Kings Norton Baptist Church

Sunday 2" June 2024 10 am
“Your part, His part”

Opening Scripture Revelation 5:12

Hymn MP 45 At your feet we fall mighty risen Lord

Prayer

Scripture Isaiah 35 (page 719)

Children’s talk Safe in the strong tower

Chorus MP 809 Blessed be the Name of the Lord

Notices Thanks for maintenance help VIDEO, minibus driver?

12:45-1pm Fellowship lunch at Arrow Valley. See directions

Invitation cards to BGEA event 15" June, > list on wall.
Finance chart.

Wakeem Testimony
Prayer and Lord’s prayer

Readings Mark 4:26-29 (page 1006)

Hymn MP 1024 All of my days (22-song 7 EMA 3:21)
Sermon “Your part, His part”

Hymn CH 482 O what a Saviour that He died for me!

Closing Prayer:

Ps 61:3 For you have been my refuge, a strong tower against the foe.

Pr 18:10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it
and are safe.
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Prayer

B Ever wanted to be involved in something big? The world has its array
of impressive building projects, from the great wall of China to the
Panama canal or the Burj Khalifa in Dubai, the world tallest building
at 2,722 feet. How impressive to have had a part in building it.

The Lord God is building a kingdom far greater and far longer lasting than

anything this world has seen. Do you want a part in it? Every Christian is

given a part in building it. I will build it says Jesus, but you have your part.

This parable today only occurs in Mark’s gospel. Some parables are noted
by two of the gospel writers, some by three, with the parable of the feeding
of the 5,000 appearing in all four.

Jesus starts by saying in v26 “This is what the kingdom of God is like and then
goes on to give a parable using the familiar scene of a farmer on his farm. It
is called the parable of the growing seed and aptly named.

26 A man scatters seed on the ground. That is what the man does.

27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows,
though he does not know how. That is what he cannot do.

This parable tells us what we can do - and what God alone can do. The title
is ‘your part, his part’.

It is a simple illustration with a straightforward meaning. There is your part,
and there is His part. There is what you can do - and what you cannot do.
The Lord has a plan to build his church out of the people of the world - and
He will do it. The amazing thing is that he has called you into partnership
with him in this great task. It is a task he divides - and shares with us.

B  Whether on a building site, in a hospital, on an engineering project
etc., each is assigned a role, you have your job description. You are
to stick with it. It is not for you to do the job of another.

So too as the Lord has commissioned us to go and make disciples of all

nations, He has split the task, there’s our work - and the Lord’s work.

A man scatters seed on the ground.

What is that seed? As it follows on from the parable of the sower of seeds in

the different types of soil, we can say the seed is the word of God. (Bible)

You will be my witnesses the Lord said as he sent his Spirit to empower and

fit us for the task.

We are to sow the seed, this we should all do, we as a body of the Lord’s

people should be obedient to our calling and take the word of God out, that
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is to ‘broadcast’ it. As a local church here in Birmingham we are the local
BBC - Birmingham Broadcasting Corporation.

We can all sow. Anyone who has received the knowledge of the grace of
God in his heart can teach others. We are not all equally gifted in this, but
we can all do it, we can and we must, speak of the God we know.

We will not all have the same opportunities. But here surrounded by people
in the city, and with all the modern media, we can have a far-reaching
influence. There is no one within the family of God who may not with their
hand drop a tiny seed into the ground.

There is no-one among us who needs to stand idle in the market-place, for
work suitable for each of us is waiting for him. There is not a saved woman
who is left without a holy task; let her do it and win the approving word
“She hath done what she could.”. Some area of sacred service is within the
reach of everyone’s capacity, whether it be the mother in the family, the
carer with the antisocial hours, the one in the office, factory or hospital or
the child at school. Those who think “there’s little I can do” can,
nevertheless, do something for Christ and His cause. Carry this small
precious seed of the word of God and sow it in obedience and faith.

Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be idle, for
you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will
do equally well. Ec 11:6

Be generous with it, be like the sower who does not drop a seed only where

he things there’s a good place, but knowing what the Lord can do, threw the

seed right and left as he went on his way.

B Be like the winter salt spreaders who covers all the road, and the
pavement, and everything else for that matter.

Unless there is mockery and ridicule don’t hold back - even let some seed

drop into the thorny and rocky soils. The Lord can do something even there,

he did with me. Do what you can, dropping in the word of God here there

and everywhere, in all places hoping and longing for that harvest to come.

You do it because you know the seed is good, the word is the living word.

Pray that the Lord will lead to you good soil, - know your area and know the
people as the farmer who knows his fields senses where he can expect a
good return.

No farmer expects to bring forth a harvest without sowing. Weeds will grow
without our help, but not so with wheat and barley. The human heart is so
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depraved that it will naturally bring forth evil in abundance, and Satan is not
sleeping, he is busy with his evil seed.

