SCROLL DOWN FOR CANTONESE
KINGS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday 29" December 2024 10am
A call to holiness - Review of Motto text

- SISO —mm e
Opening Scripture.

Hymn CH 825 Sing to the great Jehovah’s Praise
Scripture Isaiah 65:17-25 (page 752)

Prayer

Children’s talk

Chorus MP 200 Great is thy faithfullness

Notices

Lord’s prayer - offertory box home - pray reference to giving

Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 (page 1145)

Hymn MP 239 Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord

Sermon A call to holiness

Hymn CH 824 My Helper, God! | bless His Name
Prayer End

Kings Norton

Motto Text 2024

To the church of God in Corinth,
to those sanctified 1n Christ Jesus
al.’ld Called to be h01y 1" Corinthians 1:2

Message
As another year draws to an end, how has it gone for you? - We will have on the TV a year in review,
the highlights, the low points.

Many have died, even more have been born. Devastating changes have taken place in the Middle East, in
Gaza and more recently in Syria.

There’s been a change of government in a number of countries and now here at home after 14 years we have
Labour in power.

Maybe in your family there have been changes, the loss of a family member, a success, or maybe a falling
out. How about in your life?

What has changed there? You are undeniably a year older. But what other changes have there been?

I am not talking about your bank balance, your credit rating, your new employment or your promotion at
work, nor your home improvements.

What about you? How have you changed? We are all human beings but as has been rightly said “we are
human becomings” for we are all changing.

But how? In your deeds and character, we only leave the world with these.

1. Those outside are being moulded in to conformity to the world around and its gods.
2. Those Jesus Christ has set apart from the world, He has called to be conformed to His likeness.

To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, 1Co 1:2 So reads our
motto text for 2024



to those sanctified in Christ Jesus - and called to be holy. This we had on Sunday 7" Jan 2024 as we started
this year.
A calling is towards something — in this case towards Holiness

How has it been going? Today is the right time for a spiritual stock take.

Remember the marks on the door frame when you were growing up?
A Christian is one who has responded to the Lord’s call on his or her life. A call to holiness - you have been
called to be holy
God the Father has extended his sceptre to us and called us into conformity to His Son Jesus Christ. He
enables us to do this by putting Christ’s His spirit within us. His character and His nature are now to prevail
over my sinful nature. Christ-likeness is the sign of a true follower.

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, Ro 8:29

The result is that the Christian’s life is a life of battle.
The Spirit of Christ within a believer strives to exalt Christ in you - and yet that will not happen unless there
is a constant killing off of self. A constant, ongoing, determined killing off, of self.

Years ago, the virtues of self-denial, humility, self-sacrifice and other centeredness were highly valued in
British society. Not now. It is the opposite which is trumpeted everywhere.

‘Self” is now the religion of the age. This makes seeking Christ-likeness even harder for the prominence of
‘self” is so deeply engrained in our psychology. Most cannot see it, and the ugliness of it. It is something to
battle against. While we are in the flesh it requires that constant and ongoing killing off of self.

Jonathan Edwards was a key instrument of God in the Great Awakening. In 1734 he started preaching
to his congregation in Northampton, Massachusetts. He spoke much about this need of inner purity:
cleanse yourself from every external impurity of speech and behaviour; never defile your hands in
known wickedness; break off all your sins by righteousness; do not give way to impure lusts, set
about the work of cleansing yourself, you must be steady in your reformation and the amendment of
your ways and doings. Seek purity of heart in a constant and diligent attendance on all God's
ordinances. Be often searching your own heart, and seek and pray that you may see the filthiness of
it. If ever you are made pure you must be brought to see that you are filthy; you must see the plague
and pollution of your own heart. Our heart is the great battle ground.

How is the battle going for you?
For those who profess to follow Christ, we are to be urgent in this key area, only then will there be progress.
Are you more Christ-like than you were 12 months ago? Are you more loving now than you were 12 months
ago? Are you more patient now than you were 12 months ago? Are you more gentle, more kind? and more
concerned for others? And just as importantly; are you less envious, less proud, less self-seeking?
Do you react better to those sudden or difficult situations, when words are said, and when you are upset -
than you did 12 months ago?
Are you more set apart, more given over to the Lord now than you were 12 months ago?

+ Inshort, you are more like Jesus today than you were in Jan 2024?

You cannot be holy, that is separated for the Lord, - unless you are separated from the world around and less
entangled in it.
To make progress here you will have to recognize - and resist - the prevailing man centered, god-less
worldview. It comes in strongly to your heart through the TV and through social media. Have you found the
‘off” m] button on your TV remote? Are you very careful with your phone?

