Scroll down for Cantonese
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Sunday16th February 2025 10 am
Based on 15_11_01.doc the appointment of an elder

“Elders” our example

Welcome

Hymn MP 1227 The splendour of the king (3:17)

Scripture Proverbs 3:1- 26 (page 637)

Prayer

Children’s talk Joshua vdm

Chorus MP135 Father in Heaven how we love you
MP 151 For I’m building a people of power

Notices: Members mtg, DE 2pm,

Fellowship lunch next Sunday
Recognition of Joshau Van De Merwe as Elder at KNBC
Prayer for Joshua

Lord’s prayer
Reading 1 Peter 5:1-4 (page 1220)

(See also Ex 18:7-27, John 10)
Hymn MP 1261 Brothers sisters, let me serve you (-v5)
Sermon “Elders” our example
Hymn MP 498 O God our help in Ages past (Grace Com Ch)
Doxology Hebrews 13:20
ClOSE  =-mmmmmm e oo
Exordium

The Lord loves his Church. We see this as Peter stresses the need for leadership of his people in their suffering
and trials. And leadership of the right kind. He urges the local church leaders to discharge their duties in a ready,
enthusiastic and exemplary fashion, remembering to whom they are under-shepherds, the One who has promised
to reward then for their faithful service.

Be shepherds Peter tells the elders; Be shepherds serve and serve willingly. be an example to others.

So firstly 'be shepherds’

“To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow-elder”. Peter as an Elder speaks about what Elders should do - and
how they should be. He knows for as a witness of Christ’s sufferings, he saw Jesus’ perfect character when he was
up against it.

Peter would never have forgotten the words of the Lord when he said “Peter, do you love me?... Feed my sheep”
Leaders are told “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care”,

The commission, the command is to shepherd, and to shepherd as Jesus, the good shepherd, shepherded. And no-
one loved people as Jesus loved people. He is described as that great shepherd of the sheep Heb 13:20.

In the world many leaders have no love for people, they only care for themselves. That can be particularly true in
the religions of the world, for when Jesus says he is the good shepherd he is speaking to those who had spent
years under the evil sway of bad shepherds.




Jesus was deeply concerned for people. When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, why the
concern? What did he see that prompted that compassion? because without being led well they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Mt 9:36

Without a shepherd, without being watched over, without being taught, the people were like sheep and easily
lead astray. Christians need a shepherd, a leader. Without that then things will quickly go wrong.

Every church needs a shepherd. Like that irreducible bicycle The irreducible minimum for a church to be a
church - is to have at least one Elder.

When everything is going well and every part of the body is functioning as it ought, then leaders can end up
fairly invisible - but they are there.

A leader who loves the flock will make every provision for that flock, - and make sure they are never left
without a shepherd.

When Moses the shepherd of God’s people was told he was about to die what was the first thing he said in
response?

""May the LORD, .... appoint a man over this community to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them
out and bring them in, so that the LORD’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.' Nu27:16,17

Good shepherds do not go off and leave the flock, he makes sure they will be looked after even after he has gone.
May a shepherd never think of his own situation before the needs of the flock and leave them leaderless and
vulnerable - There are wolves out there!

Not just out there! There are, Paul says, possibly wolves inside as well! Addressing the Elders at Ephesus he

says: | know that after | leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your

own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard!
Acts 20:29-31

Bad shepherds care little, when trouble comes, they are soon off. The man runs away, he cares nothing for the
sheep. John 10:13

The Good shepherd, however, so loves the sheep he will give up his life to save them from the attacker.

There are many snares and pitfalls before a flock that is why Joshua and | need to be on our guard! The best
way Joshua and | can do that is as Timothy was told to “watch our lives and doctrine closely”

Pray that we will do so and be strong in Jesus
Pray for your leaders that we may be wise, and that we will not fail whether morally, practically
theologically.

3. Pray for Joshua and myself. It is a key relationship which the devil would love to destroy. These kind of
relationships are constantly under attack.

B I remember once, more than once, having a feeling of discord towards someone, it was unreasonable, I
could not fathom why, they had not done anything wrong. I was not jealous, I searched my heart - I
could sense the devil trying to divide and make me or them say something which would cause harm.

