Kings Norton Baptist Church
Sunday 28 April 2024 10 am
Dad, take charge!

Parenting lessons from Genesis 34:1-33 based on 23_05_14 and 06_06_11.doc

Welcome to all

Opening Scripture...........

Hymn MP 559 Praise Him, Praise Him
Scripture Psalm 146 (page 632)
Prayer

Children’s talk ShuTing

Chorus MP 128 Father God I wonder
Notices Invite for Cameo, Thursdays, Bring and share lunch next Sunday.

BBQ, picnics, giving packets.
Welcome churches Fatemeh Taheri

Prayer and Lord’s prayer

Readings Genesis 34:1-33 (page 37)

Hymn MP 1100 Open the eyes of my heart Lord

Sermon Dad, take charge!

Hymn MP 143 Fight the good fight 1:58 (Kevin Mayhew NONP)

Closing Prayer:

Fatemeh

R

Re_ KNBC
Birmingham visit.ms
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Prayer and Exordium

B Has there been an episode in your life which you look back to with
regret? Yes I'm sure, there certainly has for me. That dark day or that
dark time. Gen 34 tells of one of those times.

Gen 34 recounts the rape of Dinah and you may well be thinking “I’1l need to

hang on to my chair here! “There’s 18 certificate films is this going to be an
'18 cert.” sermon? No. it’s a ‘U’ Quite safe! no parental guidance needed here.

Yes it certainly was a dark day for Dinah, but the passage is not about her. Is
it about her brothers Simeon and Levi? yes, but really it is about Jacob. x2

10 Chapters of Genesis are given over to Jacob. The Lord clearly wants to
teach us something from his life, and there are important lessons here. In Gen
34 we learn a little about Dinah, but much about her father Jacob. It is about
how to be a good Dad, not a bad Dad. How not to mess up and crash the kids!

We all have, or have had, a dad. Maybe you are a dad, or grandad, or maybe

you married to someone who is a dad or grandad.

B A lady in the church a few years ago said to me “that house-group on
marriage doesn’t apply to me as I am single. Was she right? ? No.

Heb 13:4 Marriage should be honoured by all, x2 that’s everyone — that’s you.

All Scripture is God breathed and useful for training in righteousness... So too

this morning, whoever you are, this passage is for you. Dad, take charge! x2

Prior to this event Jacob has split with Laban. Now that fearful meeting
with Esau is behind him and he’s come to live near the town of Shechem.

v.1 Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had born to Jacob, went out to visit the
women of the land. Gen. 34:1

Dinah was brought up in Jacob’s household, the household of faith, Jacob was
God's man and Jacob's family God's family. They were the Lord’s chosen
Holy people, God had made promises to them, and they in turn were to walk
blamelessly before Him. Hadn’t Dinah been taught to look to the One True
God of holiness? Hadn’t she been told to shun the immoral practices of the
Canaanite nations all around with their different gods and different standards?

Now in a new place Dinah’s sense of adventure and her wandering spirit get
the better of her. Why did she go out to visit these women? Was she restless?
Was it curiosity? Did she want a change of scene, was being cooped up with
the family getting too much? Had she become discontent?

Why was she so intrigued to see the lives of these unbelievers? What were the
women like? What of the men? Did she go to look - or be looked at?
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+ Josephus, the Jewish historian, suggests she went to a Canaanite annual
festival of nature. Do you love to look in on what the world is doing?

And as she set off what prompted her to go alone? Was it so her father Jacob
wouldn’t know? - Or was he fine about it? How could her father allow a
young teenager to wander off into a pagan city with a reputation for low
morals? Alone and vulnerable she’s heading for danger. With all the
complexities of the teenage temperament she — he - needed to be extra careful!

Dad, it seemed, had a loose grip on things. Let go of the wheel and it won't
be long before you're off the road. Here’s an accident waiting to happen.

It looks like her father’s teaching on these important subjects had been scanty
at best. Well intentioned parents had left a lot to chance.