For example watch TV on Sunday afternoon, the Lord’s day, and you will easily lose the battle to come
to worship the Lord in the evening.

+ These are major battle areas for the Christian.

How’s the battle been going? Are you pushing the enemy back? Or is he making progress? Does he easily
catch you out? If you are serious about pursuing Holiness you will find it hard. That is why we need to
constantly fill ourselves with the Lord, to dwell with Him regularly in His word, be in prayer, find help and
encouragement through fellowship with others - so that we will then desire the Lord more - and desire His
way more.

Every Christian should have an avenue of service. Start small and have it grow. | wonder is your Joy
missing? If so, not serving is likely the reason.



Serve - and you will become more conformed into His image so together we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fulness of Christ.
Eph 4:13.

become mature X2 That is change and growth in the right direction. Now your heart and mind will desire
after the Lord more.

Let me give some examples

We are told of King Jehoshaphat that “His heart was devoted to the ways of the LORD; and we are told in the
same breathe furthermore, he removed the high places and the Asherah poles from Judah.” 2ch 17:6.

In other words not only did he build up true worship — but his devotion to the Lord caused him to confront
and remove sin and anything that displeased the Lord. They go together.

King Josiah’s sought to reform the nation and rebuilt the temple of God. And when he did so he did it
according to its original design and reinforced it. 2 ch 24:13. In other words he did not do it the way he wanted,
or how someone would like it, or to conform to the latest design fashion, no, he built it according to its
original design, he did it the way the Lord had said it should be. Let us not do the new thing, re-invent, or
modernise Truth.

King Hezekiah did what was right in the eyes of the Lord 2 chr 30:2, the first thing he did was to reinstate
worship, worship in the right way, with the right words using the words of the psalms of David, v3o. And as
a result God heard them, for their prayer reached heaven, his holy dwelling-place. 2ch 30:27. Some of those
kings like Josiah and Uzziah started well - but did not end well, but hear what they said about Hezekiah at
the end of his life These are not funeral platitudes “Hezekiah did .. what was good and right and faithful
before the LORD his God. In everything that he undertook in the service of God’s temple and in obedience to
the law and the commands, he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered.” 2Ch 31:20-21
What of Boaz?, what of Ruth? They lived at the time of the Judges when everyone was doing what they
wanted to do. Boaz, however, kept himself walking with the Lord, remember how zealous he was?

What of the Godly prophets of old? - Remember Elijah who said, "I have been very zealous for the LORD
God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to
death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me t0o." 1Ki 19:10

Elijah stood for the Lord in his generation when all seemed to be falling down around Him. There’s nothing
passive there, we cannot roll along in the Christian life. Elijah spent himself in the battle for the Lord.
Holiness is not a pious serenity, but being set apart for the Lord’s honour.

The mark of God’s people throughout the ages has always been a life of holiness. Holiness - for it unites us
to the Lord we love - and fits us for our eternal home - where we will live with Him forever.

On the shore of Galilee a young Peter with all his flaws was called to Holiness. Read His later letters and
you can see how he progressed, how the Lord worked change in him. He progressed towards Holiness

In John 14 Jesus is about to depart to the Father and in speaking to his fearful disciples said: “Do not let your
hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; I am going there to
prepare a place for you”. Joh 14:1-4.

But the previous chapter 13 is about how Jesus prepares them, how he prepares his disciples.

+ As Jesus prepares heaven for me — so he prayers me for heaven. x2
Jesus is at work in us that we may share in his holiness. Heb 12:10 He’s preparing His people to dwell with
him. So let us look up, fix our eyes on things above, fix our eyes on Him.

This was Paul’s great goal, “We proclaim him, X2 admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that
we may present everyone perfect, - or mature, in Christ.” Col 1:28 Maturity should be all our goal. That is my
goal. It is a long hard slog for me - for I am naturally so unholy.

That is the goal of this sermon. All sermons are to do something in you. May the Lord use these examples
from his people, to give you a like zeal, a Christ-like zeal which should be the mark of every Christian.

So what was your goal in 2024? Did you - above all else — heed His call and seek after holiness? What will
be your goal in 2025? Will it be that?

Have you grown in maturity, - and grown in Grace? we are told to grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2Pe 3:18

+ Itisacommand. Your God requires it of you.
When someone is growing in the faith it is obvious and a delight to see.



