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Kings Norton Baptist Church

Sunday 29" June 2025 10 am
“Living out Christ’s call on my life”.

Welcome

Hymn MP 109 crown him with many crowns

Scripture Isaiah 61 (page 748)

Prayer

Children’s talk

Chorus MP 389 Jesus you are changing me
MP 795 You laid aside your majesty

Notices:

Prayer time & Lord’s prayer
1 Corinthians 9:19-27 (page 1150)
Only a Holy God (on the bulletin

Reading
Hymn
sheet) 3:30
Sermon “Living out Christ’s call on my life”.
Hymn
Glorious God
Prayer

Close

Praise 178 Great is the gospel of our

Prayer

e When at the Junior school on Monday Doortje
was just about to put out some chairs when
some enthusiastic children burst through the
door, YThat’s our job’. Do you remember at
school when a teacher called you to do
something; maybe collect up the books, move a
table or put out some chairs? You jumped up
overjoyed that the teacher had chosen you, and
you were all too eager to do what was asked of
you. At Crusaders when we mention ‘Bibles’
they are keen to be chosen to go to collect
them.

This is what happens when Christ’s call comes.
Before that you are one of many running through life
doing what you want to do - and then He chooses
you, he calls you to leave all that behind and follow
Him, he has something for you to do, something far
better, far, far better.

So it was with those Galilean fishermen, or that
greedy tax collector, they left everything — and
followed Jesus.

So it is with every Christian. A Christian has a clear
calling - and when it comes it is inconceivable that
he or she would not know it. It’s also inconceivable
that having heard the call you should just stay where
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you are. That is to not hear the call.
clear about his call.

Paul was very

1 Cor 1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ by
the will of God. Rom 1:1 Paul,... called to be an apostle
and set apart for the Gospel of God

Every Christian is called up, called out to serve
Christ’s purposes. The church is His ‘called out’
people that’s what the word church means.

» The title this morning is “Living out Christ’s call
on my life”. x2 We have three parts here: the call
- the plan - and the urgency. x2

Christ has a work for each of us to do. Eph 2:10 and
that work is a gospel work. We are to be His
witnesses — and that involves speaking.

It means speaking of something of which the vast
majority are ignorant. Most people just don’t know,
they know nothing of the Gospel of saving Grace.
You know it and Christ has called you to tell them.

Children don’t know. The school won’t tell them,
their parents don’t tell them so who will? But they
must know and it is your and my job to make them
know. It’s the Lord’s will that everyone should know
— and he has called you up to tell them.

And what are you to tell them? The simple gospel,
that is that through Christ and what he did on the
cross a man or woman, boy or girl can be saved from
the Judgment to come and be right with God —
forever.

Before the school Assembly last Monday a boy
came up to us and asked the question, “*how can I
be close to God” The answer I told him is the
cross. He didn’t know, now he does, and so with this
knowledge he can enter the kingdom of God. This is
the Good News, this is the Gospel of salvation.
Through this message the dead can live. The Gospel
is the key to life, and everyone who has been saved
by Jesus has been given this key, that you may open
the door to others.

You hold the key. You have what they desperately
need. Can you see the true state of those not yet
saved? They are on death row, they are chained - As
we once where - and heading for destruction.
Parliament Square outside the House of Commons
is the place for demonstrations; anti-Brexit, anti-
plastic waste, save Gaza, Iran against nuclear
weapons, they are all spreading their message -
But we have THE message x2, how can we remain
silent.

People in this world think they are free, they wander
around the world with all their planning and

TREHSE, REERE, REEF, A KA | scheming. No, this world is not one big theme
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park, no it’s not an adventure playground, it's not
Ikea, nor is it one big amusement arcade.

Soon they will come to the end of the conveyer belt
of life and fall before a Holy God who is angry at sin.
God will act justly, as he always does, and that
means eternal punishment will be metered out to
them.

It is only through the gospel that they can be released
them from their chains of sin. Speak about Jesus and
you open the door. When it is open those lost may
enter. You hold the key, Jesus has given it to you.

e On the London Underground I saw a man
looking confused, As I went towards him he
turned to me ‘could I help him?’ He was lost, in
the wrong place, going in the wrong direction
and actually didn't really know where he was
going. I showed him the place and set him off
on the right train with instructions.

