Kings Norton Baptist Church

Sunday 4% August 2024 10 am
Joseph saves his brothers

Opening Scripture.

Hymn MP 33 And can it be
Scripture Psalm 33 (page 560)
Prayer of praise and thanksgiving.
Children’s talk The key to your heart
Chorus MP 183 God holds the key

Notices Labour party, MP, Sunday teas, two to go, Camp x3, Thursday gathering for prayer (Quinton E).
Google translate.

Helena speaking on experience with BCM Internship
Prayer and Lord’s prayer
Reading Genesis 37:1-36 (page 41) 1-11, 12-30, 31-36

Hymn MP 1024 All my days (beautiful Saviour) (3:52)
Message Joseph saves his brothers

(you intended to harm, God intended it for good)
Hymn MP 645 the God of Abraham Praise (3:24)

Closing prayer

the God of Abraham Praise — from the Jewish Synagogue

Thomas Olivers, one of Whitefield's converts, had led a very profligate life as a shoemaker until his conversion took place,
being afterwards accepted by Mr. Wesley as a preacher of the Gospel at the age of twenty-eight. Nearly twenty years later
Olivers was on a visit to another Methodist lay preacher, John Bakewell, of Westminster, and while a guest at his house
visited the Jewish Synagogue, where he heard a beautiful melody sung by a Rabbi, Signor Leoni. Olivers was so struck by
the music that he immediately decided to write a Christian hymn which would fit the same melody, and enable it to be sung
by Methodists ; so under Mr. Bakewell's hospitable roof the magnificent hymn was composed.

The hymn became so immensely popular that in its .second year no less than eight editions were needed.

Prayer

B Lex Brown hadn't been going to his new school for long, but there was at least one thing just about
anyone could tell you about him: He loved his family. This can be seen in the way the 15-year-old’s life
was taken far too soon. While playing around in the Wabash River, his 9-year-old brother got swept
away in the current. Without hesitating, the teen dived after him. Although Lex was successful in
pushing his little brother toward safety, he quickly got caught up in the current himself. Sadly, this is
how Lex drowned. Ever since that day, family and friends have taken the time to celebrate this young
hero. All this happened in Indiana, USA, barely three weeks ago.

The title of the sermon is “Joseph saves his brothers” the strap line is what Joseph said to his brothers “you
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good” Here we see ‘the sinfulness of man - and the goodness of
God’ x2.

As we look today at the OT let us consider Joseph. He is important because his life takes up 14 of the 50 chapters
in Genesis, from his birth in chapter 30 and then from chapter 36 to the end chapter 50. So Joseph and the events
of his life are important and we must consider them.

God has said Abraham’s seed would be a blessing to the world. Was it to be Isaac? It wasn’t, how about his son
Jacob? It wasn’t. How about one of Jacob’s many sons? Could it be Joseph? No it wasn’t. But look at Joseph or
His father Jacob, or his father Isaac, the patriarchs, and you see the likeness of the promised true seed, the Lord
Jesus Christ. Those in the royal line were but precursors of the true Son to come. Let us all now see that this
likeness of Jesus is very evident in the life of Joseph.
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We read Genesis Ch. 37. It would take too long to read through his life to Ch.50 so let me first summarise and
then we can walk through some of the key points.

Joseph is sold by his brothers as a slave, he ends up in Egypt, he becomes the ruler of all Egypt and through his
storing up of food he saves his brothers who come to him. That in a nutshell is what happened.

Jacob was the father of twelve sons who would become the twelve tribes of Israel. But not until the end did his
wife Rachel whom he loved bear him a child. Her first child was Joseph. She then bore him Benjamin.

= ...and Joseph was the father’s favourite.

v3 Jacob, or Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age;
His love for him was obvious for he made a richly ornamented robe for him. The father looked upon him as his
uniquely special son.

So the commendation of Jesus as he came up from the waters of baptism was a voice from heaven which said,
"This is my Son, whom 1 love; with him | am well pleased. Mt 3:17

Jesus was that uniquely special son. Although Jesus is the creator God he came into his world, took on flesh, was
born of a woman as we all are — and as descended from Adam he is therefore our brother in Adam. As such he is
a fitting Saviour of the human race. Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the
same family. Heb 2:11. he too shared in our humanity so that by his death - he might destroy him who holds the
power of death—that is, the devil Heb 2:14. Now the devil can no longer point his accusing finger at me and say
“guilty, guilty”, for the blood of Christ has removed the guilty stain of my sin. I am now, having received the
righteousness of Christ, declared innocent before God. That is what Christ our brother, our substitute came to do
on the cross.

The father sent the Son into this world on a rescue mission to seek and to save the lost. Jesus left his father’s side
and came to us, to you and | to empty himself of all but love, and bled for Adam’s helpless race as we sung
earlier in Charles Wesley’s hymn ‘And can it be’.

