Kings Norton Baptist Church

Sunday 3™ November 2024
God’s call

10 am

Opening Scripture

Hymn MP 237 Holy, Holy, Holy
Scripture Isaiah 6 (page 690)

Prayer

Children’s talk Hearing the call

Chorus MP 233 His Name is higher
than any other

Notices

Prayer

Lord’s prayer, Offering prayer

Reading Exodus 3:1-12 (page 59) (see
Acts 7)

Hymn MP 476 My Lord what love is
this

Sermon The Lord’s call

Hymn MP 857 I the Lord of sea and
sky

Closing prayer

Prayer

Last time in Exodus 2 we saw how the Lord
supernaturally saved Moses from death. — Now we
will see why.

Here we are in Exodus 3, eighty years later, the Lord
is unfolding his purpose for Moses’ life. Today we
will look at how the Lord calls Moses — and how he
commissioned him to be the means of saving His
people.

During those long years in between, Moses has left
pharaohs court having decided to give up the
pleasures of Egypt - and aligned himself with his
suffering fellow Israelites. He’s not forgotten his
true identity. He wants to help them, but actually
makes a mess of it. He kills an Egyptian as if that is
going to help. When that’s discovered, he runs. All
this is recalled by Stephen in Acts 7 just prior to his
martyrdom. He says that when the murder was
discovered 29 he fled to Midian, where he settled as a
foreigner and had two sons. Yes, it’s a bit of a
summary!

The truth is he was there for forty years. Not a lot
was happening! 1 Moses was tending the flock of
Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian.
Shepherding is a far from glamours job. All those
long monotonous days and nights, nothing seemed
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to happen, he just wandered around. But the Lord
was preparing him. Please remember nothing is
wasted in the Lord’s purposes.

And then on one day, a day much like any other —
there’s to be an encounter that will change his life
forever. He is about to meet with the living God.
He’s never the same again.

E Elizabeth became Queen on the death of her
father George VI. She was in Kenya when the
call came through and she knew her life would
never be the same again. So too when Charles,
having being told of the death of his mother
Queen Elizabeth would now be King. When the
call came - they knew what they should do. For
them, it was all expected.

But when the Lord calls a man or woman it is not
expected. Moses’ life up to that point has been
mundane and aimless. But the Lord God was in the
meantime sovereignly arranging everything. Moses
led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to
Horeb, the mountain of God. So here in the southern
end of the Sinai Peninsula the Lord is to meet with
him.

It is here that this divine call comes: That is the title
this morning: God’s call. This is in two parts God’s
self-revelation - and God’s commission.

= Ifyou like three ‘C’ God’s Call, God’s
Character, God’s Commission

God’s Character - God'’s self-revelation

How would he do it? 2 There the angel of the LORD
appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. -
the angel of the LORD, here is the second person of
the Trinity, the Angel, the Pre-incarnate Jesus, a
theophany were the Lord appears, the one who is
himself Yahweh, the God of the OT. It was an
extraordinary manifestation of the divine presence
and glory.

in flames of fire, in a fire — but it was a very different,
a very unusual fire. Moses saw that though the bush
was on fire it did not burn up.

This was no crackling fire, the burning bush was not
consumed. The flame was self-maintaining. It did
not need anything to feed it. it was self-sustaining -
as God is self-sustaining.

3 So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this
strange sight— why the bush does not burn up.” The
Lord draws him to himself.

Holy fire is an emblem of the purity of God, a fire
that holds sinners at bay. The Lord said that after he
drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the
Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword
flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of
life. Ge 3:24

It is with fire that the Lord judges, and punishes the
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enemies of God - we read in Re 20:9 fire came down
from heaven and devoured them.

This world and all its sin will be purged and purified
with fire the heavens will disappear with a roar; the
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and
everything in it will be laid bare. 2 Pe 3:10

It is fire that brought judgment and consumed the
sacrifices 2 Ch 7:1 When Solomon finished praying,
fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt
offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD
filled the temple. So it was in Lev 9/10, so it was at Mt
Carmel.

A consuming fire that burns up everything else that
comes close - so God says 5 'Do not come any closer,
Take off your sandals, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground."

We would do well to heed this warning. How many
think they can wander into the presence of God.
Without Christ the world is a world of darkness,
bondage, and terror, and it is only the gospel that
happily frees us, giving us boldness to enter into the
holiest, and inviting us to draw near. Christ did away
with the curtain, destroyed it so that a sinner can
made clean and enter.

