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The crossing!

Welcome
Hymn MP 85 Come and see come and see
Scripture Exodus 15 (page 72)
Prayer
Children’s talk Doortje
Chorus MP 99 Come on and celebrate
MP 245 How great is our God
Notices:

Prayer time & Lord’s prayer

Reading Exodus 14:1-14, 15-31 (page 71)
Hymn MP 1227 The splendour of the King
Sermon The crossing!

Hymn MP 924 Salvation belongs to our God
Prayer

Close

Prayer

e 'Beyond utopia’ is a documentary about North
Koreans escaping from their country and the

clutches of an oppressive and evil regime. Pastor
Kim is a man who has dedicated his life to seeing

a number make it safely across the border to
freedom.

Today we have another crossing, from the land of

slavery - to the land of freedom. The title this morning

is “The crossing” x2
Let us see how they made the crossing, how the

Egyptians tried to stop them leaving, and the powerful

arm of God that brought them out.

Exodus chapter 14 records this ‘exodus’ as the key
historical event, it’s truly the great escape, the rescue
of the Lord’s people from bondage. It is about being

‘saved’ the theme of all the Bible. There’s even a song

about it in the next chapter.

The crossing of the Red Sea is the great hinge of the
OT. The departure of the children of Israel out of

Egypt, the birth of the Jewish church is made yet more

memorable by many works of wonder. And as it

speaks of the great crossing over from death to life we

see here Christian conversion written on the large
canvas of history. Here the invisible inner change

within each true believer is thrown up on the screen in
glorious techni-colour. Let us look at evil Pharoah and

his hordes, those fleeing, and God’s powerful hand
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making it all happen.

This was something promised

From Genesis 12 onwards the Lord promised Abraham
“to your offspring I will give this land”, Gen 12:7, 15:7. 17:8
it would be an everlasting possession. The promise was
made again to Isaac Gen 26:3, and to Jacob who would
go down to Egypt and be brought back again. God
spoke to Jacob now called Israel *'I am God, the God of
your father," he said. ""Do not be afraid to go down to
Egypt, for | will make you into a great nation there. |
will go down to Egypt with you, and | will surely bring
you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your
eyes." Ge 46:3-4 & Gen 48:4

Evil Egypt

In the Bible Egypt, as well as Babylon represent the
power of evil at work in this world. Yes, there are evil
forces at work. Invisible spirits with very visible
effects. We can see it everywhere. They seek the
opposite of what God wants, they aim to set man
against man, they are the purveyors of hatred,
destruction and death. Egypt is the land of death.

The last words of Genesis, the previous book, ends
with Abraham’s descendants, the people of God, in
Egypt. Joseph died and his body was, we are told,
placed in a coffin - in Egypt Gen 50:26

Egypt is the land of death. You go down to Egypt, you
go down to ‘deathland’. And that is now where the
people of God are. Did they know that this wasn’t their
home? Did they know that there was another land,
described as the land of the living? Does a tadpole
know that his home is really not in the water but in
the air? Does he know there is somewhere ‘up
there’. Did those suffering in servitude and slavery
expect to be their all continually, to live and die there,
as the generations had before them. Or did they hope
that one day they would brought up out of Egypt? Had
they remembered the promises made? Does a Christian
know we are going to be saved beforehand? No.

> While our names have been written in the book of
life in the eternal council of God bhefore the world
was created — we know it not.

We read chapter 14 in two parts. Verses 1-12 starts
with the Lord speaking and we see the Egyptian forces
pursuing the fearful and confused escapers. Verses 15-
31 Has again the Lord speaking in a similar vein and
then we see what He does to save His people from the
enemy.

» There’s what the enemy was trying to do — and
what the Lord did.

In both the Lord would bring glory to his name - and
the forces of evil would know that the Lord is God.
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We read in Ephesians that His intent was that through
the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
realms Eph 3:10

Pharaoh in a rage roars like a lion disappointed of his
prey. 6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his
army with him. 7 He took six hundred of the best
chariots, (no foot soldiers for he’s to move fast) along
with all the other chariots of Egypt, (600 plus all the
others a vast amount by any standards) with officers
over all of them. They rush ahead a breakneck speed 9
The Egyptians—all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots,
horsemen and troops—pursued the Israelites and
overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi
Habhiroth, opposite Baal Zephon. Pharoah’s proud heart
is swelled with indignation and longs to be revenged.

Have you really forgotten the sorrowful funerals of
your firstborn?” Now all he wants is to make Israel
feel his resentment. How the devil is angry at losing
his prey, he will not easily let a man or woman go. He
will do all he can to stop them. As with North Korea,
great measures are put in place to stop anybody
leaving. And when someone does the family may
well suffer. How little we know how the evil forces are
at work when we are about to be saved. We know
those not to be saved have the word snatched away by
the devil.