You and I must do all we can to help the lost find
their way — That is what John the Baptist came to do,
to straighten the way, to remove the obstacles. We

must not do anything to hinder them from entering
life.

So we arrive at vi9 Though I am free and belong to no

man, [ make myself a slave to everyone, and why? to

win as many as possible. x2

e Jeremy Marshall Former CEO of Britain’s oldest
private bank and author of ‘Hope in the face of
suffering’ challenges us saying: “Has your faith
become all about you without you realizing it?
You feel unqualified to share the gospel. Yet,
doing so is exactly what we are called to do in
the Great Commission” (p45)

True freedom is not to do what I want, that is slavery,
but to do what God my maker made me to do. It is
for this that Christ frees his people. When the people
were freed from slavery in Egypt and taken out, they
were then, and only then, able to worship and serve
God as they should.

Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane cried to His
Father “not my will but yours be done”. So too we His
people say not my will, but your will. That is the sign
of Christ living in a person the ‘I’ is replaced with
you
Paul shows us that when Christ calls us to serve Him
and His eternal purposes - everything should be
given over to it. Nothing should get in the way of it.
In the previous passage Paul had surrendered his
right to support from the Church that nothing should
hinder Gospel work.

Strategy
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We must be clear about the call, and we must be
clear about the plan. Paul is very clear about what he
is about, here he tells us his strategy.

20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To
those under the law I became like one under the law
though I myself am not under the law, so as to win
those under the law. The point is we are to draw close
to those around and become like those we wish to
reach. Paul’s strategy is not ‘take it or leave it’. We
do not stand on the street disinterested and
passive like a Jehovah’s Witness. Who comes up
and takes a leaflet? Did you see anyone. No.

Jesus left heaven and took on the form of a man to
become like us, as John said he was one we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked at and our hands have touched 1 John 1:1.
Was He not the friend of sinners? As Hebrews 2
says: The one who makes men holy is of the same
family as those who are made Holy Heb 2:11

Jesus who came for all peoples was we are told born
under the law to redeem those under the law Gal 4:4

If Jesus did that — then we are to do the same. He
never became a sinner, but he mixed with sinners, he
was never a pharisee but he was there reasoning with
them, speaking their language.

If love for the Lord is in your heart then you will
love the lost, and that love will show in action. No
Christian can be indifferent. The opposite of love is
not hate, but indifference.

Paul as a Christian was no longer obliged to keep
that law. Gal 2:11f. He was very clear about the gospel
but when he was among Jews he acts as a Jew, he
even did a few things that the Mosaic law said - not
to be saved but to bridge build: for example for their
sakes he told Timothy to be circumcised, he purified
himself at Jerusalem, he shaved his head at
Cenchrea, he observed their sabbath, and abstained
from some sorts of food forbidden in the law; and
why? So that they would see he cared for them - and
he loved them enough that little by little he would
gain them; bring them over to Christ, and off of a
dependence upon their own righteousness, to put
their trust in Christ alone. Acts 16:3; 18:18; 21:26.

Paul was free and not bound by the standards of
others, yet he is prepared to make himself a slave to
all, and conform to their habits, -providing no real
principle is compromised, - to win as many as
possible to saving faith in Christ.

But what about the many we know who aren’t from a
religious background? 21 To those not having the law I
became like one not having the law though I am not
free from God’s law - but am under Christ’s law. Yes
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we are always under the authority of Christ, but must
be prepared to conform to the practice of non-Jews so
as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I
became weak, to win the weak. I have become all
things to all men so that by all possible means I might
save some.

No, we never compromise on Christian principles;
but I must sacrifice my own interests and
preferences completely, if I am to reach others.

Ask yourself, “am I willing to sacrifice my way of
doing things, how I look, how I speak, what I do so
as to get in with those around and see some saved?
Did you notice the ‘all’ I have become all things to all
men so that by all possible means I might save some.
v23 I do all this why? for the sake of the gospel Move
in close to others that they can see your life at close
quarters. Live that life that commends the
words you say.

