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Kings Norton Baptist Church

Sunday 26 January 2025 10 am
God’s call to go
Opening Scripture
Hymn MP 708 To God be the Glory
Scripture Isaiah 61 (page 748)
Prayer
Children’s talk Go wash and see John 8
Chorus MP 545 Open our eyes Lord
Notices Masefield update. Members meeting next Sunday. Thursday time to pray, 5pm Evening
Service. New Cameo and Tudor House sheets. Tuesday Teaching
Prayer
Lord’s prayer - offertory box home - pray reference to giving in the service
Reading Exodus 3:7-17 (page 60)
Acts 7:30-38 (page 1099)
Hymn Only a holy God
Sermon Is the Lord using you?
Hymn MP 663 the price is paid

Closing prayer

Prayer
E Hostages have recently been released in the Middle East. You have seen their joyful faces, now their
ordeal is over, now their suffering has ended. They are free - and they are home.

If that was you, wouldn’t you be equally happy, indeed euphoric? Of course. That is like the experience of
becoming a Christian, sins forgiven, a burden removed, a new Joy and the presence of a loving Father. It’s
wonderful.

This gracious act of God is something we see throughout the Bible. It is like buying a stick of rock on holiday,
wherever you break it you get the same message ‘Blackpool’ or ‘Isle of wight’

God’s great plan to release those in captivity is laid out here in Ex 3

Salvation is always the same. First the problem - and then the answer. The snare of sin, - the cry for help, - the
concern of God, - the sending forth of a rescuer.

We start in Egypt. We always start in Egypt. The book of Genesis ends in Egypt, the last words are a coffin in
Egypt Gen 50:26.

In Exodus chapter 1 the Israelites have become slaves in Egypt. It is the land of slavery, the land of darkness. We
read in 1:13 the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly. They made their lives bitter with hard labour in brick and
mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their hard labour the Egyptians used them ruthlessly. Ex 1:13-14

Do you get the point? They were treated ruthlessly ... so what did they do?

They groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help - because of their slavery - went up to God. Ex
2:23. God is not deaf to the cries of his afflicted people. Every secret sorrow of His people is known to him.

= God saves the poorly oppressed — and judges the mighty oppressors.

Did God hear? Does God hear? God heard their groaning, yes he does hear and he remembered his covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them. Ex 2:24,25

The Lord God was concerned, and he is still concerned. In his compassion he sent a rescuer. We saw last time in
Ex 3:1-7 how the Lord prepared Moses to be that rescuer. The awesome and Holy God reveals himself in that
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burning bush and Moses is a changed man. Moses is being prepared for his life’s work ahead. He is about to be
greatly used by the Lord. Title: Is the Lord using you? Will you be greatly used of the Lord?

The burning bush was not consumed, = the flame was self-maintaining. This holy fire is not only a revelation of
God Himself, an emblem of His purity, but also a mirroring of what God was to become in the life of Moses
whose main concern was always for the glory of God in His covenant people.

As we pick up our passage at v7 the Lord reiterates his concern. The LORD said, "'l have indeed seen the misery of
my people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and | am concerned about their
suffering. 9b | have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them

= The Devil is a cruel taskmaster, if you are under his heavy hand - the Lord sees, the Lord hears and the Lord
is concerned. He will do something about it.

8 So | have come down to rescue them
It had been a long time; 400 years. But now the rescuer comes.

So in the time of Christ. For 400 years there had been silence, no word from God, does the Lord not care?

He does - then that burst of angelic activity, that dark sky is illuminated, the Saviour has arrived. Joseph was told
of Mary “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.” Mt 1:21. This Saviour planned from before time began was here. God the Son, the eternal Word came
down from heaven to deliver us.

8 So | have come down to rescue them God said.
= God promises, God delivers, he is resolute, he will do it - and speedily.

And so too with the Saviour Moses whom God sent.

The Lord is the rescuer — and even though he used Moses — the Lord did the rescue. Moses is the agent; Moses is
the chosen instrument. The Lord uses his people. Are you a man or women that God is using? Is he using you? In
his great plan of rescue and in the saving of souls - is he using you?

Slavery

In the Bible Egypt represents sin and captivity, darkness and death. Those Israelites were not able to free
themselves, they were trapped. They would be slaves to their death. We are not in physical slavery, but we are all
in another type of slavery, the slavery of sin. What do | mean? The moment | sin | become guilty and that cuts
me off from the Lord’s favour. There is nothing I can do to remove my guilt, it is there, it is a stain | cannot
remove. But it is not something | come into, because of Adam | am born that way. Those Israelites were born
into slavery. And so are we, all of us, everyone, and there is nothing you or | can do about it.

