KINGS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday 29" September 2024
“A harvest of souls"

Welcome Thanks for those who put the display together, thank you to those who have brought
something a service of thanks.
Scripture Genesis 8:20-22
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good and faithful....
Hymn MP 200 Great is thy faithfulness
Reading Psalm 104:1-30
Prayer Pray of thankfullness
Children’s talk Thankfulness
Hymn MP 732 We plough the fields and scatter

Choose songs MP 23 All things bright and beautiful
Notices

Prayer time

Reading John’s gospel chapter 4:27-42 (page 1069)
Hymn MP 106 Come ye thankful people come.
Semon Jesus has come to find - a harvest of souls
Hymn MP 367 Jesus is Lord

Doxology

Close -

Prayer

This morning we have been thinking about the harvest and celebrating the Lord’s goodness. The farmers have
gathered in what had been growing over the months and when ripe it’s been harvested and brought into the barns.
It’s all in, and we thank the Lord for it. This display is a reminder.

Jesus is seeking a harvest - Jesus is speaking about a harvest of people x2.

Our attention this morning is on what Jesus says in verses 34-38. Jesus is on the road. He’s been travelling with
his disciples from Judea in the south to Galilee in the north. The route took him through Samaria. MAP

Jesus in his humanity experienced all that you and I do. So we read that he was tired from the journey and sat
down by a well to rest. It is here he encounters a Samarian woman. PIC We don’t have time this morning to
dwell on that conversation, it would be a whole sermon in itself. Suffice to say that it was not normal for a
Jewish man to talk to a woman, nor for a Jewish man to talk to a Samaritan. However, meeting this Samaritan
woman is part of the Lord’s divine plan and as a result of her encounter with Jesus - she puts her faith in Christ.

So the first point is that Jesus is looking for a harvest - from unlikely people - from unlikely places.
Samaria was an area of the former 10 tribes of Israel known as the Northern Kingdom. Because of their idolatry
the Lord took them away to exile through the invasion by the cruel Assyrians. This idolatry was not the worship
of a false deity but the worship of the true God - but in a way contrary to what God had said. Note that
attempting to worship the true God in another way — is actually no worship at all.

God, after much patience finally thrusts them from his presence. Having been removed, the Assyrians
repopulated the area bringing in all sorts of people, the result was a mixed people with a mixed religion. This is
Samaria, a nation the Jews looked down on, and a people they tried to avoid because of their distorted, wrong
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view of God. So when a Jew travelled to Galilee in the north they would avoid going through Samaria. But the
route Jesus chose to take brought him through Samaria, infact through its centre.  MAP routes.

The Jews were waiting for their Messiah to come — and come to them. He was not for other people. Especially
not those people. Those underserving people. Those godless people. And yet the Lord has time for ‘those people’
just as the Lord has had time for me, He has time for you.

It was against all convention that Christ should converse with this woman alone, a sinful woman, a foreign
woman, especially a Samaritan woman. She was not one of the lost sheep of the house of Israel. But as we look
on at Jesus speaking to this outsider let’s not forget that we all are like her. How is it with the ugliness of my sin,
that Christ should stop and come and accept me?

But that is why Jesus came

Jesus is clear about his work — He came to seek and to save the lost. He did not come for the healthy but for the
sick. He did not come for the righteous but the unrighteous. Not for the good but for the bad. That’s why Jesus
came. 34 ""My food," said Jesus, ""is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.

And this work is to draw people from out of the world - to himself, a great harvest of souls. ‘That is why | have
come’ he says ‘to preach the gospel, the good news of the kingdom. To see the kingdom of the God set up on
earth.” This work he here compares to harvest work, the gathering in of the fruits of the earth. That is a people
separated out to be Christ’s forever. Those he bought with his own blood shed on that cross.

As Jesus stood on Samarian soil he says to his disciples 35b I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They
are ripe for harvest. Yes even here — there will be people from here, in my Kingdom.

His disciples are learning a lesson from the master, open your eyes and look. Did the disciples get the wrong end
of the stick and look to see what was growing in the fields, maybe? What should the disciples have seen?

People, many people, 30 They came out of the town and made their way towards him. there they are streaming his
way. Here’s the harvest.

Do you have eyes to see it? Can you see who the Lord is bringing to himself? Do you have the eyes of faith to
see what the Lord of grace can do in that unlikely person - from that unlikely place. There’s a harvest to be had
for the Lord. He can do it. Do you believe that? In the area the Lord has placed you, in your workplace, amongst
your neighbours, in your block, on your road, in your class at school. Who will it be that the Lord will call? Will
you be the instrument He uses to bring that person?, just as the Lord used this woman, this unpopular woman
looked down upon by her own? Yet she suddenly becomes bold. Something had happened with her and she just
had to tell others... the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 ""Come, see a man who told me
everything I ever did. x2 Could this be the Christ?" This is a sign that the Lord has been at work in you, you can’t
keep it in, you have to tell others of Jesus.

