Kings Norton Baptist Church

Sunday 18 August 2024 10 am
Honouring Christian leaders

Opening Scripture.

Hymn CH 7 Give to out God immortal praise (less verse 2)
Scripture Psalm 27 (page 557)

Prayer of praise and thanksgiving.

Children’s talk Helena

Chorus MP 590 Seek ye first the kingdom of God (no repeats) 1:22
Camp feedback Testimony, Lydia and Vanessa.
Notices Members meeting, thank those who prepare the building

Those with children only at the table. Sunday Tea today at Josh and Breeshey’s and for the 25'"?
Google Translate.

Mission slot with Ina
Prayer and Lord’s prayer
Reading John 13:1-17 (page 1081)
1 Corinthians 4:1-21 (page 1146)

Hymn O great God of highest Heav’n (on this Service Sheet)
Sermon How do you view Christian leaders?
Hymn MP 1261 Brother, sister, let me serve you (less verse 5)

Closing prayer

Prayer

Put on dark glasses, Just as I cannot see clearly, so sin distorts my vision. Put on blindfold, there was a
time when I could see nothing, I was blind to the truth of God. Now the Lord has removed the veil, the
blindness, He is the opener of eyes. And yet as a Christian the old sins of pride still affect my vision. Yes
even in Christ my sin distorts my view.

How well do you see? How well do you view your leaders? What about a Christian leader? That is the sermon
title today. It is very easy to think too highly of a minister, and it is very easy to think too lowly of a minister.

Ministers are not to be overvalued, and ministers are not to be undervalued.

Paul challenges the Christians at Corinth to have a right view of their ministers. At the beginning Paul had to
rebuke them for saying I follow Paul, I follow Apollus, I follow Peter’. Do not, he says, consider us rivals. Do not
put us on display that you assess us like party-leaders at an election -having a high view of one, and a low view
of another.

v1 Paul says so then, men (that is the Christians at Corinth) ought to regard us as servants of Christ... This he says
is how you should view me.

= We must be careful to think Biblically in our opinion of ministers.

That is what the Corinthian Christians had not done. They were overvaluing one, and undervaluing another.
Ministers are servants, Christ's servants.

The word servant 5257 smnpeme huperetes originally spoke of an under-rower, a subordinate rower who rowed the
lower bank of oars on a large ship.

The word servant came to signify anyone who serves with his hands, - just as Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. In
the NT it is used of the attendants of magistrates or a king, his retinue, his servants, his soldiers. It’s anyone
ministering or rendering service to aid another in their work, including a preacher of the gospel.

= Paul is saying they were ministers, not masters; - stewards, not lords.

They were servants of Christ, and no more, though they were servants of the highest rank, for they had the care
of his household, to provide food for the flock and direct their work of witnessing to Christ in the world.
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Do not elevate a ministers beyond what they are.
E There are many in our city who travel considerable distances because they like this minister or that
minister.

E So too when a church is looking for a new minister. It is normal for the church to write down a wish list
describing the person they are looking for. They end up expecting the impressive ‘wonder man’.

That is what the Christians at Corinth hoped for a ‘super-apostle’.

There is also a flip side to this. Not only should ministers not be elevated - but they should not elevate
themselves. This was a problem in the church in Corinth. Paul and Peter did not do this but there were impressive
types swimming around who saw themselves as ‘super-apostles’ X2 (2cor 11:5,12:11) ministers who lord it over their
flock. Those who pull rank on them like the world does over their faith and practice. That is a very great abuse of
their power. There are many examples of ‘Heavy shepherding’ around.

By just as importantly ministers are not to be undervalued; for they, we are ministers of Christ. The character and
dignity of the ~ Master puts an honour on the office of minister. We are under-shepherds of the Great Shepherd.

= How is your view of the minister, is it just right? No? then do you unduly elevate the minister? Or do
you unduly denigrate Him??

v1 So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ —and what have we been given to do? as those entrusted
with the secret things of God.

Ministers are ministers of the word

Though we are but stewards, we are not stewards of the common things of the world, or even the glamorous,
managing great wealth or some big tech company — no something infinitely better than that — we are stewards of
divine mysteries, the secret things of God x2. The Apostles where tasked with making known the precious
mysteries of God, those truths which had long been hidden from the world in ages past, but now revealed through
the Apostles and committed to writing by them. They had a great trust, and for that reason had an honourable
office. This is how ministers serve the Lord’s household, they/we are stewards in his kingdom of grace. There is
no higher calling than this, to minister to others the Word of God.

Deacons were appointed in Acts 6 so the ministers would not be distracted from their prime calling of
ministering the Word of God and prayer.