Let us watch over the seed to make sure it is kept good seed - for anyone to
bear fruit for God the seed of truth must be planted. A person is saved by the
word of God not the clever reasonings of man. Do not try to add to it, or
leave it to become corrupted. It must be planted ‘as is’ in its unadulterated
simple purity.

Faith comes by hearing, which means the word of God must be brough to
that neighbour, family member, person at the bus stop, your work colleague,
that they may hear and be saved.

The spreading of the gospel is not something to ‘um and ahh’ about, a
matter of choice depending on how your feel, like so much else in this
world. No, it is a duty, and one urgently needed and to be neglected at your
peril.

So let us scatter, and scatter, and scatter the seed of the kingdom, and expect
to see a harvest. You have the seed, and the seed must be sown - and often.

= There is what you can do and - what you should do.

But it is the Lord alone who makes things grow
28 All by itself the soil produces corn. No labourer can do this — no-one can
make anything grow but God, let us be clear about that!

Next week we will return to the letter to the Corinthians and chapter 3. A
passage from there reminds us of who does what. “What, after all, is
Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. | planted the seed, Apollos
watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters
is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. We have our part to play,
and the Lord His part. There is His part and there is our part. The man who
plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded
according to his own labour. 1Co 3:5-8 The Lord has allowed us to share in
His great work, the greatest work of all, there’s no job better than this.

So a couple of pitfalls?

Know what the Lord has called you to do — and what He alone can do. Do
not mix the two roles together so that they are indistinct, or swap the two
around.
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Do not try to do what only God can do.
We are to sow the seed - we do not - and cannot - make the plant grow!

B Imagine a machine for stretching wheat, a vacuum container to
make bread grow!

Wrong theology is behind the belief that a man or woman can make the seed
grow, that a man can chose God, that man can respond and make himself
born again etc. This is known as Arminianism (after the Dutch theologian
Arminius). We cannot do God’s work. We cannot do what only God can do.
B Does that mean we stand impassively, like the JWs?

No Paul when he was converted devoted himself exclusively to preaching and
testifying, every sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade, he
vigorously refuted the jews, he proved from the scriptures that Jesus was the
Christ. Acts 18:4,5,28 hear those words; persuade, reason, refute, prove.

We too are to impress on all who will listen the urgency of the gospel by
explaining the word, reasoning, being persuasive.

And yet what change can we engineer in the hearer? None unless the Lord
does his work. We can solicit a response, we can lean on people, we can

make them feel guilty, we can excite their emotions, and project a persona,
that is what sales people do so effectively. And yet if it is forced the person
responds reticently, hence now we have in law a 14 day cooling off period.

There are many who misunderstand how the Lord works and do their utmost
to bounce people into the Kingdom of God, “say this prayer” they say, etc.
The problem is they bounce back out again, they quickly fall away. You
cannot convert anyone. We can make the church doors wider, provide useful
services and projects to draw people in, we can entertain and make it
‘enjoyable’ it might look like growth, but it isn’t, it is just more people in.
Whatever you try to do to the heart it is still a dead heart. we the sower
cannot make life, we cannot make anything grow, only the Lord can do that.

= There is what you can do - and what you cannot do.

= There is what you should do - and there is what you should not do.

Then there is the other side, expecting God to do - what he has told you and | to do
You will be my witnesses, every Christian is called to be a seed carrier, to be
a proclaimer, to declare, to pronounce, to sow, to reason, to argue, to
persuade, to impress upon and implant within the hearer this word of life.
God has called us to do that. He has built that into His great plan.
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we are God’s fellow-workers; 1Co 3:9 He has choses us to be his ‘co-workers’
again he says it in 2 Cor 6:1. How amazing.
E As a father shares the decorating work with his young son, he hands

the paint brush to him knowing it may well end up a messy job, but
how delighted the young boy is, what a privilege, he won't forget it.

= God can do it without you, He surely can, but he has chosen to use you.

Your part, our part is an important part, but it is a small part. We can relax,
if someone does not become a Christian it is not because you haven’t leant
on them enough, or cajouled them enough, or told them so many times they
are saved that they start to believe it and act like it. No Jesus said I will build
His church. Not you, I will he says.

Jesus is telling us this so we can be prepared as we go out into the world.
This whole section in Mark’s gospel is really ‘missionary training’ prior to
going ‘over the top’, or in this case across the lake to the enemy territory.
That is where our enemy reigns as so dramatically presented in the
demoniac. As these raw disciples head into the lions den they are in safe
hands for Christ is with them, they need only trust him. Hence the last final
key lesson while on the road, or on the lake, the lesson of the storm. They
were in one, they went into it and came through it, - and as soon as they
landed were to see a storm raging in this man. A storm calmed by Jesus the
Prince of Peace.

27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows,
though he does not know how.