See how ready and willing Moses is to obey? See his
solemn reverence: At this, Moses hid his face as one
both ashamed and afraid to look at God.

He was not afraid of the burning bush, until he
discovered that God was in it

Like Paul on the Damascus road, where a divine
light dazzled his eyes.

Putting off the shoe was then what taken off our hat
has been or bowing down, a token of respect and
submission. For at this moment the ground is holy
ground, made so by this special manifestation of the
divine presence.

The more we see of God - the more cause we have to
worship him with reverence and godly fear. How
have you prepared yourself to meet with this God
this morning?

“Guard your steps when you go to the house of God.
Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of
fools, who do not know that they do wrong.” Ec 5:1.
Our God is a consuming fire. Therefore, we must
carefully avoid everything that looks light, or
worldly or unbecoming of His presence.

When the Lord’s calls a man or woman for his
divine purpose he opens the eyes, he give that person
a sight of himself. When Isaiah was called we read
in Chap. 6 | saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and
exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.” Isa
6:1

Isaiah had a coal taken from the alter to purify him
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and make him fit for Royal service. As Jesus said,
“unless I wash you — you have no part with me”

To Moses comes the solemn declaration: 6 "I am the
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac and the God of Jacob.™

He will be known as the God of his father, his pious
father Amram, and the God of Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob, his ancestors, and the ancestors of all Israel —
and for us the people of faith Abraham is our father.

But this is not looking back to the patriarchs - but
looking forward. As Jesus said: “in the account of the
bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he
calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’. He is not the God of the
dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” Lu
20:37,38 and also Mr 12:26, Mt 22:31

B Alan Cutler a faithful longstanding servant at
BCM passed away last week. A previous
chairman of the board Rev Ray Price’s funeral
was also last week. Which Christians do you
know who have passed away?

Where are they now? They are more alive than ever.

E The Chicago Pastor D.L. Moody said “when
people speak of my death, don’t believe a word
of it, I will never have been so alive”. When a
gradual illness took hold and began to slip
away again he said "Is this death? This is not
bad; there’s no valley, this is bliss, this is
glorious."
God there showed Moses - and in him to us. That
although Abraham was considered dead, and yet as
God IS the God of Abraham; therefore Abraham’s
soul lives, and his body will live again in due time.
This promise made to the fathers, that God would be
their God must include a future happiness; for he has
prepared for them a city, he is not ashamed to be
called their God, Heb 11:16; Ac 26:6-7; 24:15. Christ
brings people from death away from God - to life
with God.

= If you are in Christ then you have eternal life -
for he is the eternal life.

God'’s call
4 ... God called to him from within the bush
called to him

There are two types of call, a general call. And a

specific call

B At the airport you hear the call to the
departure gates “will passengers make their
way to Gate 35”. But then there’s the shock
when your name x2 is called out. Ever had
that?

The general call is where all are called, all are

summoned, men, women, boys and girls to come to

God and receive his mercy in Jesus Christ. You have

... God

“HEMXBFNM, [RAMFENE, UEsIE,
%E"JMO ”

fAF I At A £, R IRRISORMTIEEE, &
BHRFE. USRS LT, fthivE%, URFRAU
& 5§ k-

HEMKR, ERBRIEERMIIIRE,
B3E i A~ 2 B RE S 2 ——

mMERERK. EMERERFTR © [EFRRAEERS,
ErtRBEANEE ARMBBIR [RRAIZEAME
< DUERORR, MERRRR] o MAEIEARIE, MmEE
AR, RZDEMARER, —UIERER, B
20:37,38 K4 12:26, X 22:31

BCM EEHRIEAXMB-F4$ (Alan Cutler)
LEEHET, IEEEXFEE - TRITKEMIZERth
£ EBAST, (REREML B BHMERE?
49 2R 7E £ R4 2

M LE LA IR IE R R A IE N,

FHIEE

D.LE2#:R : [EAMZBEIEE, T~EEEEF
PER—EF, FAEFATEEEE] . BXTHE
r?ﬁf]ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ//\/ﬁ%ﬁ—r, fHhEe “°§§i%§5tﬂ¥?
EETEE  BBELR, EREgE, ERNE
J:ﬁ?f?iﬂ@ﬁﬁﬂ“]@m?@ﬁ——

WHEME L, BEGRRIFEFERZEABERT, Wﬂm
SEAFENH ; RERNEMERET, BTHE
B, thpEfEthE Eﬂxoﬂ@%ﬁﬁmriﬁ
W RUAMIRY L) MREDESEREMESR ;