The devil tries to destroy relationships and divide Christians. He likes to see Christians ruined, ruining others and
ceasing to function properly.

That is why Love, Grace (same thing) and maturity are so important!
+ Having Joshua as an elder is a blessing for the church. Pray for another to rise up.

What does a good shepherd do? A good shepherd serves
He serves the one who has entrusted him to the task, serving as overseers

Peter reminds them that they are under shepherds, Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under Your care. It is not
your flock, it is Jesus’
B So and so’s church no it is Christ’s church, it is His

Shepherds are Christ’s servants and therefore should serve as the good shepherd did. Peter says Elders should Be
shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care — with compassion - under your care not under your rod.



Watch a TV programme on farming and you will see shepherds behind the flock. In the East Shepherds
lead the flock, they are in front.
Good shepherds don’t push from behind - but lead from in front. And if they are good and caring then to have a
leader is a blessing, to be lead well is a joy! A good shepherd is as example in how to live and how to serve.

A good shepherd is as example in being willing
—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to
serve,

There are pitfalls for the Elder that is why Peter says they must be willing, eager, an example. Not greedy for
money, which suggests that ministers from the earliest of days were being paid, they had a stipend. A stipend is
to enable someone to have an income to release them from having to work so that we can prepare the word of
God for the good of all. Ministers should not be after the stipend so they can avoid working. Minister should not
like the stipend so they have money coming in — in a world where most were poor, as is still the case in many
countries. Elders are to serve willingly.

An Elder is to be an example

In all these things Elders are to be an example. So it is not surprising that the major qualification of an elder is
not one of gifting, for who can determine his gifting — but it is one of character. A Christ-like character.

The only way the flock can be like Jesus - is if the elders are like Jesus

3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.

Some long for a position. They are not fit for church leadership.

E I know a Christian who is moving from church to church which has no pastor and suggesting to them
that he is called to be their pastor. I am glad to say none have fallen for it. When they do not see things
his way, he is off. Now he has another great plan.

James warns us Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach
will be judged more strictly. Jas 3:1

We must constantly beware of pride, the Lord will not favour the proud man for he is so contrary to Jesus who
came to serve as a servant, a slave.

Paul modelled humble leadership saying: Follow my example, as | follow the example of Christ. 1Co 11:1
Your leaders need to be ahead in maturity and Christ-likeness.
+ It is atrue saying that “the spirituality of the church is unlikely to rise above the spirituality of its leaders”

Samuel some years ago had some work experience at a printers.

It was work experience but it was also people experience. The way one learns best is to shadow people, to watch
people, see how they are, and see what they do. Do that over a period of time and you pick up what they are
really like. Samuel asked “was this an apprenticeship or internship? Maybe discipling would fit better. They are
all essentially about observing, watching and learning — from people.

+ Lasting changes are caught as much as taught x2

One person affects another. We all affect each other. This applies to everyone in the room. Your Christ-likeness
— or your worldliness, your maturity, or your immaturity — your enthusiasm to serve the Lord your profess — or
your lack of enthusiasm, your work for Kingdom of God - or your indifference is noticed - and has an influence
on everyone else here.

We particularly learn from leaders. We can learn from Peter. We can learn from Peter’s teacher: The Lord Jesus.
Servants learn from the Master.

+ Those with an exemplary character are a good example to others

They are to be blameless, that does not mean perfect. Blamelessness means they can come under the magnifying
glass, they can be scrutinised.

We see this in the life of Daniel — King Darius appointed 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, with three
administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king



might not suffer loss. Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his
exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.

Those who were against Daniel we are told could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and
neither corrupt nor negligent.

E Chris Mason the political Editor for the BBC said on Thursday that one of the role of journalists is to
‘stress test’ statements, to find out what is true and what is not true.

Daniel was ‘stress tested’ by his adversaries. Finally these men said, ""We will never find any basis for charges
against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God." Dan 6:1-5 Daniel stood the test.

+ The only way the flock can be like Jesus - is if the shepherd is always like Jesus

Good leaders impact others for good
There are many examples | could mention such as the powerful and Godly influence John Hooper had on his
flock in Gloucester. He was martyred under the reign of bloody Mary, as was Rowland Taylor of Suffolk.