That means I and some of you need to change things!
Didn’t Jesus’ life and actions mean people listened to
what he said? Didn’t they listen to him because they
could see what he was like and how he loved them?
e Homeless folk listen to gospel in the street
because they have seen the Lord’s people love

them, mix with them, give time to them at the
Homeless Centre. That opens ears.

We are the aroma of Christ, the ‘smell’ of Christ to
those around. When you are close to someone they
not only see you - but can smell you.

e Do you have an air freshener in the house?,

that little bottle on the power socket slowly
filling the room with a pleasant scent.

In a world that smells of rot and death Christians are
the aroma of Christ. Speak God’s Truth and the
sweet smell spreads out everywhere.

And Christ’s aroma is even stronger through
suffering Christians.
e Do you feel crushed? Then remember it is when

herbs are crushed that they give our their
strongest smell.

e Do you feel broken? Then like that bottle taken
out of its plastic container and smashed on the
floor, suddenly not just the room but the house,
and outside is filled with the sweetest
fragrance.

Jesus who related mainly to Jews was also the light
to the gentiles. He met the Italian Centurion, the
Syro-phoenician woman. Jesus related differently,
relevantly, to who they were. What he said was
pertinent to them, applicable to them. A sign of love
to them. He used a testimonial style, or invitational,
or a compassionate / hospitable approach. He

5a

5b



PRE AN, A8 A SR A i B B sk i, (

o gar
=1

o B SEHAN AR, MMTERMPINEE A @S
AR, TRTEA] #ED, EBfIREHE L ZED
e ? efmmeFF & ATFENML T, UERRZE—E
KEBAIZANE L, HEEGTHE(ITFEEHRE
B, MHAEUN—ELERE, MRERER
WEHA, BFEAZHIFREAREH, MAZ
RMINEEEETR | BEZRT BN, PAEEE
17197 » BRSO T - —(ESLE A L0 EL A LL
LRI BRIE RS 7 ORI B T R PR AR
ZARSL -

ARJEE, KNBC e 2 fEFAM 2 e AR al & o, 3
TR RIRE DR T2, WOR THILAZESR 2 3
(FERZ A AL A8, RERE PR B MRS IO N REER AR
IEAERE ARG FE 2 2 K RS 2 FAM an i (=
TERISAL 2 FAETESGREANMRINE 2 FAM A SR & =2 ik
FERGE, HEGIEREAES, (AR RSt e
HEERXERE ]

c WREARRIFF L L, Kb —(LiEEHE TE 1
, BREMMAEES, B A, SRR
RS, EREERE, FERERE S —(UEHL,
fEESimERENRE TE, BE—WEFE, €
BRI XL 2 7B,

[ TR, SRR R e e e 3 Ll ) 2 BL R

« LR, SEMR LS LR RS, DU RESy
RERR IS

23 JLERPTATHY, HHE 2 fE HOkki, 2 2B AR
HEM T HAFIR, R, T2k, Rkgs
EERIOL,

it Eaark
BAMESEF, M FER e, BERFE X Z K

ZOEHAMRL AL, 24 SRS R BRAIHA I
, ABASEEE A A — A 2 R EOE R AR,  arnl
EREE, B EENBOER g, fE =FTEH
MEEAT IR, W51 T RHLBUR, TR E Ay
IRAREIRE, 25 B A 2200 EE R B A HTRE i i A
Al AUPTE R MOE 2 TR — A g R AR LR
s IEBAFLERRMUE 2 TR — ik oE R AR E 5.
AR RS B REEL T etk B RO L EEE, SER
EAMRABRAENFLR, GEESE, FmE i
“PHIEFRE SR ITEERO N, AR L B OREF A R,
NEBFEA A T4, R BEEINER S i

reasoned with people or was at times confrontational,
He warned people

e Many churches have appeared on the estates of
Birmingham. That we would think of as being a
good thing. Not always. In fact many times
there have been Africa churches with highly
dressed up women, smartly suited men who
make no effort to fit in with those around on
these mainly white working and non-working
class estates. Often they would all drive in from
outside. (Caveat)

e Talk to the church leaders and they say their
church is for everyone, ‘everyone’ is welcome.
But how welcome are they? A service that is so
very African that no English man or woman
would go. I remember speaking to a Filipino
church leader whose church was on an estate,
he spoke of wanting to welcome locals. The
service was designed for Filipinos and in
Tagalog! It is the same with the Hong Kong
church with services in Cantonese. Even socially
how would a Brit fit in with close nit food based
culture. No that is opposite to what Paul is
showing here.

