
Address - Minnie had a huge family, some of you are here, there’s an 

extended family, there are friends, there are those who say ‘she is like a 

mother to me’ I have learned my first word in Shona: ‘Gogo’.  

Yet even though Minnie had all of you, yet she had one who is ‘my friend’ 

Jesus came into this world to be the sinner’s friend. He did not come to 

bring judgment – not the first time - that is to come – he came into this 

world to take people to be with him in heaven.  

Many here can say Jesus is my friend too, though not everyone, to you I say, 

Jesus has a big heart, and there is room for more.  

A friend is someone who helps you. 

 I have heard it said that if you can go through life with six good friends 
then you are doing well. 

A friends helps you. 

Today the idea of friend is cheapened by social media where you have 
so many friends (you??) many you hardly know and have never met. 

A friends helps x2. Jesus came into this world to die on the cross for people 

like you and I. He did not come to make you wealthy here - but that many 

would have eternal riches. He did not come to make you happy - for if you 

are a true follower of Christ you will have trouble - just as he did.  

Jesus came to deal with your sin, that is why he died on the cross. 

Minnie loved the words (sheet) taken from Isaiah, it is one of four ‘’servant 

songs’ written 700 years before Jesus – but it speaks of Jesus. He is the one 

who “took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, he is the one pierced 

for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.   

A friend helps by standing in for me x2. Notice he took up our infirmities, 

he carried our sorrows, he was pierced, he was crushed he was punished, he 

was wounded. It goes on to say he was oppressed, he was afflicted he was 

lead to the slaughter like a sheep. He was cut off, he was stricken, and 

assigned a grave. We know before that he was betrayed, he was spat upon, 

he was beaten, he was mocked - in in all this he did not open his mouth.  

Some time ago a man, Josh entered a cafe and sat down at the counter.  
Behind him were a number sitting around tables. It was a small town and 
they all knew he was a Christian from the local church. Ah here is some 
sport they thought, one group started to mock him and ridicule him 

publically. Josh although bated did not retaliate.  The man behind the 
counter did nothing to stop it. This went on and on until Josh having 
finished his meal paid and left. Some time later the group got up to leave. 
At the counter the man serving said: ‘No’, refusing the money, all your 
meals have been paid for. They have been paid for you -  so you don’t need 
to pay. Josh paid for all of them. They were amazed and walked out quietly. 

While so many were against him – he was for them – and us - Surely Jesus 

is our friend.  Jesus paid for my sin with his own blood 

Jesus was cruelly treated and killed by the very people he came to save. God 

had planned it that way and Jesus was obedient even to death. “It was the 

LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,  And why all this? So he 

could take the sinners place it is described as a guilt offering.  

It was a payment. No-one else came into this world to be a guilt offering, 

Jesus’s perfect life was give up in the place of unworthy sinners.  

It was a victorious sacrifice - the resurrection proved it.  

Predicted all those years before we read: After the suffering of his soul, he 

will see the light of life and be satisfied;  

He is alive now and calling you – if you don’t know this new life then he is 

calling you to find life in him while you have the chance, what better place, 

or time than to turn to Christ now. Do that and Minnie, along with the angels 

in heaven and all of us who know him will rejoice.  

To know him is to have eternal life. by his knowledge my righteous servant 

will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.” 

You will have a new friend - Job said “Even now my witness is in heaven; my 

advocate is on high.  My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to 

God; on behalf of a man he pleads with God as a man pleads for his friend.”:19-21 

What a friend we have in Jesus - Jesus said “I have called you friends” and a 

friends wants us to be with them 

Did you see the wonderful sunrise this morning! WOW Some leave this 

world expecting peace and they will find a storm, those in Christ will step 

into the brightness of his Glory and be welcomed into His presence for ever. 

Job knew, many now know - Minnie was one, is one who knows this reality 
“I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the 

earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I 

myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart 

yearns within me!” (Job 19:25-27 NIV)  ____End 