So too Joseph left his father who said to him *'your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I am
going to send you to them.""

To which Joseph replied "Very well," As Jesus said ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have come
to do your will, O God.”" Heb 10:7 & 10:9 (Psalm 40:6-8 see Septuagint)

14 So Jacob the father said to him, ""Go and see if all is well with your brothers and ... and bring word back to me."
Ge 37:12-14

What did Joseph find when he found his brothers, he found them scheming to kill him.

We read 4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not
speak a kind word to him. Ge 37:4

Hatred lurks deep in the human heart. Since the fall in the Garden of Eden, man’s corrupted heart sets man
against man, brother against brother, sister against sister. By God’s grace we are not as bad as we could - and can
be. By God’s grace we are not at each other’s throats but non the less the heart is naturally hostile to God - and
hates to have God reign over him. Is it not true that everywhere we see man’s natural hatred of his fellow man?

What did Jesus find when he came into this world? He came to his own but they received him not. The most holy
man who ever walked this earth was hated they as He said: ‘They hated me without reason.’ Joh 15:25, Ps 35:19; 69:4).
even his own brothers we are told did not believe in him. John 7:5

The more Jesus revealed the truth of God, the more they could see his deity, the more many rejected Him. **You
are a king, then!"* said Pilate. Jesus answered, ""You are right in saying | am a king. In fact, for this reason | was
born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."" Joh 18:37
The truth of God was revealed to Jacob in dreams and pointed to his lordship 5 Joseph had a dream, and when he
told it to his brothers — when the truth of God was revealed to them - they hated him all the more. Ge 37:5

Sold as a slave

Are things well with your brothers Joseph? No they are not. All is not well. his brothers scheme against Him,
they plot to kill him and in the end sell him as a slave to some Ishmaelite traders coming past. They certainly
would not be bowing down to him. At least not yet. That day will come.

Sold as a slave - for the price of a slave. Twenty pieces of silver then - and thirty for Jesus all those years later.
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Joseph is taken to Egypt, the land of slavery. He is as good as dead, and his father thinks of him as dead and
grieves deeply for him.

So Jesus became a servant or slave, it’s the same word, He entered this dark world of slavery and death - and
took death to himself.

Was Jesus sufficient to the task. He was because he was tempted as Adam and Eve were, He was tempted in the
same way we are — and yet gave no ground. So the next thing we read is of Joseph, now sold to Potiphar to be a
servant in his household and there to be sorely tested.

Potiphar’s wife tries to draw him, a temptation of the flesh - like turning those stones into bread as with Jesus’
temptation. - But Joseph stands firm. he refused. *"With me in charge,” he told her, 'my master does not concern
himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. No-one is greater in this house
than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could | do such
a wicked thing and sin against God?" Ge 39:6-9

Now the punishment. Having stood the temptation the darkness of the prison cell awaited him. There are two
others with him as Christ was between two criminals. One who was condemned - and one who was saved.

Pharoah’s cupbearer and his baker, one is condemned - and the other saved. Their fortunes Joseph accurately
predicts. To the baker we are told “Within three days Pharaoh will lift off your head and hang you on a tree..” Ge
40:19 The bread of the body broken as with Jesus, but the blood prevailed as the Cupbearer was restored.

So Jospeh was restored when he heard and interpreted Pharoah’s dreams in which were made known the
judgment of God to come. Joseph alone knew, as Jesus alone knows the unfolding plan of God, the One worthy
to open the scroll of God’s eternal purposes.

In the judgment of God there will be a widespread famine. The result will be death. The only remedy is in the
actions of Joseph. Do what he says and you will live. for without your word no-one will lift hand or foot in all
Egypt Ge 41:44. As Jesus said without me you can do nothing.

“Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Yes so too Jesus started his
ministry at 30, and went out and preached throughout the land the gospel of salvation. And so Joseph went out
from Pharaoh’s presence and travelled throughout Egypt.” Ge 41:46

You know the story of how Joseph built up the storehouses filled with grain so that all who came to him were
saved from death.

So Josephs brothers are sent to find food in Egypt by their father Jacob.

We are like those brothers, we are commanded to come to the Son, our perfect brother and Saviour the Lord
Jesus that we be saved from death.

They were driven by the famine, oh how the trials and miseries of this world drives us to the One who can save
us.

Psalm 107 says “some were hungry and thirsty, and their lives ebbed away. Then they cried out to the LORD in
their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for men, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.” Ps 107:5-9

Are you here because you have a spiritual hunger?, the best offerings of this world have left you empty, famished
and dry. Then come to the Saviour, come to the One place where there is food, come to the bread of Life. Are
you hungry? Is your soul starved in this world and hungry for the God who made you? If that is you then obey
the command, respond to the invitation: “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.” Isa 55:1

Such was the invitation — but the invitation still stands, you can respond today, it is for you now. It is free. Drink
freely of the fount of living water. You cannot buy this, you can never buy this. Not like the brothers they came
with money to pay - but found the silver was returned, it was there in the sacks. The grain, the food, is free.