The horrendous crime of Axel Rudakubana came from where? His own sinful heart. The country reals and tries
to understand it. How could he do it? Why so much hate? Why so little remorse. The world cannot understand.
But anyone who listens to Jesus knows, it came from his evil heart x2. And there but the Grace of God go I.
Remove the God given constraint of parental disciple, remove self-control, wear away the conscience by
normalizing evil through exposure online, something the devil loves. Remove the fear of punishment, remove
social admonishment where one person regulates the behaviour of another, and you see what surfaces from the
human heart.

Once you have had that selfish thought, you will have another, you are in its grasp, one proud thought leads to
another, the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin Ga 3:22

Sin entraps, it doesn’t want to let you go. You have gone its way and like that persistent seller it does
everything to make sure you are back again

Sin pushes us across the line, we trespass from the Lord’s favour into His disfavour. We come under God’s curse
and His judgment hangs over us.

The devil is our accuser, and when he points out my sins he is for once telling the truth. I cannot go back on
them, I cannot undo them, I cannot release myself. I cannot do anything to change anything. I am stuck. I need
help. And without that help certain judgment and the punishment of Hell awaits. A Holy Just God can do no
other. The Lord knows this, and in his concern, in his mercy towards those he chose he comes down to rescue
them

= Thank you Lord we sing for sending your Son. What a Saviour.

The Father sent his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming
wrath. 1Th 1:10
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Oh Thank you Lord. Respond in faith, respond in obedience, and you can say thanks be to God that, though |
used to be slaves to sin, Ro6:17 | am now free. Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through the risen Lord
Jesus Christ. 1Co 15:57

The Lord through Moses not only rescued those in Egypt 8b. from the hand of the Egyptians but promised to bring
them up out of that land - into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey— A picture of heaven.

As the Lord promised, it is to happen. He says to Moses 10 “So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my
people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

Moses has been prepared - and commissioned, “now, go” x2

Moses thinks what me? | am weak, | have no power, | have no authority

But remember Moses who is doing the rescue — not you - but your God. He has the power, He has the authority.

What name shall | give as proof that | am sent?

E Tell someone off for dropping litter, or for riding a bike or a quad on the pavement and the question
comes “who are you? Are you a Policeman? Who are you? Who are you to say I shouldn't?”

Moses, faced with that throng of people who challenge his authority wants to fall back onto the one behind him.

Who shall | say sent me?

3:14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’"

B I have had the same when preaching in the city centre “who are you to say these things? When we
speak to people in the name of God we are to be quick to say in whose name we speak.

"I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’" He gives a name that

denotes what he is in himself. That God as self-existent has his being of himself, he has no dependence upon any

other.

The greatest and best man in the world must say, By the grace of God | am what | am; but God says absolutely |
am that | am. Being self-existent, he cannot but be self-sufficient, - and therefore all-sufficient, - and the
inexhaustible fountain of being and bliss.

He is eternal, he is unchangeable, he is always the same, “I the LORD do not change” mal 3:6 He is faithful, He is
true to all his promises, He is unchangeable in his word as well as in his nature, and not a man that he should lie.
He says to Moses let Israel know this, I AM has sent you.

And then it seems he gives another name denoting what he is to his people. God also said to Moses, **Say to the
Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob the
patriarchs, those he repeatedly made promises to —has sent me to you.” Three times in this passage these are
mentioned, v6, here in v15 and v16, and again 4:5, and throughout the Bible we see this many times.

This is my name for ever, he says that is The LORD, - the name by which I am to be remembered from generation
to generation.” Ex 3:15.

For the LORD capital letters, is YHWH or Yahweh and this is how his worshippers know him. He is to be
distinguished him from all false gods around; for example At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped
forward and prayed: 'O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel
and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. 1Ki 18:36

= For all the true worshippers Yahweh is the God of our fathers, one who will be true to his promises towards
them - and therefore us.

So which one should we use? It’s interesting to see that these two names sound like each other, see the footnote. |
AM is Hayah pronounced haw-yaw. LORD capital letter is Yahweh pronounces yeh-ho-vaw and comes from
the root of Hayah the one self-existant or eternal.

Listen carefully - The ‘I AM’ in Ex 3:14 is in the Greek OT ego emi eyw eyu. Ego means ‘I’ and we are never far
from an Ego. Emi is the 1% person singular of the verb ‘to be’ it is ‘I am’. So ego emi is literally ‘I, I am’

It is taken upon Jesus’s lips, not every time he said ‘| am something’, but at certain times declaring himself to be
this same ego emi.