2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. And they were faithful in the task.
They did not say the imaginations of their minds but only and all of what God had revealed. They were not
ecclesiastical administrators but responsible for proclaiming unblemished the clear facts of the gospel, not their
own views and fancies, but servants of Christ’s Word to spread and make know the Christian faith in all its
glorious truth. They were given a work to do, and they did it.

= A genuine servant is one who when trusted to do something - does it x2

And he does it as instructed by His master. Paul is answerable to his Master rom 14:4, not some sort of tribunal or
amateur human court pulled together by his Corinthian opponents.

3 I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; So do not judge me, he says.

indeed I do not even judge myself. Who can rightly judge or assess one's own performance? All preachers and

ministers know that to attempt this usually results in improper elation, or depression. How often | leave the pulpit

with a thought that suddenly comes, “that was excellent” or that was terrible”, not often anything in the middle. |

know who is behind it.

B The great preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon had a lady come up to him at the end of a service and
say to him “that was a very good sermon”. Spurgeon replied, “Yes, the devil has just told me so”

When we say 'judging’ we don’t mean the ever-important and continuous self-examination. That is part of doing

all we can to improve one's Christian life and service. As Paul said later if we judged ourselves, we would not

come under judgment (11:31).

Paul is not aware of any failure in his service, 4 My conscience is clear, - we must all constantly live with a clear

conscience, Paul spoke much of it - but that does not make me innocent he says. Paul is not relying on a clear

conscience before God who alone is competent to reach a correct verdict. It is the Lord who judges me, he says.

5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes.
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To the judgment-seat of Christ we will all be called. Yes every Christian. This is not the Judgment of sinners that
will lead to condemnation and Hell, no this is the Athletes podium that we as Christians are to come to and each
one receive his just reward based on how well we have run for the Lord.

We do not judge because we do not know. Judgments cannot be made fairly without full knowledge. The Lord
alone knows and one day He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s
hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.

How easy it is to take the judge’s place and put the Lord in the dock and look down pronouncing judgment on
His ministers. This should not be.

The Lord will judge His servants. He alone will expose man’s hidden conduct, whether unknown or forgotten.
Only God can rightly assess motives. We saw this last Sunday with the rich man asking Jesus to sort out the
family inheritance problems — Jesus exposes his motive as greed.

Commendation from God is the only praise that matters. Will he say to you ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!
Come and share your master’s happiness!” Mt 25:21; Rom. 2:29. Will he say that to me??

I am the Lord’s servant, I will perform what He” has called me to do, | will do that whether | am liked or not
liked, criticized or praised, (usually neither), paid by you or unpaid, for the Lord has called me and it is to Him |
stand or fall. But as we submit and serve one another - so | am also your servant too, and | am accountable to
you. | have no complaints here - but some churches can impose very unreasonable demands on their ministers.

B There are many churches often in America where there is a ‘board’ in the church to which the Minister is
accountable. Many Ministers say it feels like being on tender hooks and going through a constant exam.

B John Knox in defending his calling said to the turbulent church he was serving: “I will always be your
servant, but you will never be my master” (He is almost exactly quoting the Apostle Paul in 2 Cor 1:12)

In Corinth the church folk elevated their favourite minister — and looked down on others. It’s almost the central
theme running through both of Paul’s letters to the church at Corinth.

6 Now, brothers, | have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us
the meaning of the saying, "'Do not go beyond what is written.” He’s either referring to an earlier passage or else the
main thrust of his teachings or the Bible generally on this matter.

But what does he mean by it? He says so that you may learn from us Let the leaders set the example and the
church follow that everything is to be directed — and restrained - in line with what the Bible says, not what the
Bible does not say, we must not add and add and add.

The puffed up minister adds his own ideas to scripture, and even uses scripture to promote them. It is better not
to say anything that cannot be backed up by Scripture, to have a ‘proof text mentality’.

Nor may the church add their own ‘tests, or standards,’ to a minister over and above what the Lord has said, that
elevates one above another. Then you will not take pride in one man over against another.”

In the past Anglican churches would expect their vicars to be classicists, well versed in Latin and Greek.
Churches may still expect leaders to be well educated, or musical or trendy or what? what would you
say?

Beware of letting worldly standards creep into our Christian standards. Do not add your own expectations and go

beyond what the Scriptures say.

The result is to overvalue the minister and put him on a pedestal, ‘Pastor, Pastor, Pastor’, some cultures are like
that, the Pastor’s word is law.

In Britain as a country it’s now the reverse. Christian ministers are undervalued. Most of those on the outside of
the church will not now go to a Church minister for help and advice. We are right down on the list.

B They will go to a trusted friend, to an older person, to citizen’s advice, to an expert, seek a counsellor,
have therapy - The minister of the Word of God is right down the list. The minister is undervalued.

