteousness comes to me < and God accepted that,
showing it by raising Him to life.

Can you say, now today God made him who had no sin to be sin for ME, so that in him | might become the
righteousness of God. 2Co 5:21

The story takes a turn here. That servant now refuses to cancel his fellow servant's petty debt.
28 But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow-servants who owed him a hundred denarii.

A hundred denarii: ‘a few pounds'. (NeB) It’s nothing compared with the huge debt mentioned earlier it is
1/600,000™ of his cancelled sum.

It should be easy for him to let it go, wipe it off. But what does he do? Instead He grabbed him (by the throat)
and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. How could he? Our attention is not on the
compassion of the king - but now it’s on the cruelty of the servant.

Note: his immediate reaction on the discovery of the debt of his fellow servant reveals his true ugly self. It is
these unchecked, unrestrained responses that show what we are really like.
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That unkind word comes and you immediately fire back with both barrels? A driver cuts in front and there’s
sudden outburst of anger?

Is that you? and I? This man grabs him by the throat before a word has been said to his fellow servant, who 29 fell
to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.” What he says is almost the same as had
earlier been that of the first servant. 30 But he refused.

Are you thinking “should | expect a person to plead forgiveness and repent?” Is my forgiving him or her
conditional on their repentance? Yes, for a believer, No, for an unbeliever, who probably won’t repent, doesn’t
repent. The passage is not about this, it is to do with my attitude. x2

Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. The smallness of the debt
meant he wasn’t legally permitted to sell his fellow servant into slavery, but could have him sentenced to prison
and forced labour to work off his debt.

Far from permitting the near-echo of his own words to fill him with pity, so that he would now be happy to
welcome the opportunity to treat others as he had himself been treated, the first servant reacts in this violent way.

However, someone is watching. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed

and went and told their master. There’s always someone watching. Do you know the best way to live? Assume

the Lord is always watching, He is.

Like a criminal, many atheists are so because they hate the sense that someone is watching. We must
remind them that some one is!

32 Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, He is indeed, or as we would say today,

"You mean scoundrel™. His attitude and action was inexcusable. We will be ‘called in’ on our attitude.

» Have | received divine mercy? This is the only true basis for human mercy. Ignore the divine and the horror of
human evil will prevail.

‘I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. The original is very emphatic. The words "all that
debt" are at the very beginning.

33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow-servant just as I had on you?’ the answer should be ‘yes’, yes [
will, Yes | must!

If I have received and understand the debt the Lord has released me from, then I should be happy to release a
brother or sister from their small debt.

We must forgive one another. David reminds us when we sin is it God’s law we break, I am not the law maker So
how can I not forgive another? The Lord tells us to - for forgiveness heals broken relationships

Isn’t the principle simple? We have mercy on each other as the Lord has had mercy on you? Isn’t that our lasting
obligation?" If you have been forgiven - then our unceasing gratitude must show in forgiving others

e Those around increasingly will not show forgiveness, how often do we hear outside of court a person
saying they will never forgive them for what they have done, or how "I wish they will rot in hell”

e A Christian is different, very different. In January 1999, Graham Staines, a missionary from Queensland,
was burnt alive by Hindu extremists in his car in the Indian state of Orissa. He died along with his 2 sons
aged 10 and 6, in order to ‘bury Christianity’. His wife Gladys publicly forgave the perpetrators

e The front page of The Times on Friday 22 November 2002 said in large print "Missionary’s widower
forgives her brutal killers" A BRITISH man whose missionary wife was shot dead in southern Lebanon
yesterday forgave her killers and said that she would have done, too. He said “God led us to Lebanon”

What a powerful testimony it is to the Lord’s grace. And in Christ’s church - in whom He dwells by his spirit -
we have His power to forgive.

Don’t forgive and you tear the church apart, the devil has his foothold, the Lord’s is grieved and dishonoured,
churches break apart because of it.

> Don’t let any one person here, including me, be the cause of that!

This is so important, so fundamental to the way the Lord is that there is a sobering warning 34 In anger his master
turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 This is how my heavenly
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart. It is clear from this ending that if
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you won’t forgive another then that shows you have not known forgiveness yourself. The one who is unforgiving
- are not themselves forgiven by God.

The man forgiven by God through what Christ has done will give - in his treatment of others - unmistakable
evidence of His gratitude to God.

» This parable takes up a third of chapter 18. Here the Lord tells his people, the church how we should be, how
we as a family of saved sinners can live well together. And how? It is through constant, deep, endless
forgiving of one another. It’s a work of His grace in my heart.

Christians forgive, Christian’s forgive. We must live that out. END
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