AT AMFITRR T — Y, BRI

#8b, 2K 11:16 ; {E 26:6-7 ;
24:15, EEFARRRTHFR LT, WHEEFRE
U

MRMEREE, BEFUEKE—R ALK
éEo

HETEH
4 .. EHEERE DI, I ith

Ml AmEEE, —EEEarru. URERMEAA
AHG, EERINBHOMNTFL MEFRIE 35

a0l . (BERNEF x2

WAl 2REE, MERIRE. FRERERE?
EETEEZAAEABEESR, FIAAN BA. LA
BN HZRE| L7 E AT AR E B A R Rk

4a




that here every Sunday. God calls you through the
proclamation or speaking of the gospel. He
personally addresses his creatures, graciously and
patiently calling them to turn to him and trust in his
mercy in Christ.

As you hear the Lord’s words some - through God’s
Sovereign choosing - will receive His Spirit. The
moment the Lord’s Spirit comes on you — you will,
like that woman at the well, drop your water jar and
run back to tell everyone of what has just happened
and whom you have just seen.

Without the specific call to you as an individual you
will remain in unbelief. Without the awakening of
Christ’s spirit in you then you will not respond when
you hear the gospel of free salvation. You may hear
it again and again, week by week, year by year as
some of you have, and yet nothing has happened,
there’s been no change, there’s been no stirring, no
response.

But the moment the Lord works, you are awakened,
you’re aware of a presence, something has happened
that you cannot ignore.

E Laptop at the conference a noisy room like a
train station, but I had pretty successfully shut
it all out. But then several children started to
run around the table playing cat and mouse
screaming as they went. That I could not
ignore, it had broken through.

Moses experience God's effective call, God's
summons, he is drawn, he is enabled, the result is
repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.

It is a specific call

"Moses! Moses!"" God called him by name - repeated
Moses, Moses, for emphasis. As the Lord said to
Jacob, Samuel, Martha, Simon, Saul, It is you, (see
general.doc)

With the call comes an overwhelming sense of the
glory of the God. It is a clear and remarkable
moment. The result is life changing.

B If you have a sentimental view of God, then
you haven’t encountered God as He is. If you
see God as remote, then you haven't
encountered God as He is. If there’s never been
a tear, if you've never cried or grieved or been
broken then you haven’t encountered God as
He really is.

The response

This is the call that effects change - Moses’s
obedient answer, his only answer, the only answer is
"Here | am."

As with Samuel who said: “Here I am”. As with
Isaiah when he sees the Lord’s Glory in heaven
responds “Here am 1, send me” the mark of the
genuine call.
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It’s never a vague call, it does not leave you unsure,
it does not leave you wondering, it is a call to a
specific task — Here is Moses’ life work.

E How about you? What is your life’'s work? Do
you know what the Lord has saved you for?
How does he want to use you? Are you doing
it? If He has called you - then He has a work
for you, a work only for you.

Are you fearful? Do you have a sense of complete
inadequacy? If you don’t feel inadequate — then you
haven’t been called - for that is who he uses.

God’s commission

As with every Christian, Moses’ call is to be the
Lord’s servant. To be the Lord’s instrument to
rescue His people from slavery and bring them into
His presence.

How was killing an Egyptian going to do that? How
pathetic, so are all our attempts to do the Lord’s
work — without the Lord. With His way is His
power, His ways are always right, they are always
good and they bring Him praise!

7 The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of
my people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out
because of their slave drivers, and | am concerned
about their suffering. The Lord knows our sorrows,
The Lord is concerned and He will act. 8 So | have
come down to rescue them from the hand of the
Egyptians. This speedy delivery is all the Lord’s
doing - salvation of the Lord — all of it! 8. and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—
This is what the Lord will do — and he will do it
through Moses.

Why did Jesus come? let us be clear, the Lord came
to save, to save sinners. This is salvation from the
slavery of sin. This is deliverance that brings us into
the land of freedom.

All of us as Christians are to be peacemakers, with
one hand we hold our lost neighbour and friend and
in their hopeless blind state bring them to the hand
of Christ who can save and save for eternity. We are
to be the bridge.

Christ came that you can exchange bondage for
liberty, poverty for plenty, labour for rest. God by
his grace delivers his people out of a spiritual Egypt
he will bring to a heavenly Canaan.

Are you converted? Then the Lord has called you. -
And he has commissioned you! Satan loves to find
us idle; but God is pleased when he finds us
employed for he has commissioned you to Go.