Even in the church the minister is often undervalued and taken for granted.

B Going to the Navi pub up the road and you go in expecting to be welcomed, everything set up, staff
around, food ready you can sit down and enjoy your time.

Some treat coming to church like that.

E You come in, books are handed you, the building is lit, warm in the winter, fresh flowers at the front.
Music is ready, and there’s someone at the front to lead the service. A sermon that has been prepared is
served up. All you need to do is sit. Then there will be tea and coffee handed you, and biscuits too, you
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chat to a couple of people and then go. Someone else will close up and shut the gate. And over the years
it has usually been me. Next Sunday the same, there will always be a next Sunday. That is how some
see the church.
How far from Scripture that is. Many give little thought to setting aside money to pay the minister. Ana and |
work part-time so we are fine but many ministers around the world really struggle to get through the week.

E In many parts of the world they rely on what comes in on the weekly offering plate, and it’s rarely
enough, during covid, many had nothing

E C.H. Spurgeon’s wife had a ministry of gathering together a number in their large church to provide for
church leaders around England who had little to live on, and in many cases not even a Bible.

Sadly at Corinth the Christians had a low view of Paul. Why? | think he gives the reason - because they had a
high view of themselves.

7 For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive
it, why do you boast as though you did not? Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You
have become kings—and that without us! How I wish that you really had become kings so that we might be kings
with you!

The Christians in Corinth had become very pleased with themselves. They had a new position in Christ and so
they strutted around thinking “I am free, I am a child of God, I’m the Kings son”, Paul has to rebuke them.

It is true though — one day, if they serve well here — they/we will sit on thrones. One day, when they have
faithfully persevered and withstood the temptations and trials in this time of troubles — they / we will receive the
crown of life.

Paul has to show them — and us - what a true servant of Christ looks like. He says: 9 For it seems to me that God
has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like men condemned to die in the arena. It is a life
disdained by men - but pleasing to the Lord.

We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to men. A spectacle or ‘exhibit’. The
word is ‘theatron’, 'as in theatre'. 'God meant the apostles to come in at the very end, like doomed gladiators in
the arena' (Moffatt). Condemned criminals were often paraded in public.

This is true discipleship, denying self and taking up our cross as Christ did daily. Christ’s servants are a spectacle
to men and angels and all powers.

= The Corinthian Christians were not exhibiting this. What can we say? Are the KNBC Christians exhibiting
this? You and 1? what do you think?

The Christians there were not living like that and despised the Christianity that Paul presented. The Christians in
Corinth preferred a more comfortable life. And therefore they liked the leaders who portrayed that. So today
admired are the smart, prosperous, acclaimed leaders whose lives 0oze success. Not true Christianity says Paul
X2. 10 We are fools for Christ, ...

11 To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. We work
hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; - when we are persecuted, we endure it; - when we are
slandered, we answer kindly. - Up to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.”
“Become a fool for Christ no way, how stupid” your worldly friend says “why suffer, who go about in rags, why
allow people to malign you? why allow yourself to be consider scum” But a true servant of Christ suffers.

Christian can you not see that When we are cursed, we bless; isn’t that right?

when we are persecuted, - we endure it; is that right? Do you? when we are slandered, - we answer kindly is that
right? Do you? Do I?

= That says Paul is the true Christian life. Who around would do that? - Christ did, and so a Christian does. x2
vi3we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.

Am |, are you willing to have the world see you as that for the sake of Christ? Here the word Scum or filth refers
to the most abject and despicable of men. The Greeks applied the term to the sacrifice of humans. Criminals or

worthless members of society were chosen and kept that on the outbreak of a pestilence or other calamity they
might be offered as sacrifices to their gods to bring peace for the state.

That Paul says is what the world thinks of us — why then should we ever love the world — let us be like Paul who
said “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to
me, and | to the world”. Ga6:14
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Paul sees clearly what the authentic Christian life looks like and says 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me.” it is
the way of the cross

There is the choice all of us in this room have to make.

Will you forsake all and be a servant of Christ? And be found in Heaven on that Day? Or will you hold on to
your empty life that you cannot keep and will one day be require of you? There is the choice.

Paul, - and all ministers, - should portray this to you as the Lord’s servants

So do not misunderstand the Christian minister, the Lord’s servant. Do not be swayed by the ‘impressive’
whatever form that takes and then have a wrong view of the Christian minister.

In the same way humble yourself, serve the Lord, and you will be lifted up.

We should be able to simply say, | am an unworthy servant and have only done my duty. Whoever you are,
whether a Billy Graham or the Apostle Paul or just me we can all say to the one who has no favourites “I have
only done my duty”. Yes I know my duty, the Lord’s call on me and that is what I have done.

END
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