Here we see what happens to those about to be
rescued.

So secondly the Israelites

They have heard and obeyed the call to go. But as they
go, they go fearfully when they hear the sound of
thousands of thundering hoofs 10 As Pharaoh
approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the
Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified
and cried out to the LORD. They knew very well the
strength and rage of the enemy, and they could see
their own weakness; the slow vulnerable crawl of men,
women and children all on foot, unarmed,
undisciplined, disquieted by long servitude. Now
penned up by the situation of their camp how could
they escape. On the one hand was Pi-hahiroth, a range
of impassable craggy rocks; on the other hand was
Baalzephon which some think were forts and garrisons
upon the frontiers of Egypt. Behind them were the
Egyptians - before them was the sea. They were as we
say between the devil and the deep blue sea.

All they could do was to call out in distress. We too
may know we are following God and are on the way
towards heaven, and yet be in great straits and facing
troubled on every side, 2Co 4:8.

11 They said to Moses, ""Was it because there were no
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die?
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No there were no tombs in Egypt in the normal sense
because with the low lying land liable to flooding they
were above ground, I have seen the same in New
Orleans in Luisiana.

What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?
12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us
serve the Egyptians’? Really? Had they memory
problems like Pharaoh? “It would have been better for
us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!""
How distorted our view of the world can be, it has
nothing to offer, it does not love you, why should we
love it? Why remain in it lies and clutches as miserable
captives?

Why be attracted to it? It’s possible to be in here this
morning but still prefer the ways of this world — more
than the ways of the Lord.

If that is you then you don’t know much about the
good land. You haven’t seen it. You are still in Egypt,
and not having departed do not know, and have not
experienced what there is ahead.

» The world is like a brightly wrapped present, its
garish paper covered in fancy bows, but inside is
just packaging. Knowing Jesus is like being
handed a plainly wrapped brown parcel. But open
it up and there is a great treasure and wonder
upon wonder.

When a born again believer speaks of the joy of
knowing the Lord, it is something a non-believer can
only guess at. No-one who is not a Christian can
understand.

You know of only what you have. You can only try to
imagine what others have. If you have not been where
they have been, or experienced what they have, or
should I say have come to know Jesus, you can only
guess. However, someone who has been made new
remembers what it was like before, to be where you
now are.

The question is, are you still in Egypt? And if you are
— are you content where you are — in this world is sin?
Are you seeking a way to flee?, to escape?, you will
need help.

So let us lastly - consider the Lord’s power

The Lord commanded those wandering in the desert
“to turn back and camp near Pi Hahiroth, between
Migdol and the sea. They are to camp by the sea,
directly opposite Baal Zephon. They could have just
carried on across the desert but they were told to camp
at Pi Hahiroth why?

The Lord wanted to show them — and show us - that
salvation is a crossing over, it is a crossing over. And
that no-one can cross over unless he, the Lord,
miraculously enabled him to do so.
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Where they were at Etham there was no sea in their
way to obstruct their passage: but God himself orders
them into straits, - so all can see that he alone can
bring them out of those straits.

Do you know that God raises difficulties for his
people, that he may have the glory of saving them out
of them, and helping his people over them.

And that salvation, conversion, is an event, you do not
drift into the Kingdom of God. No, there is a line, a
crossing over as Jesus said "I tell you the truth,
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has
crossed over from death to life.” Joh 5:24. From death to
life. We are all naturally dead. I don’t mean physical
death, although it is surely that too, no death is
separation from God. It results in a deadness to God.
You talk to a person about the things of God, and they
do not understand you, that is deadness. That person
speaks of people, pets, food etc., their mind is on
things here, that is deadness to God. Jesus can bring a
person from their deadness and make them alive. He
does this by giving His Spirit, the Spirit of life. It
happens in an instant. We are made alive in an instant.
Salvation is not just wandering around some field
not knowing where we are. There is a crossing over.

The Lord had planned that they would cross the Red
Sea, or the Sea of Reeds near modern Qantarah. 'Red
Sea' is a mistranslation.

The Lord’s people are now in a cul-de-sac hemmed in
by the Bitter Lakes and a mountain range, between
Migdol and the sea. There is impassable water before
them. Behind and bearing down on them is an
intractable foe. It is an impossible situation. Does that
describe you now?

‘Sea’ is used in the Bible as a picture of separation and
death. The word comes up 10 times in this chapter
alone, and much more often in Ch. 15.

The Israelites are petrified. They, - says Ne 9:9, - issue a
cry at the Red Sea.