Dinah’s brothers were out working in the fields. What was she doing? Was
she idling her time? Being given good things to be doing would leave less
scope for wanderings. Titus says that younger women should be busy at home
X2 not a popular thought these days - but wise. The devil finds work for idle
hands, - ‘A hands off’ approach is disastrous!

Dinah was easy prey, She was observed by the son of a ruler and raped.
Shechem was not a God fearer and took advantage of an opportunity walking
his way, probably not by force as much as by surprise.

+ Itis easy to apply this to today isn’t it. Yet these days ‘wandering around’
takes place on the phone. Do you know where your daughter is going? Or
are you hoping for the best. Let us not be naive. Let us be wise as we deal
with the world around. If that time is ahead have you thought through
what you will do? What about Sex-ed? Have you checked what the school
is teaching? Do you know? Do you approve?

Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will
not turn from it. That’s not a guarantee ......... But let a child grow up without
proper instruction and control and then things WILL (unless God dramatically
intervenes) most certainly go wrong. It is the greatest dis-service you could
possible do to those God has entrusted to your care. Dad, take charge!

So what of Shechem?
Shechem was not a God fearer, he succumbed to his lusts and emotions,
though a RULER, he was, when it came to his passions, still a SLAVE.

Immorality is rife at university, amongst the world’s brightest, Immorality
is rife among the world's powerful, as we are oft reminded.
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We can see how the world works - 8 But Hamor said to them, "My son
Shechem has his heart set on your daughter. Please give her to him as his wife. 9
Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our daughters for
yourselves. 10 You can settle among us; the land is open to you. Live in it, trade
in it, add acquire property in it." Here’s the world’s way - pragmatism,
Intermarry, let’s trade. Yet behind this civility is a greedy heart. v23

11 Then infatuated Shechem said to Dinah's father and brothers, ''Let me find
favour in your eyes, and | will give you whatever you ask. Make the price for the
bride and the gift I am to bring as great as you like, and I'll pay whatever you
ask me. Only give me the girl as my wife." Wasn’t that fair, even generous?
After all, he could, as the ruler, have just walked away - as many men do.

Well what would you have done if you were Dinah’s father? How do you
respond to a crisis? an emotive one at that?

1. Do you immediately seek revenge? (the emotional response)
2. Or do you stand by your rights and want recompense in full? (Legalistic)

3. Ordo you take the heat out of it, seek a level-headed response, pray for
wisdom and the courage to act on it? Dad, take charge! Firstly of yourself

So what did Jacob do? What was his response?
5 When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled, his sons were in
the fields; - so he kept quiet about it until they came home. x2

Keep quiet sounds good, but why? Did Jacob not want to act without his sons?
Didn’t he not know his children well? Should he rely on their judgment?,
especially on something like this? Weak parents lean on their children

What will his youthful sons do when they hear the news and are filled with
grief, fury and indignation at the disgrace of it - will they keep their heads?
We shall see.

It starts with Hamor speaking to Jacob, dad to dad:

1. Hamor deals with Jacob v6,

2. Hamor said to ‘them’ v8

3. Hamor is seen dealing with Jacob and his sons v11,
4. By v13 Hamor is dealing just with Jacob's sons.

What do we hear of Jacob? — nothing x2 Jacob where are you? You don’t hear
of him again until the end. Only in v.30 where he’s left to pick up the pieces.

+ Hamor was acting for his son Shechem, How is Jacob acting for his?
Jacob’s sons have taken over, they’re running things now. Dad, take charge!
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Is Jacob like Adam who was there with Eve when she disobeyed God - and
yet said nothing? Why is it we men are silent at all the wrong times?

Oh let us beware of the sin of silence! Speak up and judge fairly; says Prov 31:9

If fatherly authority and respect is not been rooted in the children from an

early age — it will quickly become too late. x2

B Here's a conversation one Sunday while collecting children for Sunday
school. From the Minibus window dad is sweating away in the garden
“do you want to help” (Usual joke) - “I would, but tell your two young
lads, they can help”. “"No they won't help, they just want to play with
their computer games.” “It would be good for them, they may groan at
first but then they will appreciate doing something with Dad. Etc. etc”.
“No they won’t”. “"Have you asked them? or told them?, you're the man
of the house, you will earn their respect!” Dad, take charge!