She does not say, “Come, see a man that has told me interesting things concerning religious worship. No. She did
not say come and see a man who has impressed me with his knowledge, No, or has power, No, or can make a
show. No, she says “Come see a man that has told me of my sins.”

She invites them to “Come and look upon Him, converse with Him; come and hear His wisdom.

She said come and see - and they did 30 They came out of the town and made their way towards him.

So there they are, Samaritans streaming His way like that army of people which only spiritual eyes can see.

Nor did they stop and gaze on from a distance No, v4o0 the Samaritans came to him. they came to him That is what
anyone needs to do to be saved, not stare from a distance but come to him. Who here has still to do that? Jesus is
calling you - what are you waiting for?

Jesus stayed with them and taught them. We are told 41 because of his words — they heard the word of God. many
more became believers. Indeed faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of
Christ.” Ro 10:17

The disciples are told ‘look’ there’s a harvest. But when? 35a Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the
harvest’? SO when was the time of harvest? Another four months?

Because of the climate Israel has two harvests; one in the spring and one in the autumn. Jesus’ journey was
probably in January four months before the first harvest in May ‘the feast of the first-fruits’ as we say ‘spring
harvest’. Their first harvest was ready by Pentecost.
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Let me show you how this fits with the Jewish festivals see CHART

The Passover was on the 14" day of the 3™ month. You can read about this in Exodus 12. but this was re-set to
now be the 1% first month. For everything starts with the Lamb that was slain. The Passover also known as the
feast of unleaven Bread remembered when the Lord rescued His people from being held in slavery by the
Egyptians. God’s judgment came upon the Egyptians but those who obeyed the Lord and put lamb’s blood on
their door posts where saved. They were those ‘under the blood” when the destroying angel came by - he ‘passed
over’ them x2. And they were saved.

Once they entered the promised land and gathered in their first crops they celebrated the harvest. This was seven
weeks after the Passover. 7 x 7 days plus one the day after the Sabbath is Sunday. It was at this harvest festival
many years later that the church was born at Pentecost, (Pente meaning fifty) the beginning of the church. The
harvest of people from every nation.

Then as you can see from the chart there’s a long gap < >. Then in the 7" month with the final harvest we have
in rapid succession three remaining festivals.

1. Trumpets - 1*t day of 7" month

2. The day of atonement - 10" day of 7" month check

3. The feasts of tabernacles or Booths Succoth - 15™ day of 7*" month.

Here is the final harvest, the end of the harvest age. The end of the world.

The Trumpets blow, the 'last trump' 1 Cor 15. They are heard everywhere. Here is the trumpet call of God 1 Thess
4:16 announcing Christ’s return. They blow to prepare the Lord’s people ‘get ready for departure’.

The Lord also uses trumpets as a warning of impending judgment.

Then the day of atonement. Two goats are given, one is slaughtered and its blood put on the mercy seat, where a
Holy God will meet with a sinner. On the other the high priest lays both hands confessing all His people’s sins
before being banished - That signifies how God no longer sees our sins.

Those atoned by the blood of Christ are saved — while it’s the time of serious punishment for those who have not,
- or will not come to Christ and be under the blood. Lev 16 is given over to it. Lasting 7 days it ends with a day
of rest.

So finally Tabernacles, the Lord now tabernacles / dwells with his people. The extended period afterwards
speaks of the endless eternity. The Gospel.

So we are in the last days, from Christ’s ascension to his glorious return. It is also known as the Gospel age, or
should we say the harvest age. To us too Jesus says: 35b | tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are
ripe for harvest.

36 Even now the reaper draws his wages, - wages are given as the job is completed - even now he harvests the crop
for eternal life, that is what it is all about, bringing souls from death to life, eternal life is found in Jesus alone.
How wonderful to have everlasting life, how wonderful to see others all sharing in this as well.

so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. We all have a part to play, . 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows
and another reaps’ is true. whether you are dropping GN papers through your neighbours letterboxes to break up
the ground, whether you are sowing the seed as you speak into the lives of those around, or you're the one with
the watering can inviting folk on Sunday morning to hear the word of God and see the different Holy lives of
Christians. Maybe you are the one who is asked “What must | do to be saved and you see them come to the
Lord” so indeed the sower and the reaper may be glad together. We rejoice as the angels in heaven rejoice.

Jesus says: 38 | sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have
reaped the benefits of their labour."

I sent you That is what you are to do — what | am to do.