Think of a teenager. Do they not have a monstrous appetite? How many teenagers never stop eating?
Why? Because they are growing.
Let us be hungry like them, Do you remember the words of the Psalmist Korah we had on Sunday evening
who opened his heart saying: As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul
thirsts for God, for the living God. When can | go and meet with God? ps 42
See how central God is to him? He is the source of all life, how much we need Him, How much we who
have tasted and seen that he is good should hunger and thirst after Him - that we, as image bearers, grow like
Him.

Let us hunger like that teenager, always wanting more! And there is always more!

On Sunday evening | mentioned Mary.
When Jesus went to the home of Mary and Martha, Mary sat at Jesus’ feet. Disciples would sit at their
Rabbi’s feet. It was a posture of humility and even a way of declaring to those around that this person is the
one you are learning from. Luke brilliantly captures Mary’s posture. This was what made Mary’s action
shocking to Martha. Mary had made her position clear, and Jesus said it would not be taken away from her.
Mary sat at Jesus’ feet hungry to learn, absorbing His every word, soaking it up.
Martha rebuked Mary, - the mystery is, why didn’t Mary rebuke Martha?
Which one are you? Charles Spurgeon points out that for the most part in our households Mary might well
complain of Martha for family cares still cumber many and keep us away from Jesus' feet. Very seldom are
Christians nowadays too much in the closet, too much with their Bibles, too much at prayer-meetings.
Is he not right? Are not many who profess to walk in the light caught up with the things of this world, its
traps and allurements, wasting time. “Martha, Martha, we may well complain to the Master of you! - for
you have been too busy with the things of this poor, passing world to sit and learn from the Master.”

+ We must be like Mary. She desired more of Him. That was more important then, it is more important

now.

If that is not important to you then ask yourself, ‘why is it not so?’
A person’s priority in life is seen in their conversation, their actions and use of time. If the Way of the Lord
is not their true desire, it shows.

Other things will be. If that is you, then today is the day to change that.
You were made by the Lord — and for him. As Jesus said when he first spoke. Repent - for the Kingdom of
God is near.
He commands you to seek first his kingdom and his righteousness. Mt 6:33 He will take care of those other
things you need, - you trust him.
That is what repentance it, it is turning from self — to Him. x2. Seek His forgiveness, and if you do so
genuinely then you will have it. and with that the door opens to the Lord God — and He will come to you.

If you confess with your mouth, ""Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. Ro 10:9
Many have stood at the front here and confessed "*Jesus is Lord," and made a public statement “T will live
under his Lordship” How about you?

+ Only then can you live the life of Holiness to which you are called.

If you have come to the cross - then you have died too, and now you can be useful to the Lord, for he has a
work for you.

Nehemiah was a man called of God — just as you and | are. He knew what the Lord had called him for, it is
the same for every Christian, to build a kingdom. Not my kingdom, but His Kingdom. That’s what
Masefield Hall is all about. Let your kingdom come, let you will be done.

Seek first His Kingdom, and you will see the Lord keep His promises to take care of all your needs. You
will be free and able to do what he has called you to do.

Do not listen to the devil who loves to convince us otherwise.

Be wary of distraction. Do not be busy pursuing your own interests when you have been called to serve
something far greater.
Nehemiah had those who tried to hinder him in his calling “Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message:

""Come, let us meet together in one of the villages on the plain of Ono." But they were scheming to harm me; so
I sent messengers to them with this reply: "' am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should



the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?"* Four times they sent me the same message, and each time |
gave them the same answer.” Ne 6:2-4

Balaam gave in when they sent a deputation a second time to ask him to come down. He caved in. Nehemiah
didn’t, nor should you or I.

+ “Sorry, I can’t come, | am involved in a great building project”.
We are called to work for Him - Jesus said in John 7 “He who speaks on his own does so to gain honour for

himself, but he who works for the honour of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about
him.” Joh 7:18

Do not fear what others say, especially family, the Lord will honour you.

Because He is Holy - He’s called you to Holiness that you may share in His holiness.

Let that characterise us at KNBC. Let all who profess His Name keep our eyes on Him. That’s the right
choice for this short life — to walk with God.

Daniel Wilson, Bishop of Calcutta said in his Journal, of 24% July, 1846: "I have been reading a volume
of James Hervey's Letters, he is full of that thorough devotedness of heart, deadness to all earthly
things, and longings after grace and holiness, which characterized the leaders of the revival in our
church. Oh! That the spirit of Hervey might pervade our younger clergy and myself. To walk with God
is the only spring of happiness and usefulness."

So whatever happened last year, let this year be for us all a year to grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

To him be glory both now and for ever! Amen. 2pe 3:18 END
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