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Welcome -

Carol Once in Royal David's City (6)
Reading 1 Micah 5:2-5a (2 slides)

Light candles 1,2,3", 4" Advent candles Hope, Peace, Love, Joy

Prayer —
Carol In the Bleak Midwinter (4)
Reading 2 Isaiah 9:1-7 (4 slides)

Christmas video Nativity
Carol The First Nowell (4 no gaps)

Reading 3 Luke 2:8-18 (2 slides)

Carol Silent Night
Video 2

Reading 4 John 1:1-14

Carol  See him lying on a bed of straw (4)

Message - Francis
Carol Joy to the World (3)
Prayer End

Message - | hope you have enjoyed singing the carols. The word Carol comes from the old French word
Carole meaning a song to accompany dancing! The dancing bit seems to have been left off, at least tonight.
Carols were adopted as we have them as a way of putting into words the great truths behind Christmas.
Never has that been more necessary than today. Christmas is as far removed from the historic birth of Jesus
as it could possibly be. Christmas is being replaced with ‘the festive season’
Our nativity set is another way that the reality of this birth is bought to us; the humbles circumstances of the
stable, the poor shepherds being given the bright sign in the sky and being the first to be told of His birth.
“Go and you will find Jesus lying in a manger” they were told.
Then there’s the wise men? Why are they there? They shouldn’t really be there for they came to see Jesus
when he was living in a house - probably a year later. However, it’s a way of drawing together all the events
surrounding his birth.
We can learn from these wise men. They were astrologers and mentioned in the book of Daniel in the OT.
They were the sages of old.

They searched the sky seeking to hear from God, they looked for a sign of hope, - they looked up.



I wonder if that is why you are here this evening. You haven’t thought about it like that, you haven’t used
those words. But maybe that’s the reason. Maybe you think ‘I like the carols’, or ‘I have come to church this
evening for it adds something, it makes Christmas a more wholesome’. Yet, I wonder, is there an inkling
that there’s something more for me here?

These wise men were enquirers, their life was a life of searching. They, along with many of the religions of
the world then, - as now - were and still are looking and expecting someone to come. The Jewish Messiah,
the Sufi Mardi, the New Age Teacher. It is part of our human hope. There’s a longing for a future, better
age.

There’s a yearning in the soul of every human heart. Perhaps that has prompted you to be here. There’s a
longing.

A man called Korah expressed what many people have felt, this is what he said: As the deer pants for
streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can | go
and meet with God? My tears have been my food day and night. Psalm 42:1-3a

Did you notice that in those couple of lines God is mentioned three times?

As we have a natural thirst for water, so we all have a spiritual thirst, this is what marks us out as human, we
are more than flesh or blood - and we thirst for something more. We need that living water that satisfies.
Jesus said to a woman at a well **If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would
have asked him and he would have given you living water. Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty
again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."" Joh 4:10-14

So too with bread, Jesus said Man cannot live on bread alone.

We do need bread, it’s important. The material world is full of things which are good, which provide and
help us. Good food is pleasurable. A beautiful country scene is pleasurable. An exciting experience in sport
or adventure is pleasurable. And yet, and yet, what Jesus said is so true, we cannot live off it. We can exist,
we can carry on, but we can’t live by it.

We do need bread, and bread can satisfy — up to a point — but we will be hungry again. The things of this
world can, to some point satisfy, but it doesn’t last. Life almost works, and yet it never can, no material
thing in this world can satisfy our hunger for spiritual reality

Jesus is quoting from the OT centuries before when God was addressing people in the desert: Man cannot
live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.

In the desert they had nothing. The Lord had brought them there so they could see that they had nothing.
They could not say ‘I am OK’. They could not say ‘I am self-sufficient I can look after myself’, no they
were there so they would know they could not rely on themselves. It was impossible to rely on themselves,
without help they would die. What they could rely on, and only on, - were the promises of God, a God who
promised to provide for them if they would only put their trust in him.

Would they trust him, as a child trusts?

This world for all its riches - is a spiritual desert. x2

To us with our plenty of good food and drink, with all the endless entertainments, with our devices and
impressive tech, Jesus declares a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions. Isn’t He
telling us the truth of the matter?