Jesus sets the pattern of sowing and the reaping. John the Baptist had prepared a people for the Lord. Lu 1:17.
There is preaching, sowing the seed and then reaping. Today with the huge ignorance of the word of God, much
of our work now is sowing.

E In the Hebrides the word of God was already in their hearts, so it was a time of very powerful reaping.
In some other revivals the reaping seems to immediately follow the sowing. In one hand we hold the Bible
sowing the seed of the word of God - in the other we have the sickle to harvest what was sown.
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+ Four months was not long for it to ripen so let us be expecting to reap.

Sowing and reaping is the Lord’s work for every one of His people, we are all his witnesses. “Oh I’'m not able to
say much” you say. Well you can say what the Lord has done. You can invite people as this woman did 29
‘Come, see a man who told me everything | ever did. Could this be the Christ?’

The woman at the well was no theologian in the eyes of the religious leaders, yet she now knew all that was
important to know. Theology — the essential truth of God are revealed by Him. If you are born again by His
Spirit, the Spirit of truth and you know the Lord - then you can tell your story, testify to what the Lord has done.
Write it down, the long and the short and the very short version. Pray and look for opportunities, they’ll come.

Through this one poor woman, the news spread to a whole town. Let no gospel carrier be discouraged when you
talk to one seemingly uninterested person. The Lord can bring life to the one seed and produce the many.

The woman thought she had ended the conversation with the words 25 **I know that Messiah™ (called Christ) "is
coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Oh how they’d been waiting, it was all a remote dream,
this promised messiah who would come and change everything.

But now there’s the bombshell — This long awaiting promised Messiah - is standing before her. 26 Then Jesus
declared, "I who speak to you am he."” These word would have been a shock that sent a shiver down her spine.
Jesus literally says Ego Eimi ‘I, I am He, the one speaking to you’. Like every Jew the Samaritans believed in the
Pentateuch the five books of Moses. In Exodus 3:14 the Lord God says ‘I am’ has sent me to you. Jesus is
declaring ‘I am that Lord, | am Yahweh, | am that one true God’. Phew.

Bang, suddenly she could see it. Have you? Do you see just who Jesus is??

This has a profound effect on her, she runs off back to the town to tell them. 28 Then, leaving her water jar, x2

why did she do that?

4. Was it in kindness to Christ, that he might have water to drink?, not sure!

5. Did she leave it so she could run more easily and quickly? Don’t think so!

6. Or did she leave her water jar as one who had no more need of it, she is now taken up with better things. Those who
are brought to the knowledge of Christ will show it by a holy contempt of this world and the things of it.

Have you left your water jar?, that leaking jar, the jar that’s been used to draw water from the wells of this world

with is vain entertainments, it’s false hopes and empty promises, are you always coming back for more and more

and yet never satisfied?

From Christ comes living water. Here is his invitation to you this morning “whoever drinks the water | give him
will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” Joh 4:14

Have you drunk of it? Will you now do so? Christ has done everything for you to come and receive it freely.
Leave that old water jar, leave your worldly cares behind, stop striving. Look to Him alone, and you will receive.
You will receive what is lasting and glorious.

This once sinful woman is now radiant, she is clothed in bright raiment and gathered with many others around
the throne of God. And all this because Jesus stopped by a well on his journey. Who would have thought.

Jesus stayed an extra two days. They were not wasted. He interrupted his travelling for he knew His father had a
purpose for him there.

Has the Lord brought you to a place and you need to linger more? Do you sense there is a work for you to do?
Has His spirit impresses you with it? Obey his voice, obey the call.

41 And because of his words many more became believers. These new believers then spread the word to others.
The seed of the gospel was now sown in Samaria.

What effect was there of this afterwards? Was that it? ... we find that four or five years afterwards, when Philip
preached the gospel in Samaria he found such blessed remains of this good work now wrought that the people
with one accord gave heed to his message. Hear these words from Acts 8...

Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. Philip went down to a city in Samaria and
proclaimed the Christ there. When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close

attention to what he said. With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed.
So there was great joy in that city. Ac 8:4-8

Gospel time is harvest time, and gospel work - harvest work.
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4+ Are you sowing and harvesting? If not then you need to be harvested!

The harvest time is busy time; all hands are needed for the work: everyone must work do his part that he may
reap of the graces of the gospel: ministers must work for God, to gather in souls to him. Harvest time is a short
and limited time which will not last, it’s a moment of opportunity, the work must be done then, or not at all. So
reaping from the gospel too has its season, for once past it cannot be recalled. Can you sense it? Is it now? Are
we to hear the Lord say to us at KNBC “I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest”.
Let us apply the proverb that says He who wins souls is wise. That’s a harvest, a harvest of souls for Christ.

END
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