= If Jesus is your Lord - then you will obey the
great commission to Go.

10 “So now, go” say the Lord to Moses “I am sending
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you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out
of Egypt.” So he says to you and | - “so now go”

That doesn’t necessary mean travel the world but to

go out and speak. This call for Moses is a picture for

every Christian. To be the means, to witness to the

Saviour —and in this the Lord will bring his people

out.

B Who will be in Heaven because you obeyed the
Lord’s call to go and to make disciples of all
nations, starting here with your next door

neighbour? How many will be in Hell because
you didn't?

As Moses tended sheep, so did David, The Lord
Jesus the great shepherd was called to His task
before time began in the eternal counsel of God. But
the first to see the Lord where the shepherds, they
had an encounter with the Lord, - not in a bush - but
a stable, we read: “When they had seen him, they
spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child,” Lu 2:17

So finally let’s sum up

From aimlessness to usefulness - Moses once
wandering around with some sheep - was taken to
now leading the greatest rescue in history.

Note God’s timing - This account is recalled by

Stephen in Acts 7 who says that Moses was:

1. 40 yearsin Egypt in Pharaohs household. 40 was
used of a ‘generation’

2. 40 years looking after sheep in Midian - How he
must have been in turmoil wondering what the
Lord was doing, if that is you then don’t give up,
don’t give in, don’t give way. Why does God so
long delay in what he so long ago determined?
Let us, like Moses, learn to wait.

3. 40 vyears in serving the Lord for at the end of
Deuteronomy we see he died at the age of 120.

Sometimes it is a long time before God calls his

servants to that work which he has from eternity past

designed you for - and has been graciously preparing
your for. Moses was born to be Israel’s deliverer,
and yet not a word is said of it to him till he is eighty
years of age. He’s being prepared.

So bear fruit in old age. It is time to give up the
mundane task of tending sheep - for something far
greater, to serve the King and his Kingdom.

= Not a strong body - but a prepared heart — that is
what the Lord seeks.

No those years are not wasted, Moses has learned
the valuable lessons of patience and reliance. Moses
was saved as an infant. The Lord watched over his
life as he has watched over all our lives prior to the
moment his call came and he revealed himself
dramatically to us. And for all of us as Christians it

A —EEREREHRSE, MIBHEERE, HER
S 2EEEEFMNTR, RARKEFERENZ
& — EIFE LT R T R A,

HERAMBRETENTEIMERE, EIRAMREEER
B, EFEERBRAME?HZVAERERRE
T HhiEk 2

EMERKFE—& XEOIn, FEFKENES
B, EHREREGEXRMBATEREBE 2B B
MEBITHAES. B, BFARFE—ERIEHN
w75, tMEEEE FAREEREZR MIESER
&, HEE . Mhf—F Rt eSS HFinrn
EEHHE.

MEREREMBE—T

teRBE IR Ak—

B TR E— L F RS-

RABSEERER LRERHIIIEITE,

B ERHBRRE - FIRRE (ERETH) # T
FhEBRERER, REE

1. ERRAEERELET 40 £, 40

AR ER—R?

2. 5K EME 40 % -

fo—EEREE, BAEEEMTE NRBR, B
BFERE FEER TERS. AHEL
FWEEAT EEWEA LS FRTORE ? ERMG
EE—, SRS,

3.BEE 40 £, EHARNKE, RMBEHLE
120 i EH,

A, LHELBRR—REETREFEMOEAE
e A 5 URBL A IRERETI TME, wH—BEE{CR
WA R S, BB AR U B SE, B
B2\ + B iR E, T

o

RS R, REHERERENT LEE T —
AT ERAMEE, AEIMBNEERE.

UJ

IHBRUF LRSS, e—BERETNL.
R, PLEEDEARE, EECEEETHOEE
ME RS, EEEREEERENT. TS
SR PSR R B T2 R, TERE Tt

7a




is for essentially the same task, to be His channel of
salvation.

11 But Moses said to God, ""Who am I, that I should
go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"
We all say that! Who is up to such a task!

= When the Lord calls — the Lord equips, may no-
one ever say ‘no Lord’

12 And God said, "I will be with you. That is all we
need x2

And this will be the sign to you that it is | who have
sent you: When you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain."”
The gospel work is to take that man who is as far
away from God as can be, lost, alone in this world
and bring them to the Lord God forever. From
slavery in Egypt to worship God on this mountain or
should we say Heaven

That is our calling as Christians, x2 let us all be
faithful in our life’s work.
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