Scroll down for the Cantonese
Kings Norton Baptist Church

Sunday 12% January 2025 10 am
The temple of your body
Opening Scripture.
Hymn MP 631 Tell out my soul
Scripture Psalm 32 (page 560)
Prayer
Children’s talk Living water
Chorus MP 676 There is no love like the love of Jesus
Notices Timing. Crusaders is back on today. Evening service.

DE next Sunday afternoon.
Members mini meeting in the vestry 11:40
Lord’s prayer - offertory box home - pray reference to giving in the service

Reading 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 (page 1147)
James 4:1-10, (page 1217)
Hymn MP 674 There is a Green Hill far away
Sermon An adulterated faith?
Hymn MP 624 Take my life and let it be (2:54)

Closing prayer

Prayer

E  With one Sunday School family the mother spent a lot of time on the internet, often all night. One day
she vanished taking with her all seven children. She abandoned her husband and overnight moved to
Scotland to live with another man. The husband was distraught. Her online flirtations, her unfaithfulness
ended up in her giving up on her commitments and her promises.

This sort of thing is not uncommon, far from it. She had followed her passions, and why not? There’s no law
against it. Some have suggested it is a good thing to have a fling, certainly many today believe it.
Therapist Mira Kirshenbaum said that cheating on your spouse can be more of a blessing than a sin.

'Cheating on your spouse isn't a moral act, she says, "most men and woman who have affairs are good
people who made a mistake.” Adultery can even help a marriage.

Another, Lyndsey Fraser said we've become a culture that inspires us to have affairs. “After all” she says
“there are many immediate advantages to having affairs... an easy fix, a Band-Aid for the unsatisfying
relationship.” She then lists the advantages and disadvantages.

12 "Everything is permissible for me™ went the slogan in 1 century Corinth. Sorry | mean the church slogan. The
slogan of the city was soon flying over the church. This is not the world out there, but the believers in here. What
happened to God’s Holy separated people?

"Everything is permissible for me* Yes Christ did die to buy my freedom, but have you have misunderstood what
that means? The Apostle Paul replied: ‘it may be permissible — but not everything is beneficial.’

Again the slogan: ""Everything is permissible for me" but beware — but I will not be mastered by anything.
= With freedom comes responsibility and that requires wisdom.

When Abram said to Lot the land is before you, you choose which way to go and which part to take. Lot misused
that freedom, acted foolishly, chose for himself, ignored the power of sin and lived a life greatly dishonouring the
Lord who had bought him. - Let us all careful with our freedoms!

We must beware. The slogan comes up again in 1co 10:23"'Everything is permissible’— We do have freedom but this
passage is about the abuse of that freedom, the abuse of Christian liberty. “but not everything is constructive.”
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They believed they were free in Christ, and they were, in Christ - but misuse puts us back into slavery. The world
without Christ does not know freedom.

Foolishly the Christians in the city of Corinth had hung on to much of their former immoral practices. The moral
standards of their city clung to them. And as it was normal, acceptable and there was no law against it, they
thought they were on safe ground. Forgetting the holiness to which they were called, they excused themselves
with the slogans above. They mixed this mindset into their new faith as to make almost everything permissible.

What is it today? What slogans have you grown up with? ‘Do whatever you like as long as you don’t hurt
anyone’. ‘Do you own thing, you choose, it’s your life, one life, live it.” It is easy to absorb and this thinking.
How much have you been affected by these? Of course you cannot see it.

So there’s one set of slogans, hear slogan two 13 Food for the stomach and the stomach for food™ So what’s this
about food and the stomach?

Then, unlike today, food good food, that is meat, was connected with idol worship. It was offered as part of
worship and eaten in the pagan temples.

When a Corinthian became a Christian he was free from all of that idolatry and had the liberty to eat meat with a
clear conscience.

But connected with the pagan temples was immorality, fornication.

The way the evil mind worked was to thinks that because | had liberty with the food - then I also had liberty with
what else | do with my body.

See the logic, isn’t sex as natural and transient as eating is natural and transient? Food and immorality are
equated together, > Christians fell for it.

Yes — as Food and immorality are equated together, they are therefore to be treated with the utmost care. In Acts
15 a letter of instruction is sent to the churches: You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from
the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. Ac 15:29

You will do well to avoid these things avoiding one will help you avoid the other.

Paul has give a lot of ink over to this, see 1 Cor 8, see Romans 14 as well.
= They had allowed one things to slide into another.

Paul has to point out that there is a difference 13 "Food for the stomach and the stomach for food" —but God will
destroy them both.

Some think this is a reference to our future state, and that our eternal human body will no longer need food?? |
don’t know. Certainly, the future body will have no wrong passions of any sort. Perhaps no right sexual ones
either as in the new order we will be like the angels with no marrying.