= The grace of God is always free, this is something you cannot pay for.

How foolish not to come to the Lord, how foolish to chose to starve when there is food with Christ in abundance,
This is the Gospel of God’s grace, salvation rich and free.

"You have saved our lives," said those who came to Joseph for food "*May we find favour in the eyes of our lord;
and he amply supplied them. They now declared allegiance to a new master Ge 47:25
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Remember they were driven by the famine. — yet the father sent them.

Has the father sent you to the Son? Has he enabled you to come to Him? He must send you, God the father must
enable you. Has that happened?

= Those who haven’t remain the same. But those who know the Son are never the same again.

In fact Joseph beckoned them saying: “God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay.” Ge
45:9 Jesus said and still says “come to me” X2

The brothers meet Joseph, they meet the one once imprisoned, the one who suffered. The slave who is now King
Joseph. He is the one who promises deliverance if they obey His words — Do that and you will be saved.

“On the third day, Joseph said to them, "Do this and you will live” Ge 42:18

Chapters 43 and 44 are full of tension, why? Because it is here we see how the brothers sin is exposed and dealt
with.

We are honest men they had said 42:31. we are honest men. how many say that, do you, do you not know
yourself? Are you still believing you are a good person? Don’t compare yourself with that other person, compare
yourself with the model of perfection, the life Jesus Christ who loved God with all His heart and all his soul and
mind and strength. He who loved his neighbour, and loved his enemies. Have you done that? And done so all of
the time? No of course not. Then you are a sinner needing saving.

If you still think you are a good person then you will not find salvation. One day the truth of who you are will be
terrible laid bare and you will scream. Better to scream or cry now and confess your sin while you can. This is
what the cross is all about. The punishment, the darkness, the banishment from the presence of God that Jesus
took to bear away sin for the repentant sinner. There is no way round this. It is only through Christ crucified.

E M. L. Jones wrote a book “The plight of Man and the power of God”

We are in all stuck in our miserable plight and yet God has the power - and the will - to rescue us from it. Has
that happened to you? Can you come up here as many have and say what he has powerfully done in your life.
Hear the words of psalm 32 the psalm before the one we had earlier. Blessed is he whose transgressions are
forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him.

Is that you? are you sure? If you have no confidence or assurance of sins forgiven then do not remain silent, hear
David “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand
was heavy upon me” do you feel God’s heavy hand on you? Is there a darkness over your heart and life?, a
confusion and fear? David said my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. We don't see that heat here
but go to a really hot country and you feel weighed down by the heat, it leaves you exhausted and unable
to move. Then | acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, "I will confess my
transgressions to the LORD"—and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you
while you may be found; surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.” ps 32:1-6

Those brothers needed their sin needs to be exposed — and dealt with. The day came when finally and suddenly
their eyes are opened and they recognised Joseph - when Joseph made himself know to his brothers 45:1

Have your eyes been opened to see who Jesus is? Has Christ made himself known to you? Yes? when that
happens there are indeed tears, tears of Joy. As there has been a time of weeping for sin so now there are tears of
Joy when our Saviour brother is revealed to me.

The brothers are forgiven, their past sins are taken away. Joseph says to them do not be distressed and do not be
angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. ... God sent
me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.” Ge 45:5,7

What a deliverance. Joseph looks after them and they live in safety and security in the land of Egypt.
= Joseph saved his brothers - as Jesus came to save his brothers

At the end of the book turn to Gen 50:19, just prior to Josephs death he said to them, "Don’t be afraid. Am I in the
place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the
saving of many lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and
spoke kindly to them.” Ge 50:19-21

Summary
How unable Joseph’s brothers were to change their hearts. How unable they were to change their circumstances.
The famine came and they were in distress. My friends the Lord will bring a host of things to bring you to the
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end of yourself. You cannot change this or that, you can effect not change either within or without. My
immovable sin separates me from God and he does not hear.

How then can anyone be saved asked the disciples of Jesus. Jesus looked at them and said, ""With man this is
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God." Mr 10:27

What a good God who is so able to overcome the hardness of my heart.. How the Lord is able to change me from
stubbornness and resisting God’s good rule - to now have His love poured into my heart. How wonderful that
God sent the One to be our brother and Saviour, both to save and to keep.

Joseph like Jesus, was rejected and banished. Jospeh like Jesus disappeared - and came back risen again as king,
as Ruler and Lord of all.

= How gracious, how loving, how good is the Lord our God.

If he gave his all for me, how can | now not give all things for Him.
END
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