Hear Foxe (of Foxe’s book of martyrs) describe the town where first Thomas Bilney and then Rowland Taylor
ministered:

E The town of Hadleigh was one of the first that received the Word of God in all England, at the preaching
of Master Thomas Bilney, by whose industry the Gospel of Christ had such gracious success, and took such
root there, that a great number in that parish became exceeding well learned in the Holy Scriptures,
women as well as men. So many had often read the whole Bible through that they could have said a great
part of St. Paul’s Epistles by heart, and very well and readily have given a godly learned sentence in any
matter of controversy.

E Their children and servants were also brought up and trained diligently in the right knowledge of God'’s
Word, so that the whole town seemed rather a university of the learned, than a town of cloth-making or
labouring people; and what was most commended is that they were for the most part followers of God’s
Word in their living.

B In this town of Hadleigh, Dr. Taylor was a good shepherd, abiding and dwelling among his sheep. He
gave himself wholly to the study of Holy Scripture, most faithfully endeavouring himself to fulfil that
charge which the Lord gave to Peter, saying, Peter, lovest thou Me? Feed my lambs; Feed my sheep; Feed
my sheep. This love of Christ so wrought in him, that no Sunday nor holy day passed, nor other time,
when he might not bring together the people and preach to them the Word of God, the doctrine of their
salvation.

E Not only was the word preached to them, but all his life and conversation was an example of unfeigned
Christian life and true holiness. He was void of all pride, humble and meek as any child; so that none were
so poor that they might not boldly, as to their father, resort to him. Neither was his lowliness childish or
fearful; but as occasion, time, and place required, he would be stout in rebuking the sinful and evil doers:
so that none was so rich that he would tell him plainly his fault, with such earnest and grave rebukes as
became a good pastor. He was a man very mild, void of all rancour, grudge, or evil will, ready to do good

to all men, readily forgiving his enemies, and never sought to do evil to any. (Rowland Taylor Martyr 1555 at
Hadleigh Five English reformers p.73)

Rowland Taylor took his responsibility very seriously, labouring in prayer and preaching - it goes on to describe:

B To the poor that were blind, sick, lame, bedridden, or that had many children, he was a very father, a
careful patron, a diligent provider, insomuch that he caused the parishioners to make a general provision
for them; and he himself (beside the continual relief that they always found at his house). He gave an
honest portion yearly to the common alms box.

B Rowland Taylor was a true shepherd, a good salt of the earth, savourly biting the corrupt manners of

evil men; a light in God’s house set upon a candlestick, for all good men to imitate and follow. (Rowland
Taylor Martyr 1555 at Hadleigh Five English reformers p.74)

He has his reward - For the faithful there is a glorious reward
4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 1Pe 5:1-4

In this life there is labour and hardship - but the reward is coming. The lord does not miss any service of the
saints, a record is kept and a crown awaits.

Peter knew he was one who will share in the glory to be revealed. Sharing in suffering goes with sharing in the
glory.

4



Paul said to the church in Thessalonica 1Th 2:19. For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory
in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Rowland Taylor could say the same as he went to
his final trial before entering Glory...

Rowland Taylor paid the ultimate price and was cruelly burnt at the stake. When that day came for his life to be
given up we are told:

E The streets of Hadleigh were filled with men and women of the town and country who waited to see
him; whom. When they beheld him led to death, with weeping eyes and lamentable voices they cried,
saying one another, Ah, good Lord, there goes our good shepherd from us, that so faithfully hath taught
us, so fatherly hath cared for us, and so godly hath governed us. O merciful God! What shall we poor
scattered lambs do ? What shall come of this most wicked world? Good Lord, strengthen him and comfort
him. The people were sore rebuked by the Sheriff and the catchpoles, his men, that led him. And Dr.
Taylor evermore said to the people, I have preached to you God’s Word and truth, and am come this day
to seal it with my blood. (Rowland Taylor Martyr 1555 at Hadleigh Five English reformers p.130)

Whether that will happen to you and | — we don’t know, it may yet do.
Let us be zealous, diligent and faithful to our call.
A glorious prize awaits his faithful servants. Pray for Joshua as he takes up this key role. End
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