That is then, it is alright now!! No. No. Our bodies are not designed for fornication or passing sexual 'satisfaction’
- like the stomach is for food.

We do not have the liberty to eat as we wish, our food intake is to be metered, we are to be careful, we are not to
slip into gluttony. We may drink wine, but must not slip into excess or drunkenness.

= While the stomach requires food for its proper function, - the 'body’ requires the Lord for its proper function.

Jesus ate food but he did not use His body sexually. He showed us how you and | are to love the Lord with our
mind, our heart and our body. We do this when we recognise that our body is designed to be fulfilled through
God’s intended purpose of service and sacrifice. Every part of us, mind, spirit and body finds its true satisfaction
- in Christ alone in. 6:54. cf. Phil. 1.20; Heb. 10:5,

The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. This is key teaching.

In the West we are reductionist in our thinking, that is we reduce everything to component parts. We separate
body and soul. In the East we are seen as one, an indivisible whole. For Paul, the body is much more than the
physical: it is bound up with our whole personality.

The Greeks thought that the spiritual life was really what was important - the material was not. Because the
spiritual is eternal it matters, the material being temporary does not. As long as you believe in your mind and
spirit - it really doesn’t matter what you do with your body.

Many religions are like that. They will defend their beliefs to the hilt and yet live like anyone else, there’s no
sense you have to be modest in your choice of car, or house, or eating or drinking, and their professed faith will
have no check on their lust, and immoral behaviour, behind a facade of piety.
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No, not here. Let no professing Christian ignore basic teaching on morality. Use our bodies for immoral acts?
Never. Use our eyes to view immorality in bad films Never. We are not to live like those around us.

The Lord has made it very clear that the right place for the body to be used sexually is in a life-long union of one
man and one woman. *“The two will become one flesh." as the Lord showed with Adam and Eve.

We can see this as Paul immediately goes on to talk about marriage in the next passage. Paul makes things clear
in their sexual confusion.

= Sex outside of marriage is wrong, it is immoral.

The body was never formed for any such purpose, our body is for the Lord, for the service and honour of God. It
is to be an instrument of righteousness to holiness Ro 6:19, and never to be an instrument of uncleanness.

14 By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.

The resurrection of the Lord - and our resurrection - are intimately linked cf. 1 cor. 15:20; Rom. 811; phil. 3:21. Paul reminds us
that our present physical body must be properly valued and used. Just as our resurrected body cf. 15:35f. is to be
used for God's purposes. Our life is physical now — and it will be physical later. As Christ had a physical body —
Christ has a physical body now. That body he took to heaven. There is a man in heaven. The Lord uses the
analogy of a harvest and says Jesus is ‘the first fruits’ And the rest of the crop from the earth, the Lords called
and chosen people will follow. We will follow x2.

Now the body it perishable and mortal, but a Christian can look forwards to a new imperishable, immortal body
to inhabit forever. Not a tent - but a house, not temporary, but permanent.

15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?

If the soul is united to Christ by faith, the whole man, mind, spirit and body is a member of his mystical body.
The body is in union with Christ as well as the soul. It is a great honour for us as Christians! My very flesh is a
part of the mystical body of Christ.

Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! The thought is abhorred, And
why?

Prostitutes were attached to pagan temples and considered part of pagan worship. There were 1,000s of them in
Corinth. Resort to a temple prostitute meant resort to a strange god. But anyone joined to a harlot is one with her
in flesh, something ordained of God only within a married state. Can I, united with Christ and one in spirit with
him — and be so united to a harlot as to become one flesh with her? The thought is abhorred, God forbid - A
Christians' body is a member of Christ, and a Christians body must not be made the member of a harlot. The
Lord is for the body, and the body for the Lord. How then can | use what belongs to Christ as if it were my own?
We are not owners but managers, we are given a charge, look after this for me.

16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body?

unites v.16 & 17 literally means 'glued’. The bond is as close as it can be. Proverbs describes this road as a highway
to the grave. How could | take the members of Christ take them to death, kill them off. Christians in Corinth had
done just that. May none of us here dishonour the Lord in this way.

E We do not go to pagan temples to worship In the West the new religion is of ‘self’. Self-expression, self-
advancement, self-gratification, TV programmes and films are full of unfaithfulness, adultery, do you
entertain yourself with them?

How the Spirit of Holiness is grieved as he dwells in our hearts. How He longs to unity us with Christ that we
will become one in Spirit with Him.
17 But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.

The Christian's body and personality, our whole being are united, joined, married to the Lord. That is how we
should view it. We are engaged, His Spirit guaranteeing the marriage Day ahead.

No-one engaged to be married should then go off with someone else!