The dad looks strong - but he’s a weak man. Jacob as a father was like that,
weak. Are you like that? Always giving in to the easy option? Hands off and
hoping for the best, that’s the fool’s way. God has clearly told fathers x2 bring
up your children in the training and instruction of the Lord. Eph 6:4

That does not mean your children can barely recall John 3:16 and a couple of
the 10 commandments — on a good day! It means being taught the scriptures, -
thoroughly. How different Dinah was to Mary, a young woman who was
steeped in the scriptures. It is obvious that God’s word was central to Mary’s
household — and thus her life — as she was growing up. Now the Bible is
hardly opened in the home — and nor sadly in many churches as well. The
result is like bumper cars —we bump around this world as if blindfolded.

+ Dads, the way you show your love to your children is to teach them the
word of God. The opposite of love is indifference, don’t be indifferent
when it comes to this key responsibility, take charge, teach your children
how they should go, teach your children the word of God.

So what of Jacob's sons?
We read of their grief and fury,... but we don’t read of any compassion for
their sister Dinah? No mentioned of any concern for her.

This rape was a disgraceful thing for Jacob’s family, the Holy people of God.
Should they not have asked for Shechem to be handed over? Jacob’s family,
although not yet recipients of the Law through Moses would have known that
the perpetrator should be punished (Moses declared that the man be stoned to
death) Thus metered punishment, and justice done.
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[ Even the traditional ancient Arab custom requires the culprit be
stoned to death by the victims’ brothers.

Dinah’s brothers have the high moral ground and could act honourably as a

witness to the Lord. Instead, they squeeze selfish advantage from the situation.

They lie and are deceitful v13 - aren’t they just like their father Jacob — “Like
father like son?” Your children have your traits.

B In visiting the Sunday School parents I feel like I have met them
already before I step into the home. School teachers find the same.

Jacob’s unrestrained sons try to trap Shechem and plan vengeance on them all.
15 We will give our consent to you on one condition only: that you become like
us by circumcising ALL your males. Not just Shechem.

v16 "we will become one people with you x2. Where they not - in their heart
and conduct already like them?

How can God’s Holy separated people ever say “we will become one people
with you!” - miserably and foolishly yoking themselves with unbelievers?

They speak of the circumcision in the flesh — what of the circumcision of the
heart? Where’s their Godly heart? They are worse that Hamor for their
hypocrisy, in their trickery they use their religion as a cover for their evil
intentions. How could they brashly invite the Shemites that you become like us

+ They turn what is designed to be a blessing - into a curse.

Shechem's response, two can play at that game - v21 ""These men are friendly
towards us, Let them live in our land and trade in it; the land has plenty of room
for them. We can marry their daughters and they can marry ours.

Being religious as a means of gain, is no problem for them, that’s the way the
world works 23 Won't their livestock, their property and all their other animals
become ours?

Let us quickly go through what happens

25 Simeon and Levi, took their swords and attacked the unsuspecting city,
killing every male. With every male killed isn’t that enough?

26 They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the sword and took Dinah from
Shechem's house and left. Is that it? justice done? No.

Now the older brothers influence the younger ones - 27 The sons of Jacob came
upon the dead bodies and looted the city where their sister had been defiled.

28 They seized their flocks and herds and donkeys and everything else of theirs
in the city - and out in the fields. - Is that the end of the matter?
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V.29 They carried off all their wealth and all their women and children, taking as
plunder everything in the houses.

What a rageful massacre and looting, Jacob’s unrestrained sons are out of
control. Where’s their father in all this? How are his sons left to cause this
havoc? Why aren’t they reigned in?