To the woman at the well John 4 - Jesus declared, *'I who speak to you am he." Literally he who speaks to you ‘I
am’ v26 What does the woman then do? leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the
people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” Joh 4:28,29
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Then in John 8 “"1 tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, ‘I am’!"* The people know
exactly what he means for what do they then do? At this, they picked up stones to stone him, Joh 8:58-59

When the armed soldiers and officials and crowd come to arrest Jesus in John 18 what happened? When Jesus
said, " ‘I am’ he," they drew back and fell to the ground. Joh 18:6

They all knew who Jesus was claiming to be. Do you know? Have you discovered? Have you seen - that Jesus
who comes from the father - is the father - the everlasting father of Is 9. That is life changing.

Jesus the Holy One died on the cross paying what was necessary to free the slave from bondage. The price is
paid, Hallelujah. Jesus the One promised can truly set the captives free.

We can understand the rescue Jesus brought by looking at the rescue from the Egyptians. The Lord overcame the
power of the enemy, they could not hold them, and when they tried to claw them back they all perished in the red
sea. But those rescued crossed over to safety. Jesus said "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. x2 Joh 5:24

Have you crossed over? Are you free? Are you now heaven bound?

A glorious land ahead
17 | have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the land - a land flowing with milk and honey.’

True salvation means | have exchanged bondage for liberty, poverty for plenty and labour for rest. God by his
grace if he has delivered you out of a spiritual Egypt - will bring to a happy settlement in the land of heaven.

Moses was the instrument that God used, a type of Jesus. Now Jesus has come, though his own blood salvation is
for the whole world.

Jesus said ""All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

And now he calls you and | to go. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of
who? the I am? The Lord? YAHWEH?

In the name singular of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” Mt 28:18-19
= We go in His name. Are you going? Will you go? Who me? yes you!
Jesus said to his disciples “As the Father has sent me, | am sending you."* Joh 20:21

“I can’t go you say”. Maybe when you could go you didn’t or you wouldn’t, and now you can’t. Well, you can
help others to go. You can encourage and support others. You can join up with me or another and go and talk to
people in this areas including Masefield, - maybe it’s ripe for harvest. What is stopping you from stepping
forward and saying I’11 go?

Excuses
Don’t be like Moses who said 11 ""Who am 1, that I should go” he sees himself completely unfit for the task. Yes
we all are. But the Lord says “I will be with you” vi1

In Haggai when they stopped working on the temple the simple message was ‘don’t stop get on with it because |
am with you’. As the Lord’s people, when set a task you are not on your own, the Lord says “I will be with you”.

Song “the Lord your God is with you, His power gives you the victory” x2
Jesus said “surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matt 28:20
S0 now go

Again v13 “What shall I say? The people won’t believe me”. We go in the power and authority of the Risen
Lord Jesus, it doesn’t get higher than that.

Again 4:1 What if they do not believe me. The Lord will take our words and bring them with power.

Again 4:10, “Lord I am not a good speaker” | have never been eloquent is there anything else you can think of
Moses? It is not eloquence Moses, listen to Paul “My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive
words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power,” 1Co 2:4

Anyway Moses, we are told in Ac 7:22 that you were educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was
powerful in speech and action.

Again 4:13 O Lord, please send someone else to do it. But Moses, he is sending you. Today he is sending me, -
and you here. Is the Lord using you?
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When Jesus was sent to take on himself the most excruciating work of being a sin bearer he did not shirk he said
‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have come to do your will, O God.’" Psalm 40:6-8 see LXX, Heb 10:7

= If you are a disciple of Jesus then the Lord has chosen to use you.
As the Lord looks down the tunnel of time he says to you and | now go.

Are you unhappy? Are you easily depressed? Much of this is likely because you are not involved in this great
task to which you have been called.

You are called to be gospel carriers. You are called to be peacemakers, that means being the link between the
sinner trapped in sin - and the Saviour - that your neighbour, your friend, your family member might find peace
with God. Don’t you desire to see someone pardoned, released from captivity and brought to the King - and now
worshipping among us?

E We thought at the beginning about hostages being released.

= There is nothing more joyful for a Christian than to see the wonderful working of grace in a person, the burst
of life that shines out.

Don’t you want to see that? Then be the person the Lord will use to bring that about. Will you pray earnestly that
the Lord will do that in 2025? END
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