What to do? Help! What now? 13 Moses answered the
people, ""'Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see
the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The
Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The
LORD will fight for you; what are we to do?? you need
only to be still.""

Stand firm, be still. Trust me, here is the start of real
faith, faith is obedience, — in the midst of their distress
—do not fear - trust me.

Does the Lord have to say that to you? Yes this sea is
impassable — only the Lord can bring you over. psaim
106 says the Lord rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up;
he led them through the depths as through a desert. ps
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106:9 goes on to speak of the Lord’s awesome deeds by
the Red Sea. Ps 106:22.

No wonder the Egyptians taunt them. But while the
Hebrews are in their faithless panic Moses is
convinced that despite how it looks, the situation is
entirely under the Lord's control. He 19 the angel of
God, who had been travelling in front of Israel’s army,
withdrew and went behind them.

This we see in v24 is the Lord. In God’s dealings with
His people we see in the Bible different phases. Later
the Lord speaks through the prophets, in our day it is
through his Son. In those days it was through what we
can a ‘theophany’, a divine appearance. Jesus is the
one who appears as ‘The’ angel on numerous
occasions and here as the pillar of cloud 20 coming
between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the
night the cloud brought darkness to the one side the
Egyptians - and light to the other; the Lord’s people, <
> so neither went near the other all night long.”

“21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a
strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters
were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea
on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and
on their left.

The crossing is miraculous - God uses a strong east
wind - a natural agent - with supernatural results in
dividing the waters. But this crossing is only for some
— It is not for the enemies of God 23 The Egyptians
pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots
and horsemen followed them into the sea. They thought
they had made it — As Jesus on the cross the forces of
evil thought they had their prey — only for the tables to
be turned. So here 24 During the last watch of the night
the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud
at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25 He
made the wheels of their chariots come off so that they
had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, "Let’s
get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for
them against Egypt.” Yes, Yes, the Lord is the
champion, in his mighty display of power and
splendour He destroys the foe, our foe. We are
reminded as we will soon sing; Salvation belongs to
our God. This is the miracle of conversion. Does God
still do miracles? Yes conversion is the modern day
miracle.

> That is why a new believer is baptized, to show that
like crossing the Red Sea, The Lord has brough me
from to death and up to life.

Can you do that? Can someone dead make themselves
alive? Do you have what it takes to get across? Can
you really enter the Kingdom of God through your
own effort? Your so called goodness, is no goodness.
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Do not say ‘I asked Jesus into my life’ or ‘| gave my
heart to Jesus’ No, no I, I, I. The sign that the Lord has
brought you over from one side to the other is that you
now have His victory over evil and sin, you live a life
of repentance and faith.

The Lord timed it such that the enemy was onto them
— s0 he can dramatically defeat them. Without an
enemy it would be no rescue.

e It would be strange to ‘rescue’ a North Korean

when there is no border, no army, no patrols it
would mean nothing.

The enemy is very real — but the Lord has more power
- and he robs the forces of evil of their power - the
LORD swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed
back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire
army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into
the sea. Not one of them survived. Our great God
delivered his helpless people who 29 went through the
sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right
and on their left. A sign of power - and of love as
Psalm 136 says to him who divided the Red Sea
asunder His love endures forever. ps 136:13 and Ps 136:15

They had been brought out. He brought out his people

with rejoicing, his chosen ones with shouts of joy; Ps

105:43

e Imagine escaping from a prison camp and
suddenly you are out of the tunnel and the wire
is behind you, or you have left the castle that
held you captive - what joy you would have,
what lightness in your step, what thanksgiving in
your heart, what praise on your lips towards He
who made it possible.

In the miracle of conversion a Christian can talk of
victory after victory!

For me the bad language suddenly stopped, pride
was checked, bad behaviour went, there was a real
desire for moral uprightness. My obsession for
music went, I remember immediately at my
conversion playing my ‘favourite’ music and it
sounded flat, powerless. Drug taking stopped, I
could say no to drink, I lost the desire to smoke, on
and on. And I had a burning desire to know Jesus
more, the one who had brought me to know a
father in heaven whom I wanted to adore and
praise. That and more is conversion. Do not belittle
conversion.

That is crossing over. Have you crossed over? Do you
know a before and after? Or are you still in Egypt? In
the world and living its way? God’s right judgment
awaits you. Without crossing over you can never live a
life of obedience and faith. If you have crossed over
rejoice that you are eternally free from sin, there is
now no condemnation for you! Hallelujah. Don’t look
back, how foolish to return to slavery. The bridges are
burned, the road is closed. If you are now saved then
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live a life of constant praise to the Lord our Saviour.
END
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