What a shameful day

Not just the rape of Dinah but the costly misjudgement of Jacob. Jacob didn’t
start it.. but he was responsible for how they messed it up. God’s covenant
people ended up no different from — even worse than - the pagan nations
around them. What a bad witness to God who’d made them His Holy people.

It was a shameful event — and we have all had them. What caused yours? was
it a neglected duty? Or was it carelessness in a key relationship? Was it a poor
response to a hurt, or a word said, resulting in that outburst of anger? you
made it worse ....... and that caused the melt down — until it was quite
unrecoverable.

Afterwards you see what you ‘should’ have done, how you ‘should’ have been
as a professor of faith in Christ. How you should have reacted in a Godly way,
prayerfully, carefully, thoughtfully, having self-control, taking charge, ever
mindful of my responsibilities, ever conscience of the God | represent!

Older men, (myself included), are you, setting a good example to the younger
men, in godliness, in wisdom, in faithful service, in patience and in grace?
There are consequences, there are always consequences, sin has consequences
that remain for years, decades, a lifetime, and even beyond the grave.....

B Dad divorcing Mum 1970ish - and remarried ........

We can and should repent and confess our sins to God who forgives our guilt -

but the consequences remain. We may be forgiven for being unfaithful to our
husband or wife, but consequences remain.

'60's revolt. One reason is that little was said by parents. Now the children
are the parents and the grandparents, Godly men are hard to find.

+ While must seek forgiveness for not teaching our children the Bible and
modelling a Godly life - remember the consequences remain.

What are the consequences here? How do they fair?

Turn with me to the end of Genesis chapter 49 when Jacob is to bless his sons
v5 Simeon and Levi are brothers--their swords are weapons of violence. Let me
not enter their council, let me not join their assembly, for they have killed men
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in their anger and hamstrung oxen as they pleased. Cursed be their anger, so
fierce, and their fury, so cruel! I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in
Israel. That’s what happened — Levi scattered, dispersed in Israel — Simeon
contained, restrained, within the tribe of Judah in the south.

Jacob’s failure to teach and train them caused them to be judged by God.
What a shameful legacy - a centuries long legacy! May we not be the cause...

Jacob, back to the Cross
At the end of the day God's call is irrevocable, Jacob is God’s man and God is
not finished with him. Why not study how God moulded Jacob’s character?

He continued with him — so he does with us - to mould us to Christ-likeness.

God speaks to Jacob see 35:1 ........ Get back to Bethel ... Jacob is again back
to square one Bethel was where the Lord first met with Him. Genesis 28:10ff.

For us it is at the foot of the cross — you know the chorus: There's a way back
to God from the dark paths of sin; there's a door that is open and you may go
in; at Calvary's cross is where you begin, when you come as a sinner to Jesus.

I have been back there many times, surely you as well. Yes - by Christ’s grace
there is a way back to God for the repentant.

But is there someone sitting here this morning who has never done that?
Never repented of sin, never bowed the knee and confessed. Certainly, there
are those shameful times, but for some your whole life is like that - one that
has never been truly handed over to Christ. Is that you? — do it now, while you
can. Christ is there, the Cross is there, the payment made, turn.

It was Jacob’s dark day, a shameful day. It shook him, it surprised him. But he
learned from it. He learned about himself. It brought Jacob back to his senses,
he regains control of his family — In the next chapter we see Jacob taking hold
of the situation. 35:2,3 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with
him, ""Get rid of the foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and
change your clothes. Then come, let us go up to Bethel, where | wild build an
altar to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and who has been with
me wherever | have gone.” “Praise the Lord who has been so faith to me!”

The Lord does not give up on His people. The Lord intervened to save it being
an unmitigated disaster for Jacob's family. 35:5 the terror of God fell upon the
towns all around them so that no-one pursued them. The title is Dad take
charge x2. Dad learn from Jacob, learn the lesson, avoid the tragedies that lie
ahead. Dads be strong, be true to your profession of faith — Dad’s take charge.
END
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