It will grow and be ripened; but can you do it? You know you cannot; you
can have no finger in the actual process, though you may promote the
conditions under which it is produced. Life is a mystery; growth is a
mystery; ripening is a mystery.

The scientist tries to explain life and bamboozle you and cloak his ignorance

with clever jargon but - he cannot produce life.

B The James Webb telescope is continuing to send back wonderful
pictures, and only last Friday an excited scientist admitted it required
them to readjust their every changing theories. As it is true for the
distant it is also true of the microscopic.

Life and growth is of God, only in him do we live and move and have our

being. The farmer does nothing but wait and look on expectantly. So should

we. He knows the seed, he thinks it has fallen on ground that can bear a crop
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and he has planted expectantly. If you have planted then let us expect
something to happen too.

And it does. 28 All by itself the soil produces corn—first the stalk, then the
ear, then the full grain in the ear.

So too is the rise and progress of the word of God in the heart. It enters the
soul and does its secret work. Naturally we all resist the Lord Jesus, but
when it enters it changes our heart and we come to love Him. But we know
not how that inner change take place? Once | avoided the Lord’s rule and
hated the thought of his mastery over me, now I love Him. How does that
happen? How is my whole nature renewed, instead of producing sin it yields
repentance, faith, and love. How it is that the Spirit of God deals with the
mind of man?, how does he create the new heart? How does he give us the
right spirit?, we cannot tell. The Spirit of God moves like the wind and we
know not where and to whom and in whom He will come and work - but
when He does - we see the effect.

The person immediately knows something has happened within them and
soon the change cannot be hidden. The eyes are opened and tongue is
loosed, there has been what we call an effectual work within to bring a new
creation, a resurrection, an awakening from the dead, all invisible, but real.
E Has that happened in you? Can you speak of it like Wakeem? It is

not easy for him to stand here as he did earlier — but there’s now a
new Spirit in Him them emboldens him.

All who are here this morning have had the seed sown in your heart, it is
good seed, has it done anything in you? — x2. There are some here with no
evidence of it — and if that is you then there’s no-one here who can help you.
Go to the Lord, to the cross, plead mercy, confess your sin lest you leave
this world and be found dirty and guilty before the judge of your souls.

= The farmer in seeing the crop, is to do something, he harvests the crop.

29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has
come."” Now the Lord again uses his servants he puts the sickle to it

= As soon as the living seed has produced the fruit it is time to act.

So it is with us, we look out expectantly and excitedly to see in whom is the
fruit of the Lord. What do we look for? Evidence of the Lord’s Spirit;
brokenness, conviction, someone energized by a living faith. When this is
seen no time is to be wasted, he puts the sickle to it that person must be
brought into the barn, brought into the housefold of faith. Here they are
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protected, guarded, watched over. This sickle is not the reaping of the last
great day, for that does not come within the scope of the parable.

This kind of reaping is the type when the Saviour said to his disciples after
he had been sowing the seed in the hearts of the Samaritans,, Do you not say,
‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look
at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Joh 4:35. It had sprung up in the place
they least expected it! Let us trust the Lord to do what only he can do.
Listen to His encouragement and promise; Let us not become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Ga 6:9
As a Christian we watch carefully for the harvest, we look for true signs
of faith in Christ, as soon as we see it we at once fetch in the converts that
they may be cared for by the brotherhood, safe in the fold and separated
from the world, screened from temptation, and laid up for the Lord.
B We've seen the Lord at work in Aaron, so too in Wakeem, and you?
As soon as the grain is ripe - It’s an urgent business lest the devil do his work

We extend the hand of fellowship, we recognize them as brothers and
expect the Lord to honour and continue what he has started. We say, “Have
you confessed your faith? Is it not the time for an open confession and the
testimony and obedience of baptism? The new heart is directed to love and
obedience. In communion with the faithful the new convert is set to work in
the Lord’s vineyard. We are to encourage, instruct and strengthen.

The reaper is the man who gathers in the converts, One sows another reaps
and we rejoice together for our work is one, for we labour for one Lord.

Peroration Expectancy

There is life in the seed, the word of God which is life, the word of God is
living and active it is this powerful, it is incorruptible, the word of the Lord
stands for ever." 1Pe 1:25

For there to be a harvest you must bury the seed in the heart - there the

heavenly seed grows secretly, for God’s work is done out of sight.

Are you a gardener? Do you plant? do you water? Don’t you expect to
see something for it?

According to this parable we should expect to see fruit. A farmer casting his

seed into the ground expects a harvest, so we must as we sow God’s word

not think it will return void. Let us wait for it patiently, it will come.

“Your part, His part” It is ours to sow, that is our part, The Lord has his and

he will do it. Let us look to Him to grow faith in the heart, He will do it. END
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Cantonese
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Kings Norton Baptist Church

“Your part, His part”
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