Soon we will watch many around the world gathered for the New Year’s Eve firework celebrations.

I know the atmosphere, I know the sense of expectation and of hope that seeing in the New Year brings, I

know because | was one of them. For a number of years, | joined the crowds packed into Trafalgar Square.

[ I remember the occasion when a couple of friends and I turned up with two or three gallons of
fairly liquid for the fountains to froth things up a bit. They are switched off now.

But one year is really like another, we remain in the desert of this world.

For those in the desert ahead for them was the promised land, the Lord would take them there if they trusted

in Him. The promised land would be their eternal home, a place of peace and safety, a land of good things, a

land flowing with milk and honey. Now we do not have the promised land, but the promised Son. It is in

Him, the promised Son in whom we find our eternal home. Jesus is the land, the Land is Jesus.

St. Augustine said in the fourth century: "We are travellers on a journey without a fixed abode; on our way,

not yet in our native land" —



That is what we as God’s creation are made for. In Ecclesiastes we are reminded that God “has set eternity in
the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end”. Ec 3:11

The result is an unsettled, hungering, a hungering and searching.

Philip said to Jesus *'Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied."

[ A rather gloomy German philosopher of the last century, SCHOPENHAUER was once walking in Berlin and
inadvertently wandered into the palace gardens. He was soon accosted by a guard who asked, "Who are you?
Why are you here? ", Lost in his own deep thoughts, Schopenhauer replied, - "I wish to God someone would
tell me!" Anyone else would have given his name and accounted for the unintended trespass, but
Schopenhauer's answer to the astonished guard was really to do with the perennial questions, 'Who am I?'
Questions that have haunted humanity throughout history, and confront us still"

Again Augustine is right when he says “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless
until it finds its rest in you.” Confessions

We need our daily bread, we should ask God for it and thank Him for it. But to the soul sick Jesus declared,
"I am the bread of life”. Joh 6:35, 6:48

As we look on this newborn infant in the cradle, there before us a child is born, and a son given.
He is he said: the true bread that has come down from heaven.
Have this bread and you will live. x2

But it’s not automatic. When Jesus fed the five thousand those afterwards looked for him because they ate
and had their fill, they were impressed. To them Jesus said: “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food
that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.” Joh 6:27.... and you will have it, if you desire
Holiness — but that means forsaking self.

Syria as a nation had lived under tyranny — now we share Syria’s excitement at their freedom - but

will it last?

The Lord Jesus said we all live under a tyranny, the tyranny of self and sin. Sin holds us all captive. A Holy
God can have no direct dealings with us as we are — He holds us all at a distance.
This Son - born into this world is His answer. This Son was born to die - and Oh what a death, what
rejection, what pain, what torture.

This suffering servant died on that cross to obey HIs Father’s eternal plan. He took the sin of others - onto
himself. He who had no sin became sin, taking it to Himself and bore it away. so that you and I can be
considered righteous in the sight of God. This great gift of Christ’s righteousness is to the underserving.
Those who are self-righteous will never look to Him.

But the hungry in heart, the humble in heart can come as a beggar to Christ. Risen from the grave He calls
us, beckoning us to come and receive the bread of life. He says: He who comes to me will never go hungry,
and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. Joh 6:35.

| wonder who here tonight will do that?

The James Bond film On Her Majesty’s Secret Service has the theme song with the words “We Have All the
Time in the World” — we don’t. x2

Let us finish with the words of our late queen as she spoke on Christmas in 2011. “God sent into the world a
unique person - neither a philosopher nor a general, important though they are, but a Saviour, with the power
to forgive. Forgiveness lies at the heart of the Christian faith. It can heal broken families, it can restore
friendships and it can reconcile divided communities. It is in forgiveness that we feel the power of God's
love.
In the last verse of this beautiful carol, O Little Town Of Bethlehem, there's a prayer: O Holy Child of
Bethlehem, Descend to us we pray.

Cast out our sin, And enter in. Be born in us today.

It was her prayer, as it is our prayer, that today you will find your peace, and rest, and life in Him, once in a
manger, He is the Lord of Glory. END
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