The lord speaks of Israel to whom he is covenanted, married I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and
sent her away because of all her adulteries. Because Israel’s immorality mattered so little to her, she defiled the land
and committed adultery Jer 3:8,9

Again in Hosea the LORD said “the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD."” Ho 1:2

Flee from sexual immorality. Flee, disapproval is insufficient: evasive action is required. See the imperatives in

the passage - Not meant v13, Never end of v15, Flee v18. Flee indicates a constant attitude and action cf. 10:14; 1 Thes.
4:3.
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= Other vices may be conquered in fight, - this only by flight. Running!

All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.

Sexual sin gives the power of the body to another person rendering the body vile. This sin is different - nothing
quite pollutes like this.

Other sin such as excess food or drink come from outside. As Jesus said these come from without and go through
the body. The sexual appetite arises from within and makes us unclean, polluted. Like swearing which comes
from within, Paul describes that as a foulness in Romans 3 as if a sewer has it’s lid off. There’s a stench that
causes a person to be repulsed.

An immoral woman tries to make herself attractive but to the Lord both the man and women are dirtied and come
up like that stench.

May no Christian ever sin like this. It is to turn against the Holy One who has made holy the Chrisitan by uniting
him with himself.

19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?

Do you not know?— this is the sixth time he has said this in this chapter. Yes, here is a basic truth that all
Christians should know. Every individual Christian is the personal shrine, or temple of the Holy Spirit. Do you
know? Have you forgotten? Or chosen to forget?

And since the temple belongs to God, the Christian is not independent. If you are a Christian and joined to Christ
then you are owned, you are His. You are possessed, inhabited, consecrated and set apart for His use.

A temple is sacred for it is the place where God dwells. Before the Lord came to dwell first in the tabernacle and
then the temple they had to be made clean, purified.

This is what happens when a sinner is forgiven, we are cleared of our sin, all the garbage of my sin is disposed
of. we are cleaned up. Has that happened to you? How does the Lord see you? Do see yourself that way? The
blood of Christ can make the vilest sinner clean.

That is what Christ did on the cross which His Spirit now applies. How could we allow dirt back in. It is like
being washed clean - and then never washing again for years!!

You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Bought.

E In southern USA a man came past a sale of slaves. Some rough men looked on joking about the poor
lot of these slave and discussed what they would do with them when they had bought them. The first
man heard this and started to bid, he went far beyond what was normally paid. He went up to this girl
who screamed and spat in his face. He left her tied up and said I will be back soon. When he returned he
passed to he a rolled up letter. She unrolled it to find she it was her redemption papers, she was free.
This man had paid the release pice. He had bought her - to release her.

A Christian is a slave who has been bought. A body purchased by Jesus for Himself. We are now yielded to him.

He inhabits us by his Spirit.

Can we then desecrate his temple?, defile it, and offer it up to the use and service of a harlot? Horrid sacrilege!

Here the Spirit of God cannot dwell!

B I remember Khabarovsk in Eastern Siberia, one stop on the Siberian railway line before the naval base
of Vladivostok. My enduring, overarching overriding memory is of, .... the toilets. No doors and thick filth
covered everything. The stench was unbearable.

It was a shock. How could anyone go. How could anyone important go in? The Spirit of holiness cannot dwell,

will not dwell in a dirtied vessel.

It was the work of Christ on the cross to redeem us, buy us out of slavery, release from the bondage and slavery
of sin, And now made clean..... to be a pure bride for the Lord. We are His, engaged - one day the wedding will
come. Hear 2 Cor 11 when Paul speaks to the Christians in Corith:

“I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as
a pure virgin to him.” 2Co 11:2

As we wait for that day we are to keep ourselves pure, like a virgin kept for the husband of her life. For a
Christian our husband has sought me out, died for me to buy me - and keeps me for the day I will be with him
forever. Therefore honour God with your body.” 1Co 6:12-20

To round off
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The fact that we as Christians have liberty, means we also have responsibility. How will you and | use that
freedom? Is what | choose to do wise? Is it beneficial? Is it contrary to any law in the Bible, or principle? Will it
dishonour the Lord if he was here now — which he is. Will it cause my brother to stumble? Does what | have
chosen to do commend Christ to outsiders?

Those who follow the Lord are to shun the world and its ways

Glorify God; but not simply by refraining from immorality: the body, i.e. the whole person, is to be used
positively in Christian service cf. Rom. 12;1

To live a Holy separated life, and this is immensely practical; As he indwells us we are to use our bodies, with
His energy and strength to love Him and love His people, generously helping and serving one another.

E At the conference we were given a piece of paper. Write down what you can do without the Lord. Pens
were poised, but there was nothing to write, for without him you can do nothing.

The Lord wants to fulfil his purposes in the world and he has chosen to do it through you. Let us be that fit vessel
for him? __End
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