What about KNBC with our mixture of cultures how

much are we acting in love and accommodating our

differences? What should we change to make sure
those walking in can relate to what is going on? Is it
style? How do we to accommodate the culture of
believers? And what of nonbelievers? Our meetings
are primarily for the saints, the believers visitors are
welcome but we are not all about “seeker sensitive
services”

e I can think of a number of missionaries, one
person bought a house among the people,
learned their language and lived along side
them. Hudson Taylor wore Chinese clothes and
spoke Mandarin. I can think of another who
lived in large house with a high wall, drove a
pick-up truck and brought his culture with him

» Lord give me a loving concern for others, those
far and those near.
e Man here years ago learned about gardening so
as to be able to relate to his mother.
23 1 do all this for the sake of the gospel, - that I may
share in its blessings.” Yes, take the Gospel out and
you will share in its blessings.

Lastly the urgency

We have had the call, we know what to do and now
how much Paul says how we should do it. 24 Do you
not know that in a race all the runners run, but only
one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the
prize. The Isthmian Games, second only to the
Olympics, were held every 3 years in Corinth, and
drew immense crowds. To win was to be
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immortalized by the Greek public. 25 Everyone who
competes in the games goes into strict training. They
do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to
get a crown that will last for ever. The need for rigid
self-discipline is illustrated by athletes in training, a
familiar sight to every Greek. Every athlete, literally
'every one that agonizes', exercises self-control in all
things, giving up not only unhealthy pleasures, but
even legitimate occupations if they tend to make
body or will flabby. Greek athletes were prepared to
carry out the 10-month training for a mere wreath of
leaves. How much more worthwhile the Christian's
prize! A prize that is imperishable 2 Tim. 4:8
¢ We have all seen those who go into insanely
strict training - the marathon runner, exercise,
diet determination, perservering etc
26 Therefore I do not run like a man running
aimlessly; The Christian does not run aimlessly as if
unaware of the course or where the finishing post is.
I do not fight like a man beating the air. Nor is he like
a shadow-boxer, beating the air fist clenched with no
purpose 14:9.
27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that
after I have preached to others, I myself will not be
disqualified for the prize.”
Paul realizes he must, so to speak, pommel himself.
Gk. 'give a black eye to' his body and subdue it; i.e.
he must be master of himself in every department. So
that many including himself will be won for Christ.
Who is running who? Is you body running you? -
or you your body? It is time to show who is boss
and not let my body rule me.
To summarise
1. The call — A Christian has a high calling.
Everyone in Christ is to be willing to do as Jesus
did and Paul did and many others have and that
is make yourself a servant to all, to give up your
privileges and live as a servant; labour as a
servant, and as a servant please your master; -
that others may be made free.

2. The plan - The strategy says Paul is simple, using
all means we will be like any and every person
in all their differences so that they may come to
one person - Jesus Christ and find life through
Him.

e For an example buy an Aero, Milkybar, KitKat,
Quality Street, Smarties, Toffee Crips, Rolo,
Munchies, Yorkie, Snickers etc and whichever
one you buy, you are buying a Nestle product.

3. The effort - True believers love the gospel and
will ourselves fully to it.
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This evil world is soon to pass away, and all who do
evil will perish with it. A new world is coming, it’s
light has already burst into this dark world through
the resurrection of Christ. A bridgehead has been
made. The only message that saves is being taken
across the world by the Lord’s faithful people. It is
the calling upon every Christian. Are you doing your
utmost? Are you befriending those on death’s row?
Are you putting your loving arms around them that
they too will come with you into Christ’s new perfect
world. The Lord will lead us in triumphal procession
2 Cor2:14. And as we head to Glory let us lead others
there too. He who wins souls is wise.

END
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